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School Evaluation in Primary Education in the Netherlands:
The Role of Achievement Tests in Inspected Schools

OKUMURA Yoshimi

A key feature of the Dutch education system—guaranteed under article 23 of the
constitution—is freedom of education (i.e., the freedom to found schools, organize teaching,
and determine operating principles). However, the Dutch Inspectorate continues to evaluate
and influence the quality of education. This paper discusses the changes of school evaluation
in primary education in the Netherlands, focusing on the role of achievement tests in schools
undergoing inspection. The Inspectorate’s framework for assessment of school quality
integrated two types of indicator: legal requirements and quality standards. However, when
learning outcomes and the teaching-learning process are inspected to determine education
quality, schools do not have to meet quality standards not imposed by education laws to be
eligible for government aid. Hence, the Dutch Educational Supervision Act was amended in
2012 to accord high priority to learning outcomes when assessing the quality of education. As
a result, the standardized organization of teaching is now a matter of concern in the
Netherlands. Moreover, to further study school evaluation from the perspective of the freedom

of education, it is important to consider not only schools but also parents and students.
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