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Various Aspects of Cultural Practice in National
Sanatoriums for Hansen’s Disease in Japan: A Case
of aoi-tori in Nagashima-Aisei-en

Masayo ARIZONO

The purpose of this paper is to clarify various aspects of cultural practice of
patients in national sanatoriums for Hansen’s disease in Japan. In order to make
sanatoriums a better place to live, patients detained in sanatoriums under isolation
policies participated in various common activities.

This paper focuses especially on music-related activities among various
activities which patients in the sanatoriums conducted on their own initiative. In
addition to clarifying the process of creating and developing communal activities, this
paper examines the effects and value of cultural practice for patients isolated in

sanatoriums.
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