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THE ARISTOCRATIC RANK AND PENALTY UNDER
THE QIN-HAN DYNASTIES %

MiYAKE Kiyoshi

As Dr. TOMIYA Itaru 4 Z suggests, the person who held Shang
Zao ¥ (i.e. the second lowest aristocratic rank) or above was allowed
commutation of the mutilating punishment according to the Qin statutes.
Mutilation was an indication to the public that the mutilated criminals were
not accepted as their members, and were kept away from their community.
Thus this commutation implies that rank holders were allowed to stay in
the community by virtue of their achievements made for the empire.
Accepting this remarkable view, the author examines the relationship
between the aristocratic rank and the penalty, especially the labor punish-
ment.

The fact that the mutilated criminals were banished from their
community also implies that they sank so low as to be a social inferior.
From this point of view, we may say that the aristocratic rank was
effective to protect the rank holders from falling into slavery from which
they could not recover throughout their lives.

Under the Qin dynasty, the term of servitude for labor punishment
was not definitely stated. Hence there was little difference between labor
convicts and slaves. If the aristocratic rank functioned as mentioned above,
then what kind of commutation was granted to the rank holders in case
they committed a crime warranting the labor punishment?

Among the Qin labor punishments, Gui Xin and Bai Can Bt - B&
(i.e. males collecting firewood for the spirits; females sifting white rice)
was quite unique. This punishment was adopted only for the privileged
class, namely, rank holders and Bao Zi f5#F (some scholars believe that it
means hostage) who was exempted from the mutilating punishment.
Unlike other labor convicts, the collectors of firewood for the spirits and
the sifters of white rice were allowed not to wear red clothes, and not to
be manacled or fettered. The things like red clothes, manacle and fetter

were marks of slave as well as labor convict. Thus the fact that Gui Xin



and Bai Can was adopted for the rank holders implies that the aristocra-
tic rank was also, though barely, effective to protect them from falling into

slavery in case the labor punishment was imposed.

THE FORMATION OF THE SENIORITY-BASED
PROMOTION SYSTEM

SATO Tatsuro

It has already been known that most of the officials were promoted by
completing a certain term of service in the Han period.  This paper
investigates the process of formation of this system, through which explains
the specific character of the seniority system of Han dynasty compared
with similar systems of later periods, and intends to clarify its historical
significance.

At first, the recent view that an official gained one gong Zf (merit)
for promotion through a four-year term of service in the Han period is
reconfirmed. The author supposes that the gong was originally the unit
to count severed heads, and hence surveys the historical process through
which the gong changed its meaning from the unit counting severed heads
to the four-year term of service. We can see traces of this process in the
Han system.

The establishment of the seniority system through such a process can
be considered to have stabilized bureaucracy and have fixed the officials’
promoting routes, and can be estimated to be one of the factors forming

aristocratic bureaucracy later.

ECONOMIC POLICIES IN THE CHOSUN DYNASTY
SUKAWA Hidenori

This report attempts to explain the economic and political reasons that

contributed to the comparatively sluggish trade in the Chosun dynasty. I



