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Summary

From the time of Korea's annexation in 1910, the Japanese Government-General in Korea
saw public security in the area near the border with China as a significant issue. In the Jiandao
region, for example, Japanese military police and Korean police officers were dispatched and
stationed by the Japanese Government-General, and there were also cases in which military
police were sent to maintain public security at the request of the Japanese consulate in Jiandao.
On the other hand, on the China-side of the Yalu River, where Government-General military police
and regular police officers were not permanently stationed, the degree of cooperation between
the Japanese Government-General in Korea with local Japanese consulates was small. Even so,
the framework of basic police activity in both regions was similar when it came to matters of local
reconnaissance, organizational investigation, and security operations by military police and
garrison forces. The Japanese Government-General and Japanese military police in Korea under-
stood the Tumen and Yalu river regions to be two parts of a single border security problem.

Based upon this sort of understanding, the Government-General began to reform the border
security system in that region during the late 1910s. In the autumn of 1916, Governor-General
Terauchi Masatake crafted a system for the border-crossing dispatch of Japanese military police
and security forces in Korea by revising the security work regulations of the Japanese garrison
army in Korea. In addition, from autumn of the following year, Commander Furumi Izushio of the
Japanese military police in Korea and Japanese Governor-General in Korea Hasegawa Y oshimichi
settled on the plan to permanently station military police forces in Jiandao, while sending a large
number of Government-General police officers to the Japanese consulate in that region. During
the 1910s the fear that armed anti-Japanese resistance activity across the border might destabil-
ize Japanese rule within the Korean peninsula was not yet as real as it would be during the 1920s.
The aim of the Japanese Government-General to administer police authority directly in the
border region, however, was already evident in this early period, and that intention took concrete
shape through various actions and plans.

Keywords : Japanese Government-General in Korea, border security, military police, Japanese
garrison Army in Korea, Jiandao





