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died in battle against the Chinese army.

The principal concern for Babujab had been the fate of Inner Mongolia after
the fall of the Qing dynasty. Moreover, after the Kiakhta agreement was con-
cluded in 1915, the greatest problem for Babujab was how to deal with his Inner
Mongolia soldiers. As he was becoming increasingly isolated, Babujab’s approach
towoards Japanese interest groups that were pressing for Japanese aid for his be-
half, was from the start an unreliable relationship.

THE TIMAR POLICY OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE:
ON THE INTRODUCTION OF THE TIMAR
SYSTEM INTO BITLIS

SArTo Kumiko

This article examines the fimar policy of the Ottoman Empire by using the
case of southeastern Anatolia to clarify how the timar system was introduced and
developed in outlying regions.

The territories of the Kurdish amirs (chieftains), who had been ruling class of
southeastern Anatolia and who were subjugated by the Ottoman Empire in the
first half of the 16 century, were incorporated into the empire as administrative
units, called sancak (sub-provinces). This article deals with the important Kurdish
sancak of Bitlis. The introduction of the #timar system into Bitlis took place in the
mid 16" century after the amir of Bitlis had taken refuge with the Safavids. On
this occasion the Ottomans adopted a policy that would lessen the influence of the
amir while demonstrating consideration for those tribes that had been led by the
amir but that remained in Bitlis. When Seref Han, a grandson of the Semseddin
Bey who had taken refuge with the Safavids, returned to Bitlis in the late 161
century, he was named sancak beyi (governor) of Bitlis and was anomalously bes-
towed more has territory than the beylerbeyi (governor general) of Van. Never-
theless, the revenue of the has territories bestowed on Seref Han were not as ex-
tensive as the revenue of the amir of Bitlis prior to his refuge. Thus the privilege
that had been held by the sancak beyi of Bitlis was skillfully limited. After the amir
of Bitlis took refuge with the Safavids, the Ottoman Empire aimed to reorganize
the traditional political and social order of Bitlis through the #imar system, and it
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can be said that the policy was largely successful.
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