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Teachers and Local Communities in the Seikatsu Tsuzurikata
(Life Experience Writing) Movement in the 1950s: Focusing on
the Practice of Nona Ryuji

NAGATA Kazuhiro

This paper explores the practice of seikatsu tsuzurikata (life experience writing) of Nona
Ryuji from 1953 to 1956 in Fukuizumi Elementary school, Obadera Branch, in Osaka.
Previous studies regarding the history of education in Japan noted the problem a large gulf
between schools and local communities in the 1950s. Nona’s practice of seikatsu tsuzurikata
was able to solve this problem because (1) the organized community in Nona’s practice was
a “circle” that respects the variety of ways of thinking between individuals, and (2) Nona as
a teacher taught children and their mothers the skills of writing and discussion for
organizing the “circle”. In conclusion, Nona’s practice of serkatsu tsuzurikata reconstituted
the local community by teaching skills. This provides insight into the historical character of

the public nature of education in the 1950s in Japan.
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Keywords: Teachers and Communities, Seikatsu Tsuzurikata (Life Experience Writing),

Nona Ryuji
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