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John L. Koprowski (Professor of Wildlife Conservation, School of Natural Resources and the

Environment, University of Arizona, U.S.A.)

International Collaboration and the Kyoto University Museum

As I write this essay, I have only two days left in my
stay of 3 months as a visiting professor in the Kyoto
University Museum. Soon I will be on an airplane
headed back to Tucson, Arizona in the United States of
America to rejoin my research group’s students and staff
at the University of Arizona and my family in our home
in the Sonoran Desert. I cannot believe how quickly
my 3 month stay has passed! The opportunity to work
with a well-known international scholar such as my host
Motokawa Masaharu in a wonderful world-class facility
like the KU Museum has been most appreciated. I have
thoroughly enjoyed the many stimulating discussions
that [ have participated in over my 90 days in Kyoto and
the many new friends and future collaborators that I
met.

[ am a conservation biologist and mammalogist by my
training and in practice. At the University of Arizona,
I head a research group of 15-20 people focused
on learning as much as possible about biodiversity.
This requires that we integrate an understanding of
evolution, systematics, and ecology along with applied
management. My work emphasizes field studies but
also includes museum, laboratory and modeling efforts.
I found Kyoto University to be an excellent place to
strengthen my experiences in all areas. I shared 4
research presentations with the faculty here. Early in my
visit I was able to present to the Museum staff, students

and faculty. Later in the semester I traveled to Inuyama

to present at the Kyoto University Primate Research
Institute. Finally, I presented to the Systematic Zoology
group and the Wildlife Research Center. I was amazed
at the different audiences and broad perspectives that I
found on campus. What strikes me as most important
is that the Museum has clear and growing connections
with these different groups. The Museum truly brings
all of these areas together using its tradition and
expertise in studies of biodiversity.

I was also fascinated with how comfortable and easy
the transition was between my permanent professional
home at the University of Arizona and my temporary
home here at the Kyoto University Museum. At first I
was surprised by the ease of discussions and adjustment
to a life on the other side of the Pacific Ocean. However,
as I reflect on my time here, I realize that despite a few
obvious differences in language, humidity (in deserts
of Tucson, residents complain when the humidity
increases to 20%...residents of Kyoto call that a very
dry day!) and frequency of typhoons! My city of Tucson
is, like Kyoto, about 1 million people in size. Tucson is
‘ancient’ by North American standards and was settled
in the 1600’s early in the exploration of North America
by Europeans and there is evidence of settlement dating
back 4500 years by Native Americans. Kyoto, like
Tucson, celebrates its rich history and culture; you are
proud of the connections to your past and your place in
the future. Both of our universities are often ranked in
the top 75 in the world and so the level of scholarship
is extraordinary. [ enjoy the opportunity to talk science
during everyday life and was able to do so at the Kyoto
University Museum on a daily basis. I enjoy meeting
top notch graduate students who will continue the
tradition of the great faculty here at Kyoto University
and I thrive on the passion and enthusiasm of the next
generation of scientist. I certainly experienced this at
the Museum in discussions and student-led visits to
local points of interest. I enjoy the broad and diverse
approaches to science that I experienced here at the
Museum and come away realizing how much we have
in common.
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Besides producing research papers, book chapters
and grant proposals during my time at the Museum,
[ had hoped to expand opportunities for international
collaboration. Given the similarities between our
universities, I think that such linkages should be a
product of my visit. I was pleased to be welcomed by
so many open to such collaborations. Especially in
my field, international collaboration is a prerequisite
for success. Conservation of biodiversity requires the
ability to cross borders and bring diverse perspectives
and approaches to solve issues that extend from local to
global scales. I think that one role of leading universities

is to form international partnerships that enable us
to capitalize on our collective strengths and provide
great opportunities for our science and our students to
excel. As I leave the Kyoto University Museum, [ have
a rejuvenated sense of optimism and enthusiasm that
comes from finding so many colleagues with similar
interests and passions here. Although a bit sad to be
leaving, I know that it is really only the beginning of our
relationship. Thank you for your kindness, collegiality
and hospitality--I look forward to reciprocating in our
future collaborations.
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