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The Household Registration System and the Control of Individuals
during the Qin and Han Periods: On the Legal Domicile

by
LIU Hsinning

It is said that the establishment of the household registration system in
China provided the opportunity for the state to complete its control over
individual. It was during the Qin-Han period that household registration
system first attained maturity, and thus it is the most appropriate period for
considering the original form of the system. This article employs newly
discovered wooden record slips to explicate the control of individuals during
the Qin-Han period chiefly using the concept of legal domicile found in the
household registration system. First, I focus on the fact that the legal
domicile constituted one’s official identity. It can be surmised that this is
linked to records preserved at the legal domicile. Individual information
necessary to rule the populace was concentrated at the legal domicile, and if
any government office knew a person’s legal domicile, it would be possible to
obtain the person’s personal history by a single letter to the legal domicile.
On the other hand, in order for an individual's entire record to be assembled
in the legal domicile, special measures were implemented. For example, the
results of a trial would have to be reported to the legal domicile of the
person involved. In this way, wherever a person were to move, the events in
his or her past could not be concealed, and they were completely in the
grasp of the state. Next, I analyze the internal passport (f£) and clarify the
role of the prefecture, district, and village. The district would investigate
whether a passport applicant should be detained for questioning, whether he
or she was a fugitive, or whether his or her taxes had been paid. The reason
that the district was able to carry out the investigation was that the district
compiled and managed various types of registers. However, the prefecture
could look over registers in the prefecture and check the work of the district
when necessary. On the other hand, the villages did not keep registers and
used different measures to grasp the circumstances of people. Finally, I turn
my attention to convicts who were banished from their legal domicile. The
convict’s official identity was associated with the place of conviction, not the
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legal domicile, which indicates that a convict did not have a household
registration. The objects of the compilation of household registrations were
people residing in the villages, and because convicts were banished from the
village, they also had to be erased from the household record. It can be
surmised that the place of conviction instead became the location where an
individual’s records were kept. In short, the control of individuals during the
period of the Qin-Han empire relied in great measure on registers and the
communication system. Because various kinds of registers were compiled
relentlessly, and a system of efficient communication was constructed , the
control of individuals could be carried out across the far-flung empire.

The System of Rule in the Regions of Hexi and Foreign Policy
during the Period of Dou Rong

by
NOGUCHI Yu

Records on wooden slips from the period of the rule of Dou Rong &l in
Hexi, which have not been sufficiently studied, have been used to
reconstruct the system of the Former Han Dynasty. This is a result of a
failure to sufficiently study the unique character of the rule during the Dou
Rong period. This article examines in three sections the system of rule in
Hexi during the Dou Rong period as well as its structure and character.

In the first section, I emphasize the circumstances of the founding of the
regime established by Dou Rong and the social circumstances in Hexi. I
demonstrate the following two points in my examination. First, I show that
the regime established by Dou Rong was a regime that emphasized military
affairs based on the military system of the Former Han. Second, I show that
the Hexi regions ruled by Dou Rong were saddled by two problems-that of
population increase and that of economic turmoil.

In the second section, I place special attention to the re-organization of the
military and administrative structure of the system of rule established by
Dou Rong. As a result, I was able to demonstrate the following three points.
First, I demonstrate that during the Dou Rong period the office of the chief
commandant #XEF, which had been a subordinate office under the office of

(935)



