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The Changing Structure of the Rural
Communities in Medieval Japan

——An historico-geographical reexamination
of “hamlet-farmstead community” model—

by

Toshihiro Yoshida

This article tries to reexamine the “ hamiet=farmstead community ”
model of medieval Japan, one of the significant types of the medieval
community, presented by Keiji Nagahara (1962). This model shows
that, in the mountainous area where the hamlet or the farmstead
(Einzelhof) was the eminent forms of settlement, the medieval com-
munity was in the unit of each small settlement, as the agriculture was
based on the small paddy field at the valley (sakoda) neighbouring on
the settlement. But, according to the reconstructive analysis of the
arable land and the settlement, in Irikiin, Satsuma-no-kuni, the typical
field of this model, several results are gained as follows;

a) At the former period of the medieval era, the 13th and 14th cen-
turies, each settlement was located mainly on the upland (the plateau
of the volcanic ashes), surrounded with the wide garden field (sono).
Their management was based on the upland agriculture, not on
“sakoda’”.

b) In the 1l4th and 15th centuries, the fields on the lowland (river
terrace) were gradually made irrigated to make the paddy fields, and
the somo fields were transformed to “ maeda” (the paddy fields neigh-
bouring on the settlement).

¢) Accompanied with this development, the location of the settlement
was changed from upland to lowland, and each settlement was com-
bined with the paddy field, which shows that at this stage, the paddy
field agriculture became predominant over the upland agriculture.
Synthesizing these facts, the dynamic process of the structural change

of the rural community, can be pointed out, which would be called

“from upland agriculture to paddy field agriculture ”.
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