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CONCERNING THE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN RUSSIA AND THE
QING DYNASTY ON THE “ADDENDUM TO
THE TREATY OF KYAKHTA” IN 1768

YANAGISAWA Akira

The history of relations between China and Russia from the Treaty of Kyakh-
ta in 1728 and those of Aigun and Tianjin in 1858, remain something of lacunae in
the historical record. However, in order to clarify the process of the formation of
the new framework of the relationship between the two countries following the
latter half of the nineteenth century, it would be best to turn our attention to this
period as well. Examining the process of the negotiations between the two coun-
tries over the Addendum to the Treaty of Kyakhta, which was concluded in 1768,
the fundamental structure of the contemporary relationship of the two countries is
directly revealed in intriguing fashion. The series of negotiations began with cessa-
tion of trade following the Qing demand for removal of the Russian built fences
near the border at Kyakhta and the end of the imposition of tariffs there. In deal-
ing with the situation, Kropotov who had been dispatched from Russia with pleni-
potentiary powers, acquiesced to almost all of the Qing demands, and trade was
once again back on track. The most striking aspect of the process of negotiations
was that while the Qing side maintained a high-pressure stance throughout the
negotiations, there was also a certain flexibility interwoven into the process that
can be identified as the fundamental characteristic of the Qing stance in external
relations. However, the Russian side’s overwhelmingly superiority over the Qing
in terms of the resolve and capacity to collect and analyze information which are
the foundations of diplomatic decision making, prefigures the reversal in the posi-
tion of the two countries that was to occur in the nineteenth century. This situa-
tion, which Yoshida Kin'ichi has called “China’s pretense of superiority,” can
already be detected at this point in time. Moreover, in the negotiations between
the two countries in 1768, now that Leont’ev, who had learned the Manchu ton-
gue while a student in Beijing, joined the Russian delegation, Manchurian became
the principal language of the negotiations, and the notes exchanged in Manchurian
should be understood as the official ones. The increasing importance of the Man-
chu can also be understood as one element characterizing the relationship between
the two nations at the time.



