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highest-ranking deity of the afterlife, a celestial emperor. The relatives of the de-
ceased would seek to have the envoy of the Celestial Thearch drive off the demon
who was responsible for epidemics and who clung to the deceased and also to im-
plore it not to attack the living. In such cases the phrase “the living and the dead
shall each travel a different road” was emphasized. However, considering the real-
ity of widespread epidemics 7£#% of the Jian-an era of the Later-Han, the fear of
epidemics was surely extreme, and the phrasing “jiezhu” % V£ was often em-
ployed, indicating that people sought thereby to drive off the epidemics.

Nevertheless, when it comes to the tickets from tombs and bills of property
sales of the Liu-Song and Southern Qi from around the fifth century, in place of
the Celestial Thearch of the Later Han, there is found the deification of Taishang
Laojun & _E%%E, written together with the Wujidadao deity £ # K& (i),
which was elevated to the same level of divinity and which played the same role
as Taishang Laojun. Furthermore, in place of the envoy of the Celestial Thearch,
the divinity call Niiging 2 % also appeared. In addition, among these excavated
materials there is also found the phrase “statutes of the mystical capital” % &R
L. These findings will surely be a great assistance in interpreting the contents
and the period of creation of Daoist texts such as the Scripture of the Inner Ex-
planations of the Three Heavens =R N f#, the Demon Statues of the Niiging I
42, and the Text of the Statutes of the Mystical Capital ZHEIL.

THE HIYA SYSTEM IN THE REIGN OF NURHACI: AN
INTRODUCTION TO A RESEARCH OF THE
IMPERIAL GUARD IN THE EARLY
MANCHU-QING EMPIRE

Suctyama Kiyohiko

The Manchu Khanate (manju gurun), established by Nurha¢i or Emperor
Taizu, was organized on the system of the Eight Banners (jak#én gisa), which was
continued to serve as the structure of the ruling elite of Qing /% Empire after con-
quest of China. The structure of the Eight Banners is generally seen as either a
pyramid-shaped hierarchy or a federation of banner princes (beile), including the
khan, or emperor. However, if viewed from the perspective of the vicinity of the
rulers, particularly if observing the formation of the state, the presence of a group
of attendants or bodyguards comes into focus. The core of these was the imperial
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guard, known as hiya, and later shiwei {15

Firstly, I have considered the process of the formation of the hiya system.
The first period is of small and mid-sized chieftain prior to 1587. In this period the
duties of groups of subjects were not yet diversified, therefore many of attendants
were household servant, and the word hiya was not yet seen. The second period
was that of the foundation of the first capital Fe Ala, after 1587, when accompany-
ing the extension of state power, subjects of the chieftain class were assigned to
serve as personal guards, and the guardsmen began to be trained within the
palace. The third period was that of the annexation of Hada and the transfer of the
capital to Hetu Ala in which the existence of the appellation %iya can be confirmed,
and during which the hiya system was firmly established.

Secondly, I have considered their duties and special character. The chief
duties of the hiya were 1) serve as escorts to the khan, 2) guard the palace on an
everyday bases, and 3) various services as personal associates of the khan. The
duties of the later shiwe: were thus inherent in the hiya of the age of Nurhadi. The
essence of the siya was in it being a group of personal attendants on the monarch.
In addition to the basic mission of guarding the monarch, they were referred to as
the personal associates of the monarch. Their most important function resided in
the placement of all former chieftains and their offspring as subjects in the hierar-
chy in which Nurhati was father and master. In this sense, the hiya was an orga-
nization that reared the present and future talent pool and that also had an aspect
of hostage and re-educating personnel along with rewards and special treatment.
The hiya was in this relationship also the comrade (gucu) of the master.

Thirdly, I have considered the origin of the system. The special character of
the hiya system is extremely similar to that of the kesSig system of the Mongol
Empire. Their customary duties, which resembled those of the kesig, or nokiir-like
system, could be carried on as a vestige of the Mongol period. One can image a
process of adoption in which, on the basis of this vestigial system, the position and
appellation hiya as the aides to the Mongol chieftains was introduced from the
Mongol tribes in the second half of the 16™ century.

Judging from the above, it may be concluded that the hiya was an personnel
organization corresponding to the kesig of the Mongol Empire, functioned as the
core of centripetal structure under the Eight Banners. The initial period of the
Manchu Khanate or Qing Empire maintained the Central Eurasian principle of
national organization represented by the Mongol Empire, and the hiya system
together with the gucu relationship formed its core. As regards the hiya and other
organizations of personal associates of the Manchu rulers, it should be recognized
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that it had much more in common with the kesig of the Mongol Empire, the kapr
kulu of the Ottoman Empire, and the gholam of the Safavid Dynasty rather than
those of Ming China.
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