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PUBLIC DISCUSSIONS ON THE DIVISION OF CORVEE LABOR
AND THE CLAN IN HUIZHOU IN THE LATE-MING AND
EARLY-QING PERIODS: FOCUSING ON THE TAOYUAN

HONG OF WUDU IN THE QIMEN DISTRICT

HoNG Xingjiu

During the course of the evolution of kinship systems in China, the period of
the late-Ming and early-Qing dynasties witnessed the appearance of the most high-
ly developed kinship organization ever seen in China. In the southern region cen-
tered on Jiangnan VL B, genealogical tables, which were symbols of consan-
guineous unions, were frequently compiled during this period. Recorded within
these compilations were rules for household etiquette, called jiafa F %, zonggui
SR, etc. These rules often emphasized that “the national tax should be faithfully
paid.” It is thought that these rules essentially reflected the kinship organization’s
rising authority and the role of the kinship organization within the national tax sys-
tem during this period.

In this study, accounts of the decisions of the village council of Taoyuan Hong
HeiR it of Huizhou-fu N #F Qimen-xian 7 F9 ¥ were analyzed in order to ex-
plain the relationship between the compulsory tax system and the kinship orga-
nization. The transcript, as a record of the results of the villagers’ decisions on
how the various forms of corvee labor, yaoyi 1% 1%, which were levied by the
state, were to be borne by the citizens, is a rare find in that it is pertinent in ex-
amining the kinship organization’s role under the lijiazhi B B #l, system of com-
munity taxation. The following points have been confirmed as result of the ex-
amination of the village records of the clan.

First, members of the Taoyuan Hong clan were the descendants of Hongjunx-
iang #£39i¥, who had moved to Huizhou-fu, Qimen-xian, Zeshucun 12Z5 %} during
the period from the close of the Yuan to beginning of the Ming dynasties. The de-
scendants of the first and second sons of Hongjunxian formed separate branches of
the kinship organization, which were known as the Xianggong-fang #H 2% % and
Shougong-fang Z /% & respectively. A functioning zonghu #2 5, general house-
hold, was formed from these branches and was a tax-paying unit within the lijia
system.

Secondly, as a result of the examination of the records of the Taoyuan Hong

—



regarding payments in lieu of yaoyi, a just burden was determined according to the
individual citizen’s capacity, as was the case in the payment of the jintieyin Ay
4R. In addition, concerning the actual labor, shiyi B 1%, the burden was not deter-
mined mechanically, but the amount of the burden was allotted only after the
weight of the year’s total tax was taken into account. Also, the tax of members of
a branch was reduced whenever possible, and priority was given to payment of
the tax by joint-shouldering of the yaoyi. This sort of payment technique signifies
that the basic conditions, the group’s centripetal tendency and the fairness of the
payments decided within the group were guaranteed internally by the zonghu’s un-
biased views and fair treatment. As a final point, in respect to the aspect of the
relationship between the kinship organization and the nation, the nation’s intent to
enforce the zhangliang 3. &, the measurement of taxable land, was first conveyed
to the two branches of the Taoyuan-hong clan, i.e., the Xianggong-fang and
Shougong-fang. These two branches then launched into concrete talks within their
respective groups about how to shoulder the tax among themselves in accordance
with the agreement of the two branches. Moreover, it can be seen from the
transcripts of the election of the duzhang #{ & and the leader of the tuanlian [
#, i.e., the xiangzong #5#2 and the lanfu # B, the intent of the state was first
notified to the ljjia, and it was debated by the four xiangyue %5#5, communities
organized by compact, which were based on four natural villages, that formed a
single unit, the administrative entity called Wudu 7 #[. However, at the same
time, the xiangyue at Zeshucun, the 12 EF %5, was a xiangyue constituted of the
Taoyuan Hong. As a result, it has become clear that the clan and the state were
directly linked because the lijia organization and the xiangyue were formed from
the kinship organization.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORD YOU IN A
LOCAL SOCIETY OF THE SOUTHERN SONG

OKA Motoshi

How the word you K was employed is analyzed in this article in order to
clarify personal bonds in the local society of the Southern Song dynasty.

In this article, I have scoured the writings of Wang Shipeng F+ 8, Xue Ji-
xuan B ZFH, Chen Fuliang Bf# B, and YeShi #i#, four individuals who lived in
Wenzhou /& /1 during the Southern Song, determined whom was called you, and
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