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Functions of the Games in 4 Hero Never Dies
— Post-1997 Hong Kong and Johnnie To

Hiromi SAIKA

Graduate Scheol of Himan and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary  This cssay sheds light on functions of the games in 4 Hero Never Dies (1998), Previous studies,
emphasizing the film’s pessimism, have not sufficicntly discussed this important aspeet. By “pames,” |
literally mean that male pretagonists play a game innocently. Such playful scenes appear repetitively in the
gangsicr films directed by Johmnnie To, serving as important motifs. This essay argues that the games
constitute the essence of his works. | examine how the games perform their own roles in 4 Hero Never Dies
in associations with central questions previous studies have pursued : the male homosogial and homosexual
relationships, the representations of masculinity and body, and the handover of Hong Kong in 1997,
Answering these questions, [ threw into relicf To's positive attitude toward post—1997 Flong Kong, an attitude
the pessimistic interpretations have neglected.



