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Hugh ear] of Chester and the Anglo-Norman State
by
NAKAMURA Atsuko

Earl Hugh of Chester is one of the most prominent Anglo-Norman magnates.
He has been considered a ‘cross-Channel’ baron who held large estates both in
England and Normandy, and frequently traveled between these two regions.
John Le Patourel insisted that these types of barons had constituted a
homogeneous aristocracy of the Anglo-Norman State. This ‘one homogeneous
aristocratic society’ has been regarded as one of the fundamental bases for Le
Patourel’s opinion on assimilation and unity of England and Normandy.

First, this paper hopes to reconstruct the career of Earl Hugh, mainly by using
the charter evidence. We will then try to locate his career within the trans-
formation of the Anglo-Norman society under the first generation after the
Norman Conquest. We will mainly focus on two aspects of his political behavior:
his policy towards Wales and his relationship with the sons of William the
Conqueror. This study reveals that the political behavior of Earl Hugh based on
his motivation to keep, or to accumulate, his newly acquired estates spreading in
the Welsh March area, and his family estates located in mid-western Normandy.
Thus, not only the political/ regional structure of England and Normandy but also
the situation of the individual magnates consisted multi-leveled regional structure,
which affected their political behavior strongly and directly.

(1015)





