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dualities. In these circumstances, Zheng Xuan #3% in his Mao shi zheng jian 7
# % made what might be termed a forced interpretation Guan Ju's FfBE verse,
attempting to elevate the conception of the empress to a higher level, not merely
the legitimate wife of an individual emperor, but as an existence of one who gov-
erned the realm of yin and as a counterpart to the emperor who embodied yang.

THE SONGSHU K& AND THE POLITICS OF THE LIU-SONG
Kawal Yasushi

The chief characteristics of the political history of the Liu-Song Dynasty are
generally taken to be the strengthening of the power of the emperor and the re-
lated rise of men of humble birth known as hanmen %" or hanren £ A. In other
words, an image has been created of imperial authority aimed at building a
monopoly on power by means of appointment of the hanmen/hanren in opposition
to the aristocratic factions that had held power ever since the Eastern Jin. This
picture conforms to the view of Shen Yue i#3, the compiler of the Songshu, but
it would probably be inappropriate to understand it as objectively reflecting the
reality of the times.

From this point of view, this study first examines the characteristic of the
political history found throughout the descriptions of Shen Yue in the Songshu.
And given the point of view critical of the emperor’s exercise of arbitrary author-
ity, makes clear that in the Songshu there was a tendency to over-emphasis the
power of the emperor and the favored hanren. Moreover, it addresses the main
studies concerned with Liu-Song political history, and points out the problem that
the description corresponds perfectly to that of Shen Yue, particularly as regards
the description following emperor Xiao Wu ZZ . (r. 453-464). Furthermore, in
seeking to discover a clue to the solution of this problem, it considers the political
history of the period of Qianfei-di RijE % (464-65). That which caused the political
instability in the period of the Qianfei-di was the unstable authority of the emperor
and the tendency for ceaseless repetition of factional infighting among government
bureaucrats. The Songshu explained the cause of this political instability by chart-
ing a vision of the emperor and the favored hanren versus the aristocracy, howev-
er it would be difficult to claim that such a vision objectively depicted the real cir-
cumstances. The authority of the emperor and the bureaucratic class (including
aristocrats, hanmen, and those originally of hanren status) were instead broadly
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united, and to explain the situation in terms of mutual influence, with the instability
of the status of the emperor hastening the factional infighting of the bureaucrats,
and simultaneously the factional infighting of bureaucrats influencing the instability
of the emperor’s status would surely be a more valid method for grasping not only
the period of Qianfei-di but the structural characteristic of the politics of the entire
Liu-Song Dynasty.

ORDO ##% AND FANZHEN #$f

Takal Yasuyuki

The problem of whether the prefectures M1 attached to the ordo &% 22
should be understood as the private property of the emperor during the Liao
dynasty is central to this study. Previous studies of the establishment of the pre-
fectures within the ordos have been flawed by misinterpretations of source mate-
rials, and, although, the system of regional government has been the focus of
these arguments, they have failed to take a comparative approach and examine
closely related regions and ages, e.g. Tang, the Five Dynasties, and Bohai. This
study has attempted a re-examination of the prefectures of the ordos and arrived
at the following conclusions.

The prefectures of the ordo were under the control of three entities, the
ordo, the fanzhen #$g, the regional military governor, and the national govern-
ment [ % . In terms of governmental administration, there were two chains of
command, one from the ordo to the subordinate prefectures and one from the
Chancellor # %5 Bt to the prefectures of the ordo. And, as the fanzhen held the
power to appoint and remove personnel in certain cases within his jurisdiction at
the local level within the prefectures, the system allowed him to operate almost at
will. In terms of financial administration, tax revenues were split between the ordo
and the national government on the one hand, and the fanzhen also employed va-
rious measures, legal and illegal, to obtain revenues. Thus the existence of the
fanzhen, who was able to exercise fixed authority over the prefectures of the
ordo, served to limit the direct rule of the ordo and the national government over
the prefectures of the ordo. Moreover, these three entities maintained their re-
lationships with the prefectures of the ordo throughout the Liao Dynasty. This can
be confirmed by the facts that the national government administered personnel
matters of the prefectures attached to the ordo, that it has been ascertained that
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