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Abstract

Sometimes historical processes feed into cycles traditionally seen in myth, lore, and epic-
style storytelling. When Joseph Campbell, in his seminal work Hero With a Thousand Faces,
describes the cycle of the hero—separation, initiation, and return—Campbell is describing a
pattern that fits the epic cycle of the stories of Jesus Christ, King Arthur, and hundreds, if not tens
of thousands, of heroes throughout literary history. The journey of these heroes is the
monomythic set of trials and battles that lead to the rise of these heroes.

The ascent of Elvis Presley and the somewhat fantastic tales of his lifestyle, his untimely
death, and our memorializing of him all combine to serve the pattern of Joseph Campbell's theory
of the cycle of the hero. That is, Elvis, the real man, becomes in his lifetime and after his death, an
unreal and transformative American myth.

While celebrity is a relatively ephemeral phenomenon, Elvis's career and his post-mortem
career carry a resonance which increase yearly and have never suffered decay. It is quite
possible that Elvis Presley’s face is the most recognizable human image in the entire history of
man.

The unusual nature of Elvis’'s celebrity prompts us to examine the how and why of Elvis's
fame and the proliferation of his image well into the 21* century. This paper will also specifically
address the historiography of the post-modern Elvis and the evolution of the Elvis myth.

Keywords : Biography, Elvis Literature, Museum, Spirituality, Heroic Cycle
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