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HAN WOODEN SLIPS FROM FENGHUANG-SHAN
IN JIANGLING

SAHARA Yasuo

Many tombs from the age of the emperors Wen and Ying of the early period
of the Former Han throughout the Fenghuang-shan JB\JE\[ll area of the Jiangling
District of Hubei Province it 44 71 /% B% were investigated from 1973 to 1975.
Within several of the excavated tombs organic objects such as wooden and woven
artifacts had been particularly well preserved by the effects of ground water.
Furthermore, lists of furnishings 3& %, were also excavated from several of the
tombs, and the objects listed therein can be checked against the existing fur-
nishings. This study aims at a comprehensive interpretation of the Han-dynasty
wooden slips fii# excavated from theses tombs.

In general the slips excavated from Han-era tombs can be categorized as
either funerary documents or those that are not. The former are intimately linked
with the burial ceremony itself, including letters addressed to the officials of the
underworld designed to assist the deceased in addition to the list of funerary ob-
jects. The latter were often written by the deceased in his or her lifetime, varied
in content, and displayed little ceremonial character. My analysis of the funerary
documents proceeds on the basis of this categorization.

First, the following points may be specified on the basis of a comparison of
the items in the list of furnishings with the many wooden figurines among the fur-
nishings buried in the Fenghuang-shan tombs in Jiangling. In short, each and every
of these wooden figurines had a personal name written on the list and had been
placed in the tomb to serve the deceased as a slave. Among them can be seen va-
rious occupations, carriage drivers, outriders, chamberlains, domestic and farm
laborers, but these are idealized version of a wealthy household. As the deceased
journeyed off to the world of the afterlife with his household possessions including
his slaves, he sometimes carried letters addressed to the officials of the under-
world. This kind of funerary document was composed separately from the list of
furnishings and displays specific characteristics according to period and region.

Next, I examine the slips that recounted the life of the deceased. In the
wooden slips excavated from Tomb No. Ten at Fenghuang-shan in Jiangling, one
sees various items related to the collection of land rents, hay, and head taxes as



well as commercial activities, revealing that the deceased was a village chief,
lizheng B IE. Based on this evidence, one can analyze the role of the village chief
and the character of his village. First, the residents of the villages of Shiyang T %
B and Dangli & F £ in the Xixiang FG#§ of Jiangling were of the farming class,
but their area of cultivation was very small, and it appears that they had to depend
on other methods to make a living. In this regard, these villages were communi-
ties with an urban character, unlike the typical Han village.

The village chief who was buried in Tomb No. Ten had been charged with
parceling out corvee labor assignments and the collection of land rents, hay and
the head tax and its payment to the county %F authorities. This variety of public
service was carried out under direct order of the county, but it is thought that in
practice the village chief was granted great latitude in fulfilling his duties. The vil-
lage chief regulated the burden of corvee labor and taxes within his village and at
times in cooperation with neighboring villages, in order to satisfy the demands of
the government. Therefore the Han village can be regarded as one sort of social
community that was complementary to the govemental administration.

The wooden slips from the Fenghuang-shan in Jiangling strongly reflect the
period of emperors Wen through Ying and the regional flavor of Nanjun Fg £}
Jiangling District. Although they are historical materials related to the history of
the Han-dynastic system, they cannot easily be generalized to provide a compre-
hensive interpretation. Nevertheless, their most outstanding character is that they
provide a vertical section of a society from the poor peasant on the land to the
wealthy in the underworld of a particular period and place.

A STUDY OF THE SYSTEM OF REGISTERED
CONTROL IN SONG CHINA

Tsuj1 Masahiro

Bian-guan #7%& , registered control, was one of the new penalties created by
the Song dynasty. As Professor Brian E. McKnight has pointed out in his “Law
and Order in Sung China”, this form of punishment was less serious than reg-
istration in units of the provincial armies, a penalty known pei-jun BC % . But
McKnight's description of the features of the bian-guan system includes some in-
accuracies, and he has overlooked other important features. Regrettably,
McKnight appears to have made no reference to the thesis on the general history



