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Abstract

The 1945 Joint Exhibition of Modern Paintings, which was held at the Sino-Soviet Cultural
Association in the wartime capital Chongqing, displayed more than 80 works from artists
advocating modern art in China during the Republican period. With participation of important
artists such as Lin Fengmian, Ni Yide, Pang Xungin, and Guan Liang, this event crystallized
artistic practices of these modernists and showed the significant changes in their artworks during
the wartime. Despite its significance, little scholarly attention has been paid to this exhibition and
artists’ activities in the Guomingdang-controlled region from 1937 to 1945. To fill this gap in
scholarship, this study examines the changes of styles of participating artists in the wartime by
reconstructing the 1945 exhibition in Chongqing, for which direct pictorial resources are no
longer extant. Through related artworks and narratives of their contemporaries, it discusses the
relationship between art and sociopolitical circumstances, highlighting aspects of networks of
associations and individuals. It also analyses the press narratives, which reflected ideologies and
the arts ecosystems viewed through art scene in Chongqing and positions it vis-a-vis the
writings on this exhibition by both the participants and art historians after 1949. The analysis
underlines the discursive shift and the controversy about the criteria of modernist painting and
“modernism” in China.

Keywords : 1945 Joint Exhibition of Modern Paintings, Chinese Modern Art, Modernist Painting,
Sino-Japanese War, Chongqing
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