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united, and to explain the situation in terms of mutual influence, with the instability
of the status of the emperor hastening the factional infighting of the bureaucrats,
and simultaneously the factional infighting of bureaucrats influencing the instability
of the emperor’s status would surely be a more valid method for grasping not only
the period of Qianfei-di but the structural characteristic of the politics of the entire
Liu-Song Dynasty.

ORDO ##% AND FANZHEN #$f

Takal Yasuyuki

The problem of whether the prefectures M1 attached to the ordo &% 22
should be understood as the private property of the emperor during the Liao
dynasty is central to this study. Previous studies of the establishment of the pre-
fectures within the ordos have been flawed by misinterpretations of source mate-
rials, and, although, the system of regional government has been the focus of
these arguments, they have failed to take a comparative approach and examine
closely related regions and ages, e.g. Tang, the Five Dynasties, and Bohai. This
study has attempted a re-examination of the prefectures of the ordos and arrived
at the following conclusions.

The prefectures of the ordo were under the control of three entities, the
ordo, the fanzhen #$g, the regional military governor, and the national govern-
ment [ % . In terms of governmental administration, there were two chains of
command, one from the ordo to the subordinate prefectures and one from the
Chancellor # %5 Bt to the prefectures of the ordo. And, as the fanzhen held the
power to appoint and remove personnel in certain cases within his jurisdiction at
the local level within the prefectures, the system allowed him to operate almost at
will. In terms of financial administration, tax revenues were split between the ordo
and the national government on the one hand, and the fanzhen also employed va-
rious measures, legal and illegal, to obtain revenues. Thus the existence of the
fanzhen, who was able to exercise fixed authority over the prefectures of the
ordo, served to limit the direct rule of the ordo and the national government over
the prefectures of the ordo. Moreover, these three entities maintained their re-
lationships with the prefectures of the ordo throughout the Liao Dynasty. This can
be confirmed by the facts that the national government administered personnel
matters of the prefectures attached to the ordo, that it has been ascertained that
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the division of tax revenues between the ordo and the national government con-
tinued from the early to the last stage of the dynasty, and that it is thought that
the subordinates of the regional military commander # Al were placed under the
authority of prefectural offices in the latter half of the dynasty.

In conclusion, this study makes clear that prefectures attached to the ordo
were influenced by the fanzhen system, and this fact may provide several new
perspectives in the study of Liao history and that of the East Asia after the tenth

century.

THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SHANREN (LI A
IN THE WANLI ERA OF THE MING

KIN Bunkyo

The serious social problem posed by the literati known as shanren LI A who
sold their services in the Wanli era of the late Ming had already come to the
attention of many their contemporaries, and a number of studies regarding them
have previously been conducted. Nevertheless, a good deal of the details of the
specific activities of the shanren remains obscure. This study seeks to clarify the
picture of the activities of the shanren of the period by using the “Shanren” 1] A
section in the twenty-third fascicle of the Wanli yehuobian ¥ J& £ 3% #7 -of Shen
Defu 7£#4F and also by carefully examining the description of the shanren in the
“Shenzong shilu” “Tfi5EE 4% portion of the Ming shilu BAE .

Behind the ostensible prosperity of the Wanli era, contradictions in the milit-
ary and economic situation in outlying regions deepened, while at the center inci-
dents of anonymous letters exposing misconduct, which grew out of the confronta-
tion of the emperor and his courtiers over the crown prince, frequently occurred
and factional fighting intensified. These domestic problems and foreign troubles
brought an end to the Ming dynasty, and the activities of the shanren in dealing
with the economic problems of the outlying regions, which were at the core of
both domestic and foreign problems, and their profound involvement with both fac-
tions involved the letter incidents at the center can be gleaned from a reading of
the “Shenzong shilu.” Furthermore, it can be presumed that the shanren were in-
volved in the nexus of the domestic and foreign problems. The first note of the
shanren appeared in Ming shilu record for the year Wanli 12. This is not to sug-
gest that the shanren had not existed previously, but that their activities only be-
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