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THE OFFENCE OF “LACK OF FILIAL PIETY” &3
IN THE QIN AND HAN LAWS

WAKAE Kenzo

In the Classic of Filial Piety Zf& (Xiao-jing), a text used by many
dynasties as representing the idea of rule of the State, it is written that “In
the three thousand articles in Five-Punishments, there is no more serious
offence than the lack of filial piety A~22.” Moreover, the texts of Shuihu-
di-Qinmu-zhujian EEFRMZZLFTH and the Zhangjiashan-Han jian-zouyanshu
ERILBEHZEBE record a crime referred to as “the lack of filial piety
2", and the assessment of the crime was death. From this it appears
that the sentence in the Xiao-jing reflects the actual situation during the
Warring-States period.

It was basically succeeded to the Later-Han dynasty. However, the
instances of application of this law decreased, especially after the reign of
Xuan-di E7. Also, in the Later-Han period the crime of lack of filial
piety came to be considered as a much more minor offence. In this
paper, I examine the background of this issue, and survey the course of
change of this crime from the Qin-Han period through to its establishment
as one of the “Shi-e +3” under the Tang Statutes fEf (Tang-lid).

THE OFFICIAL RESIDENCES OF CHANG’AN
IN THE TANG DYNASTY

SEO Tatsuhiko

In recent years, more than four thousand new rubbings of officials’
epitaphs, excavated mainly near Chang’an and Luoyang, have been publi-
shed consecutively. These epitaphs have opened new areas of research not
only on the topic of the Tang capitals, but also on all aspects of Tang

studies. Using these, it is now possible to revise and enlarge the statements
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of the Tang-liaojing-chengfang-kao EEREIRLS#, which was written by
Xu Song ## in the Qin ¥ dynasty and still remains as the most
important work on the Tang capitals. This article is an enlargement of
the Tang-liaojing-chengfang-kao.

Using these new sources, it has become clear that an official gentry
zone was established in the eastern part of Chang’an. With the transfer
of the political stage from the Taiji-palace KEE to the Daming-palace
KB, it was formed. Many officials moved to the north and central part
of the East City, particularly after the construction of the Xingqing-palace
HEE.

With the formation of an official gentry zone in the East City, a
commoners’ zone developed in the West. The East Market and the West
Market became the centers of respective zone. The East Market together
with several surrounding wards became the midtown area, which served as
the commercial, financial and information center, as well as the amusement
quarter of the city. The West Market functioned as the center of popular
commerce, Functional specialization developed around these two characte-
ristic Markets in Chang’an,

There are several reasons for the concentration of official gentry
residences in the central part of the East City: (1) Accessibility to the
outside wall and the East Market made this area attractive. It was,
moreover, located not far from the palace. (2) Land value near the Market
had already risen during the reign of Wu-Zetian AR (690-705), and
officials sought cheaper residences a little removed from the Market. As
a result, an official residence zone developed to the south of the East
Market. (3) It was also widely held at that time that this area was an
auspicious area of the city according to Chinese geomancy.

(4) Last and most importantly, this area comprised Yueyouyuan Hill
I, one of the two highest areas in the city. The second highest area
was that occupied by the Daming-palace, constructed in 662. This
gravitation toward high places was due to the numerous floods which
afflicted the lower areas of Chang’an, primarily after the middle of the
Tang period. It is clear that the West City was the lower area of the

city, whereas the central part of the East City, where many officials
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lived in the late Tang period, comprised the highest areas. As for the
two hills in the East City, the northern one was occupied by the emperor

and the central one was developed mainly by officials.

THE CULT OF HEAVEN AND THE IMPERIAL ANCESTRAL
CULT IN THE LATTER HALF OF THE TANG DYNASTY

KANEKO Shuichi

In this paper I examine the changes of the Cult of Heaven (in the
Suburban Sacrifices) and the Emperors’ Ancestral Cult (in the Ancestral
Temple) during the latter half of the Tang dynasty. My results are as
follows:

In the mid-Tang period, Xuan-zong 57 initiated the serial rites of the
Taiqing-palace K= (Laozi-temple), the Ancestral Temple and the first
Suburban Sacrifices. De-zong #5852 performed these serial rites in the first
month of the year following his accession to the throne. Following this
precedent, each emperor performed the succession-to-the-next-year serial
rites. De-zong proclaimed his era name on New Year’s Day, and granted
a general amnesty on the day of the Suburban Sacrifice. Mu-zong 835,
however, proclaimed his era name and granted a general amnesty both on
the day of the Suburban Sacrifice. Yi-zong £55% performed the succession-
to-the-next-year serial rites on the day of the winter solstice, and also
proclaimed his era name on that day.

In sum, the succession-to-the-next-year serial rites were established in
the latter part of the Tang dynasty. These rites appealed in particular to
the citizens of the Tang capital, Chang’an. In the Southern Dynasties,
many emperors had performed the Suburban Sacrifices and the rites of the
imperial Ancestral Cult regularly. However, under the Tang, these rituals
were transformed to high festivals which many emperors in the latter
half of the Tang performed only one time during each reign. The imperial
rites were transformed to secular festivals through the period of the Tang

dynasty.



