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THE OFFENCE OF “LACK OF FILIAL PIETY” &3
IN THE QIN AND HAN LAWS

WAKAE Kenzo

In the Classic of Filial Piety Zf& (Xiao-jing), a text used by many
dynasties as representing the idea of rule of the State, it is written that “In
the three thousand articles in Five-Punishments, there is no more serious
offence than the lack of filial piety A~22.” Moreover, the texts of Shuihu-
di-Qinmu-zhujian EEFRMZZLFTH and the Zhangjiashan-Han jian-zouyanshu
ERILBEHZEBE record a crime referred to as “the lack of filial piety
2", and the assessment of the crime was death. From this it appears
that the sentence in the Xiao-jing reflects the actual situation during the
Warring-States period.

It was basically succeeded to the Later-Han dynasty. However, the
instances of application of this law decreased, especially after the reign of
Xuan-di E7. Also, in the Later-Han period the crime of lack of filial
piety came to be considered as a much more minor offence. In this
paper, I examine the background of this issue, and survey the course of
change of this crime from the Qin-Han period through to its establishment
as one of the “Shi-e +3” under the Tang Statutes fEf (Tang-lid).

THE OFFICIAL RESIDENCES OF CHANG’AN
IN THE TANG DYNASTY

SEO Tatsuhiko

In recent years, more than four thousand new rubbings of officials’
epitaphs, excavated mainly near Chang’an and Luoyang, have been publi-
shed consecutively. These epitaphs have opened new areas of research not
only on the topic of the Tang capitals, but also on all aspects of Tang

studies. Using these, it is now possible to revise and enlarge the statements

—-l_._



