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positively to Zheng Guanying’s suggestion either, while denying Zheng their possi-
ble collaboration with France. There were several concerns behind these respon-
ses. Considering the economic benefits from thriving trade with China and the ex-
istence of a large number of Chinese communities in Siam, forceful measures as
proposed by France might be a source of future trouble. Therefore, it would not
be acceptable for Siam, even though its relations with Qing China were strained
over the question of the renewal of tribute. Moreover, Siam also feared that its
relation with Vietnam, which had just been restored, would also be in trouble
again and result in the deterioration of security and order in border areas between
Siam and Vietnam. Likewise, Siam, despite a firm determination not to send trib-
ute to China again and thus had started to build up defense against a possible re-
quest of tribute from China by force, had to avoid an open refusal of the request
for tribute from Qing China in order not to provoke China and Chinese communi-
ties in Siam. Therefore, instead, they responded to China’s request for tribute by
stressing the friendly relations between the two. Faced with these pressures,
Siam also tried to bring out favorable conditions for them by approaching Britain.

Existing studies on Siamese diplomatic relations during the latter half of the
nineteenth century and onward have emphasized the colonial threat of Western
powers. But Siamese responses to France and China in the mid-1880s, as ex-
amined in this article, indicate the significance of the relations with neighboring
states in Asia, particularly China, and the necessity of shifting the frame of analy-
sis to place Siamese relations with Asia at its center and those with Western
powers within the contexts of Asia.

ON THE STRUCTURE OF POWER IN JOSEON FOLLOWING
THE PERIOD OF THE KABO REFORM

Kasuya Ken'ichi

The aim of this article is to elucidate the changes in the power structure in Jo-
seon during the period from the Kabo Reform (July, 1894) to eve of the Russo-
Japanese War (February, 1904).

The author has previously examined the power structure of the Taeweongun
KBe# regime and the Min clan B X regime. The method of analysis involved a



survey of those appointed to bureaucratic offices in the upper levels of the regime,
clarifying to which of Four Sects (Sasek Tangp’a PUf4 # k) and clans they be-
longed and calculating the ratios. As a result, the author made clear that within
the Taeweongun regime, the ascendancy of Noron #%#fi, the largest faction, was
unshaken, and that in the second half of the Min clan regime (December 1884 to
July 1894) the ascendancy of the Noron faction became even stronger, and the
power of the Yeohung Min B 811 clan, which was a part of the Noron faction and
was associated with the matrilineal side of the royal house, increased dramatically.

In this article I survey appointees to the central government posts of Minister,
Vice-Minister, and to the Department of the Imperial Household and analyze their
affiliation with factions and clans. As this period was one of major political change,
my analysis is based on distinguishing four periods: 1) that of the Kabo Reform, 2)
that when the King resided in the Russian legation (February, 1896 to February,
1897), 3) that of the unfolding of the Independent Club’s push for reform (Febru-
ary, 1897 to January, 1899), and 4) that of imperial despotism (January 1899 to
February 1904). As a result, I have been able to clarify the following points. First,
in regard to the Noron, the power of the Noron and influential clans, such as the
Yeohung Min, declined within the upper levels of the government following the
Kabo Reforms, but they maintained great influence in upper ranks of the Depart-
ment of the Imperial Household. The power of the Noron in the upper levels of
government was restored to the level of the latter half of the Min clan regime
after the Independent Club began promoting reform. During that period, the
Noron continued to occupy positions of power in the upper levels of the Depart-
ment of the Imperial Household, and the power of the influential clans in the
Noron faction was completely restored. Second, during the period of imperial des-
potism, the power of the Noron, from which ministerial appointments were made,
increased, and the strength of the Noron in the upper levels of the Department of
the Imperial Household grew to 50 percent. I believe this is an important factor in
considering the foundation that supported imperial despotism.



