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© Port of London Authority, The Port of London, History and De- © Colquhoun, River Thames, p. 108.

velopment, London, 1960, p. 8. ® Colquhoun, P., A General View of the Depredations committed on
@ Colquhoun, River Thames, p. 269. West-India and other Property in the Port of London, London, 1799,
@ Ibid, p. 29. p. 2.
@ Radzinowicz, op. cit, p. 352. @ Colquhoun, River Thames, p. 615.
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letters at 9, ff 267-268; 10, {f 524~528; HO 11, ff 139-140, 28 Jul.
1821.

® Colquhoun, P, A Treatise on the Police of the Metropolis, I.ondon,
1795.

& Radzinowicz, op. cit, p. 352.

® Colquhoun, P., A General View of the Causes and Existence of
Frauds, Embezzlements, Peculation and Plunder of His Majesty’s Stores
in the Dock Yards and other Public Repositories and in the Naval Depart-
ment in General, London, 1799, p. 2. (&}" Colquhoun, Causes and
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® Radzinowicz, op. cit, p. 359.
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" A Citizen of London, but no Magistrate, Observations on a late

Publication intitled a Treatise on the Police of the Metropolis, by P. Col-
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George, op. cit., p. 230.

Thid., p. 248.

Ibid., p. 229.

Colquhoun, River Thames, p. 142.

Ibid, p. 143.

Ibid, p. 144,

Ibid,, pp. 145-146.

Radzinowicz, op. cit., p. 365.
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Colquhoun, P., Instructions to Land Officers in the Service of the
Thames Police Institution, London, 1799, p. 2.
® Colquhoun, P., Institutions to River Officers in the Service of the
Thames Police Institutions, London, 1799, p. 7.
® 2 Geo. 111 cap. 28.
® Harriott, J., Struggles through Life, examplified in the Various
Travels and Adventures in Europe, Asia and America, vol. 3, London,
1815, p. 286.
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PRO, TS 11 / 705, Rex v James Eyres for murder and for begin-
ning to pull down the Marine Police, Wapping, 1799, p. 2. (&=’
TS 11/ 705 ~E+) |

TS 11/ 705, p. 4.

TS 11/ 705, p. 3.

TS 11/ 705, p. 9.

TS 11/ 705, p. 8.

TS 11 / 705, pp. 2-3.

TS 11/ 705, p. 5.

TS 11 / 705, pp. 4-5.

TS 11/ 705, p. 2.

Evening Mail, 19 Oct., 1798.

Times, 20 Oct., 1798.

TS 11/ 705, p. 6.

TS 11 /705, p. 8.

Fallton, T., The River Police : The Story of Scotland Yard’s little
ships, London, 1956, p. 67.
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@ London Packet, 19-22, 22-24, 26-29 Oct., 1798.

© London Packet, 17-19 Oct., 1798 ; Mirror of the Times, 13-20 Oct.,
1798.

® TS 11/ 705, p. 10.

® TS11/705,p. 11

@& Metropolitan Archives, Acc. 1230/4, A Letter from P. Colquhoun
to W. Wickam, Nov. 1, 1798.
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® PRO, HO 49 / 3, A Letter from Duke of Portland to the Attorney
and Solicitor General, 9 Nov., 1798.

® Harriott, op. cit., pp. 117-118.

& Colquhoun, River Thames, p. 143.

® PRO, HO 48 / 7, A Letter from the Attorney and Solicitor
General to Duke of Portland, 20 Nov., 1798.

® PRO, HO 49 / 3, A Letter from Duke of Portland to the Attorney
and Solicitor General, 27 Nov., 1798.
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Hence this process of social mobility represented a continuation of fifteenth-
century practices. Nevertheless, a geographical distinction can be drawn
between the two groups. Most of the older secretaries originated in the east
Mediterranean coastal areas of the Venetian territories, while most of the new
merchants arose from Terraferma. Thus, one can say that Venice shifted from
being an international maritime city to one more insular in character, centered in
the Veneto.

The reorganization of the elites of early modern Venice limited, however. The
duality of the ruling structure, with the patrician oligarchy supported by
bureaucratic secretaries remaining members of ciffadini, unchanged. Likewise,
within the regional state of Venice, the Venetian patriciate failed to aggregate
Terraferma nobility as a whole. Venetian leaders missed a chance to create a
unified elite until the end of the Republic.

Marine Police and Port Laborers :
Reflections on the London Port Riot of 1798

by
HAYASHIDA Toshiko

The port of London witnessed great prosperity late in the eighteenth century,
as a result of rapidly expanding overseas trade, and a concurrent increase in size
and number of ships. This expansion in trade outstripped available storage
facilities, which caused the pilfering of goods stored at wharves and warehouses to
become endemic.

Patrick Colquhoun, a stipendiary magistrate of the London police court,
received an offer from West India merchants to fund 75% of his operating
expenses if he were to establish a force to guard their cargo stored at the port of
London, and he duly founded the Marine Police in July 1798. Shortly thereafter,
in October 1798, the Marine Police was attacked by a body of men known as coal-
heavers responsible for unloading coal-ships, and two men were killed. The riot
was suppressed by the army and a ringleader was convicted of the aiding and
abetting of the murder. This represents the first anti-police riot in English
history.

The aim of this paper is to reconstruct the 1798 riot by making full use of

(958)



official papers, letters and newspapers, in order to illuminate the relationship
between the Marine Police and the port laborers. This paper reveals that two
distinct values existed : the political economy of the Marine Police, and the
customs of the London port laborers. Ultimately, the riot of 1798 led to the
government creating the Thames River Police, under the authority of the Home
office. It was the first organized police force in England and preceded the
Metropolitan Police by thirty one years.
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