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“Overcoming Modernity” by Film and its Consequences: Tsumura
Hideo, Film Critic in Post-war Japan

HANADA Fumihiko

This is a small portrait of the film critic, Tsumura Hideo (1907 — 1995), who was engaged in the
conference on “Overcoming Modernity” (1942), a plan promoted by the magazine “Bungakukai,” the
contents of which he developed further later in the post-war period. Previous studies about Tsumura
centered on his wartime cooperation with the National Policy and the conference quoted above from
critical viewpoints. Here, we discuss how (1) Tsumura had already raised questions of how to defend
humanity from mechanical and materialistic civilization condensed in the American capital for cinema,
and how (2) he had continued to investigate the problem mentioned in (1) up to the post-war period. We
traced his remarks and pointed out that he expected the media named cinema to cultivate the human
ethics of capitalist society. These findings will contribute to renew the image of Tsumura and to provide

insight to judge the historical meaning of “Overcoming Modernity”.
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