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Comparison between Pre-primary Curricula of Bangladesh: Focusing
on Validity of Early Learning and Development Standards

KADOMATSU Ai

This paper considers the validity of early learning and development standards in Bangladesh. For this
purpose, this paper clarifies similarities and differences in early learning and development standards
among the Bangladesh pre-primary national curriculum, other countries’ standards/curricula, and two
local curricula in Bangladesh. First, three countries’ standards are compared and the common contents are
set as the analytical framework. Second, the national curriculum and two local curricula were compared
within this framework. This paper revealed that these standards/curricula have some similar contents, but
the most noticeable difference is that the national curriculum and local curricula in Bangladesh do not
have any standards regarding “approach to learning.” In addition, local curricula have contents of religious
education, nutrition, and English, while these are not included in the national curriculum. On the other
hand, the local curricula do not have sufficient contents regarding social and emotional development and
general knowledge. These results suggest that common standards of early learning and development are
beneficial in that providers can consider their own curricula, and obtain a more comprehensive view of
early childhood development and education. At the same time, however, such standards come with the

risk that contents not included as standards may be overlooked.
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