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LEREEEESLEFR L),
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Temporal Decline of Buddhist Sites in Bactria

Shumpei Iwart

According to archaeologists of the former Soviet Union, a serious social crisis struck
the Bactria region in the latter half of the 4th century, the so—called “early medieval
period”, which means a transitional phase from the ancient slave society to the medieval
feudalism. This article examines this hypothesis.

First, we check the archaeological data concerning Buddhist sites in Bactria. At Kara
Tepa in Uzbekistan, we can date the life of the sites by investigating the pottery and coins.
Those archaeological data indicate that a broad area was used for burial sites at the end of
the 4th century. The same decline could be observed in the latter half of the 4th century at
the second Buddhist temple of Dal'verjin Tepa, where we can safely date the end of the
usage of the building as a Buddhist site by the radiocarbon dating and the analysis of the
pottery excavated from the floor. Although the examples we have are not exhaustive, we
do not find so far any evidence that demonstrates the continuity of other Buddhist temples
in Bactria beyond the end of the 4th century.

Second, we review ancient cities and forts in the region in question. Some
archeologists of the former Soviet Union said that almost all cities had declined by the end
of the 4th century and new, small castles or fort-like buildings appeared in the 5th century,
which marked the beginning of medieval feudalism. However, from the archaeological
point of view, there remain cultural layers of the 5th century at Dal'verjin Tepa and Zar
Tepa. In addition, Kuyovkurgan and the citadel of Zar Tepa, both said to be typical
fort-like buildings appearing in the middle of the 5th century, turn out to have been
constructed in the 6th-7th centuries judging from the pottery assemblage. Thus, we can
say that the collapse of old cities and the emergence of new fort-like buildings weren't
concentrated in the latter half of the 4th and the 5th centuries.

As seen above, the archaeological data suggest that it is difficult to suppose the
existence of a “social crisis” in the whole Bactria region. Why then did only Buddhist sites

temporarily decline in the latter half of the 4th century? From recent studies, we know



that several political powers such as Sasanians, Kushano-Sasanians, Alkhans and Kidaras
entered into Bactria and Gandhara after the collapse of the Kushans. Presumable conflicts
and struggles among those powers could have prevented regular connections, which had
been maintained theretofore, between the north and the south of the Hindukush. This
means that the influence of Gandharan Buddhism no longer reached Bactria through the
traditional trade routes. Moreover, we can easily imagine that the rulers of Bactria at the
end of the 4th century (presumably Sasanians judging from Bactrian documents) had no
interest in Buddhism. In this way, Bactrian Buddhism lost its patrons and gradually

declined because of political and economic problems.
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the Bactria region in the latter half of the 4th century, the so—called “early medieval
period”, which means a transitional phase from the ancient slave society to the medieval
feudalism. This article examines this hypothesis.

First, we check the archaeological data concerning Buddhist sites in Bactria. At Kara
Tepa in Uzbekistan, we can date the life of the sites by investigating the pottery and coins.
Those archaeological data indicate that a broad area was used for burial sites at the end of
the 4th century. The same decline could be observed in the latter half of the 4th century at
the second Buddhist temple of Dal'verjin Tepa, where we can safely date the end of the
usage of the building as a Buddhist site by the radiocarbon dating and the analysis of the
pottery excavated from the floor. Although the examples we have are not exhaustive, we
do not find so far any evidence that demonstrates the continuity of other Buddhist temples
in Bactria beyond the end of the 4th century.

Second, we review ancient cities and forts in the region in question. Some
archeologists of the former Soviet Union said that almost all cities had declined by the end
of the 4th century and new, small castles or fort-like buildings appeared in the 5th century,
which marked the beginning of medieval feudalism. However, from the archaeological
point of view, there remain cultural layers of the 5th century at Dal'verjin Tepa and Zar
Tepa. In addition, Kuyovkurgan and the citadel of Zar Tepa, both said to be typical
fort-like buildings appearing in the middle of the 5th century, turn out to have been
constructed in the 6th-7th centuries judging from the pottery assemblage. Thus, we can
say that the collapse of old cities and the emergence of new fort-like buildings weren't
concentrated in the latter half of the 4th and the 5th centuries.

As seen above, the archaeological data suggest that it is difficult to suppose the
existence of a “social crisis” in the whole Bactria region. Why then did only Buddhist sites

temporarily decline in the latter half of the 4th century? From recent studies, we know
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that several political powers such as Sasanians, Kushano-Sasanians, Alkhans and Kidaras
entered into Bactria and Gandhara after the collapse of the Kushans. Presumable conflicts
and struggles among those powers could have prevented regular connections, which had
been maintained theretofore, between the north and the south of the Hindukush. This
means that the influence of Gandharan Buddhism no longer reached Bactria through the
traditional trade routes. Moreover, we can easily imagine that the rulers of Bactria at the
end of the 4th century (presumably Sasanians judging from Bactrian documents) had no
interest in Buddhism. In this way, Bactrian Buddhism lost its patrons and gradually

declined because of political and economic problems.

The T6ho Gakuho Journal of Oriental Studies (Kyoto) No. 88 (2013) 402~359

Kabul in the Premodern Period :

Historical Shifts of the Regional Center in Eastern Afghanistan

Minoru INABA

There is much obscurity in the history, especially the pre-modern history, of Kabul,
the present capital of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. In this paper, an attempt has
been made to elucidate as much as possible the history of the city from ancient times up to
the 18th century, by integrating the results of the researches on the literary sources, the
analyses of archaeological materials, and numismatic studies. As a result, though still
provisional, the following conclusions have been attained: 1) In eastern Afghanistan, the
regional center shifted according to the politico-military setting among three historical
cities, that is, Kabul, Kapisi, which was located at the archaeological site of Begram about
50 km by map to the north of Kabul, and Ghazni, which is located 140 km to the southwest
of Kabul and flourished from the end of the 10th century as the royal capital of the
Ghaznavid empire. 2) Those shifts of the politico-economic center of the region had
been related to the geographical circumstances characterized by presumably limited

agricultural production and enormously vigorous mercantile activities.
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