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D3, T LAGEMET 5 L TRRIRITEERZ LEZ oD, RIEDNH 206 &ikL
TRETHRVEWV) DIIAKIEFETH S I,

I BULOIZ—9ELTDRY I AT—F

AFOHMZ, HAO LMy 7 AT —=h—=b~DAf VI Ea—%b LI, Y 7R
T— 2B TEBRMEEDEHE SN T2 2 TlikboyoEEIED, TEFE
LTy 727 =7 ~otflzlaT22IcdHs, TRy 7 27— 7%
. WL OPDHNERCTYEEOEEL T A 7 - A b=V — FlIEOMMHAR, RN
ZAt. BTG DT (Ry 7 27— 213 E00h) FIZRosnTwi, Zucx LA
Ty 727 =7 (bW, WEKE, 7—V7) LI3XFEEYEHED 2 035718
ThHhH, ZOBBRELMAETL2ILEVMEIDSHEETH L LEZS, AfETkiIty 7 A
7 — 7 — (sex worker, TEFEI#H LRI N DD, AETHIUTY —A—EAKTZ, i
kTR, 7 — Y VB, Eoe, . BIEEIEEN5) FeERMT, FHEE
PRz BIEEIC G5 2 2EHICHEREL T s, L L, SKE2HERT 2 AEKE L » )Ml
M2y VA7 =0 % BET 2L, ZOMBEETZOANABLWLDLDIZLTLE I,
kw7 AT =7 =REFE E A IN T2 S, I E TOWRIZHEONEFIC+oiE
HLCTIHD o tEZLILLTEL), MRits) "Thoi2iis) ekl &
AWy I 2A%T 5, Tk ffol-v Ay —R= a3y EwuoEHTTEYTLE
W, A EE 7 =7 - I =TV E L) OBBIRTH B S, L,
7=+ 74—k BB H TR S OBRICTER Y, ARTHEHT 2
DIE, 29 LG o) II%EL 27 —h—MolRThd s, 20K, AKRTEZIT Tk
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This article aims to understand the nature of sex work in Japan in terms of physical, emotional
and erotic labor. My analysis is based on interview data with five Japanese female sex workers. The
word, “sex work,” was coined in the 1970’s to promote the idea that prostitution is a legitimate
work of sexual service. Prostitution should be considered as the same kind of service work as you
could find at a burger shop. Therefore, prostitution should be legalized and we should improve its
working conditions.

'There are three opinions against the above idea of sex work. The first one is that a sex worker
is a victim of human trafficking. Then, legalizing prostitution would mean a justification of such
a criminal act and a double standard of the patriarchal idea behind it. Secondly, prostitution is
not proper work, because unlike other works, most of the customers prefer young untrained sex
workers to old experienced ones. Third, prostitution is an inhuman work. By using sex, which
is private in essence, for work, which is public, prostitution transgresses the boundary between
public and private. It may have a lasting impact on the mind of prostitutes. In spite of their strong
criticism, there are few academic publications dealing on interactions between sex workers and their
customers.

In this article I try to demonstrate that these opinions are not tenable with my interview data.
First. I show that sex work is divided into three labor modes. One is physical in a sense that a sex
worker uses her body to please her customers. The second is emotional. The sex worker needs a
certain number of regular customers in order to stabilize her income. She uses emotion to attract
her customers. They come back to her because they feel happy with her and liked by her. This
concept of emotional labor was invented by A. Hockshield, an American sociologist. She uses it
as distinct from physical and intellectual labor. It is an essential part of service work. In addition I
propose the third concept of erotic labor. It is labor regarding female orgasm. A female sex worker
in Japan is often asked by her customer if she experiences orgasm with him or not. She tells him
“yes” to assure him of his masculine supremacy in sex. It is a labor specific to sex service.

It has become clear that those sex workers I interviewed do not consider themselves as victims
of patriarchy. They are more or less independent of their shop managers and customers. There is a
space of negotiation with them. They have to develop skills for negotiation and protection of their
minds and bodies. They must be skillful enough to pretend to be inexperienced. So even if the
customers prefer young girls, it does not necessarily mean that they are unskilled laborers. Sex work
may have a negative impact on the mind of the sex worker. Therefore, it goes, we should abolish
any kind of sex work. My data show that some cannot develop normal love affair and regard sex
being for money, not for care and pleasure. The activists for sex work do not deny its negative nature.
However, they claim that this negative nature is overcome only by legalizing it, not by abolishing
or criminalizing it. As far as it remains illegal, the sex worker must develop a skill to avoid risks,
physical or psychological. Here again she needs to be professional.

To conclude, by referring to three types of labor modes, this article shows that sex work is a

more complicated process than normally expected. The sex worker is not just a body to please her
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customer. She has to be an agentic and knowledgeable being in order to control the interaction with

him and protect herself.
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