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it via an examination of records found in Turfan. It also highlights
specific aspects of the working of the Tang fu-bing system, with particular
attention paid to the actual circumstances of the soldiers involved in this
system. : 8

Among the several points confirmed in this paper are, first, that the
four Zhechong-fu were established early ‘in the period of Tang control
and that the total soldiers involved in it numbered some three
thousand. ~ Second, these soldiers were referred to.as Weishi 454 (imperial
guards), but they actually served five one-month-long tours of duty in the
lookout posts' and signal towers within the province rather than in the
capital... Third, it may thus be surmised that the duties of these soldiers
were less onerous than these of peasant farmers, and that their social status
was, moreover, higher than the latter. ‘Recognition of ‘this principle of the
separation.of soldier and. peasant—the soldier and the peasant-farmer did
not occupy the same role—makes it possible to redefine the fundamental

character of the Tang fu-bing system from this vantage point.

THE SYSTEM OF COMMUNICATION OF THE
DECREE OF A KING IN THE GAOCHANG &8
KINGDOM OF THE QU # DYNASTY

SHIRASU Joshin

The Gaochang kingdom under the Qu’'dynasty (A. D.501-640) was a
small kingdom in Central Asia, influenced by Chinese culture. Within
this kingdom, any order received from the king was'made into a prelimi-
nary government document known as ling 4. These were rewritten as
nuo §, “a word of sanction by the king”, by high officials in the menzia
F3F btanch of the government structure. These officials would ‘then send
the 7uo to the Relations department of the shangshu #33, which functioned
as another branch of the government.  That department issued a document
naming the person in charge (called simazhuzhe TEF£# in Junxian B
%) who.was responsible for carrying out the matter that had been ordered.:

._4_



This document was called a fu . A bureaucrat from this department
signed this agreement, however, the column reserved for dating was at that
time left blank. A copy of this document was made and it was then
returned to the menxia branch. Upon receipt of the king’s orders, the
Relations department would draw up another document known as a fu, the
purpose of which was to appoint an official to enforce the decree. An
official of the menxia branch inspected this document, and after that entered
a date. The shangshu branch then issued this document to the responsible
official as a fu. This system of the communication of the orders of a king

via a document known as a fu is described and analyzed in this paper.

SOGDIANS IN THE TANG EMPIRE
ARAKAWA Masaharu

The imperial rule of the Tang extended to the neighboring foreign
countries, and continuing up until the period of the high Tang, the
government exercised a loose control over these countries by setting up
ji-mi zhou-fu FEEEMIF (“loose reign” prefectures). The residents of these
foreign countries were also entered as households of commoners in the
household registers, as was prescribed by the li-ling {4 system. Among
these foreign countries, almost all Central Asian countries extending as far
as Sogdiana were included in this system. As a result, the trading
activities of Sogdians were arranged in accordance with system. Within
the li-ling system, Sogdians were treated as merchants who were permitted
to be entered in the household register of their domicile of choice after they
had left their legal domicilee. The Tang government ensured the safe
passage of Sogdians via issuing them passports and allowing them access to
the Tang communication system that connected them with the imperial
capital. The Sogdian trading state established by Tang imperial order in
the first half of the Tang era was entirely distinct from indigenous Sogdian

states established both before and after this period.



