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The Kyoto University Museum as a WINDOW

Our career is a journey and the most excited thing in the
journey includes returning to where it all started: our alma
mater. My Alma Mater is Kyoto University, one of Asia’s
leading research-oriented institutions and has cultivated many
world-class researchers including nine Nobel Prize laureates. I
love and be proud of it. In 2004 a Year of Monkey, I became a
graduate student studying primates in Kyoto University at age
of 26. In this University, I received Ph.D, JSPS postdoctoral,
professorship in a Chinese University, and built a warm family
with a beautiful lady and two kids. In 2016 again the Year of
Monkey, I was appointed as a visiting professor by my Alma
Mater. I am appreciate for Professor Motokawa Masaharu to
accept me in his lab from August 1 in 2016 to February 28 in
2017.

The WINDOW concept was formulated by Prof.
Yamagiwa Juichi, the current president of Kyoto University.
He aims to provide the University as a “window” opening
to society and the world. There are more than 2.6 million
collection objects including national cultural treasures,
internationally significant type specimens relating to the
cultural, natural and technological fields in The Kyoto
University Museum. The Museum also promotes the practical
use for high-technology research and education, and allows
access to the public. I see the Museum as a WINDOW of
Kyoto University.

W stands for Wild and Wise. In the Museum, I discussed
about wild and nature with stuffs in the Section of Field
Survey and Collection Management, on the other day, I learned
Wise with stuffs in the Section of Material Examination and
Technical Service, and the Section of Documentation and
Multimedia Information Service. I enjoyed with the special
programs of the Museum, “Excavation of cultural properties”
AL FESE I — P O FAR & 5URF v 278 A —), “The
Japanese covers—the paper and silk cultures” [HARDFEHE —
M EAEDULZZ A % ] ; “To know about insects—Challenges
from Kyoto University” [HZH1D D9 HEPKZOHRER .

I stands for International and Innovation. The Museum
regularly organized international symposia to extend their
networks. There were International Symposium of Wood

Science and Arts ([EFS > RI T L TRERZEEARTED,

The 3rd Symposium of APRU University Museum (& 3 [f]
APRU RZMWIAENIZE S >R L), the 6th International
Symposium of Asian Vertebrate Diversity (5 6 [7]77 27 &
FIWYFELREMEERR S R L), In addition, T attended and
gave a speech in several other symposiums, e.g. International
Symposium on Interactions of Human, Culture and Nature
Explored with University Museum Collections, in Hanoi, The
Open Symposium of Understanding of Species Diversity of
Mammals in Asia in Japan Mammalian Society at Tsukuba
University, The 6th International Symposium on Primatology
and Wildlife Science at Kyoto. I also organized the Symposium
of Chinese Primate Research and Conservation in International
Society of Primatology in Chicago, USA and the Annual
Meeting of Chinese Primatological Society in Yunan, China.

N stands for Natural and Noble. The Museum provides
good facilities for special programs of Children Museum (-
E & HEYAE, Summer school of EXP02016 (k%
HE (KB EXPO02016 &) ; Introduction of University
and Archeology (K2 EM HEHbWL oW 1), The
lecture series on insects (27 777 37) were given by
13 professors from various Universities. I saw many parents
and their kids enjoyed these opportunities provided by the
Museum.

D stands for Diverse and Dynamic. The Museum
represents for Diverse and Dynamic at every Conner. For
example, I joined the week seminar on Zoology, which is
co-organized by Professor Motokawa Masaharu from the

Museum, Prof. Okamoto from Zoology Department and Prof.
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Nishikawa from Faculty of Integrated Human Studies. The
newly recruited stuffs, Dr. Nakayama, Dr. Saito, Dr. Shirose,
Dr. Yokoyama and Dr. He Kai also promote team work in
diverse and dynamic studies.

O stands for Original and Optimistic: I was moved by
original and optimistic spirits of young graduate students in the
Museum. | often discuss and had parties with Saito, Makono,
Tsukamoto, Jadab Biswas and other students. Ganbare (iR
f1z), 1 hope graduate students will enjoy your studies and
have reproductive achievements. You are always welcome to
contact me if you need any helps.

W stands for Women, Leaders in the workplace. I am
surprised with female scholars in the Museum. No need to say
more, the Museum director Prof. Iwasaki Naoko is the best
Japanese female leader that I have ever see. Murakami Yumiko
visited China for more than 20 years, and she knows more
about Eastern China than I do. Hashimoto Hiroko enjoys with

her work on human bones dating back to 20 thousands of years

from various countries. They represent the best female scholars
in Japan.

Every 12 years is called a cycle in our calendar. From
2004 to 2016, I tried to be a window and introduced Kyoto
University to many Chinese students and colleagues. I have
invited more than 20 scholars of Kyoto University to visit
China, and sent 9 graduate students to study in Japan. I helped
to sign up Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
institutes of Kyoto University (The Kyoto Univesity Museum
and Primate Research Institute) and those of Sun Yat-sen
University in China (School of Sociology and Anthropology,
School of Life Sciences). By 2028 the next year of Monkey,
my plan is to set up the first Primate Research Institute in
China, and to promote the MoU between Kyoto University
and Sun Yat-sen University of China. I wish Kyoto University
keeps leading academic in Asia and the World. I am proud of
my Alma Mater Kyoto University, and hope to be a proud of
you in the future.

wrufsit . Nguyén Thién Tao (P28 44 4 1 H~7 431 )
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