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ON ARTISTIC TASTE OF LI RI-HUA Z=H#—AN
INTELLECTUAL OF THE LATE MING AS SEEN
FROM HIS WEI-SHUI-XUAN RI-JI Tukk&HECI

INOUE Mitsuyuki

Li Ri-hua, one of the typical intellectual in the late Ming, together
with Dong Qi-chang #FHHE were equally admired as connoisseurs of
objets d’art and curios. Li’s diary, Wei-Shui-Xuan Ri-Ji covers the
years 37—44 of Wan-li #E& (1609—1616), and by this we can observe his
daily life in his hometown, Jia-xing ZZH. This article attempts to
examine the artistic taste of the intellectual and hence the cultural activities
in those times by referring to the appreciations of arts like calligraphy,
painting, ink slab, porcelain and all sorts of antiques described in this
diary.

Accordingly, appreciation and collection of objets d’art had originally
been a personal taste of the intellectual, but had a vogue up to the late
Ming. In those times, especially in the Jiang-nan region {LF§, many
collectors who flaunted their considerable collections of arts appeared.
Xiang Yuan-bian IEJGI¥, his relative, Wang Ji-mei FE#f2% and his son,
Wang Ke-yu F®E were typical ones. They had been living in Jia-xing
for generations, and Li Ri-hua was able to appreciate many objets d’art
through companionship with them.

With rapid economic development, the intellectual and even common
people got absorbed in appreciation and collection of objets d’art in those
days. As objets d’art became commodities and were widely traded, there
was a sharp rise in demand for them, and their prices went up finally.
At the same time, forgeries were produced in large quantities, so it became
quite difficult to discriminate between the genuine and the fake. According
to the diary, Li Ri-hua, as a famous connoisseur, was often asked to
authenticate various objets d’art and curios and set prices for them.

Besides, the article also discusses the relationship between “Shan-ren”
HIA and the intellectual. “Shan-ren” were newly-risen intellectuals in the

late Ming, who lived by their knowledge and skills and did not engage in
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any official position. “Wen-ren” 3f A had originally referred to the
so-called “Shi-da-fu” -“+k3, but when some of the “Shan-ren” were
regarded as the typical intellectual in the late Ming, the dividing line
between the “Wen-ren” and the “Shan-ren” became ambiguous. Li Ri-hua
was able to lay his academic foundation under the influence of the typical
“Shan-ren” such as Zhou Lu-jing JAE# and Chen Ji-ru BE#&(FH in those
times. However, he had been trying to act as the most eminent intelle-
ctual without doing the job of making or appraising arts since he had

become an official.

A RESEARCH ON THE SYSTEMS OF ZHAN-TIAN M,
KE-TIAN :#H AND ZU-DIAO #85§ UNDER THE
WESTERN JIN DYNASTY ®Z

ZHANG Xue-feng

Despite the considerable amount of recent studies about the systems of
zhan-tian M, ke-tian FEMH and zu-diao FHFH, under the Western Jin
dynasty P83, most of the studies focus on deciphering the existing litera-
ture, but pay hardly any attention to the actual condition of agricultural
production on which the formation of the above systems were based in that
time. Hence this article attempts to re-assess the systems based on my
recent research of the zu-diao system under the Wei dynasty from the
viewpoints of labour cultivating capacity and productivity per mu @} It
can be concluded as follows.  Actually, zhan-tian means neither the
limitation of private land holdings or the procedure of approving private
land holdings as previous studies suggested nor the rule allowing every
person to hold certain area of land, but the regulation over the cultivated
land managed by the original agriculture officer & E in that time. Also,
ke-tian is not the official land distributed to the peasant and its cultivation
is compulsory or semi-compulsory as recent studies asserted but a land tax
upon the peasant according to the unit of mu«. In other words, it is a
kind of tax. Thus there was no cultivated land called zhan-tian nor ke-tian

in the Western Jin dynasty. Despite the record that each man T is to
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