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Radiographs of the whole body of owl monkeys were
taken to evaluate the age changes in spinal curvature. The
spinal curvature was determined from the whole body
radiographs, using a kyphotic index (KI) as a criterion (Laws
and Hoey, 2004). KI, calculated directly from the radiographs,
is the ratio of AB/CD, where AB = length of the line marking
the distance from 7" cervical vertebra to the sacral
promontory, and CD = the distance from AB to anterior
border of the vertebral body that is furthest from AB.

The calculated KI of 2.27 for longevous female (aged
>30 years), compared to the KIs 4.83 and 5.42, for its
progeny (aged 16 yrs) and female grandprogeny (aged 1 yr)
respectively, confirmed the prominent spinal curvature.
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