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@ Francis Bacon, ‘Certain Considerations touching the Plantation in
Ireland. Presented to His Majesty, 1606, in collected and edited by J.
Spedding, The Works of Francis Bacon, vol. X1, London, 1868, pp.
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@ Ibid., pp. 120-121.
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Stuart Courtier and his Legacy, London, 1997; S. Handley, ‘Cotton,
Sir Robert Bruce’; ODNB (Sir Robert Cotton).

© Sir Robert Cotton, ‘The Manner and Means How the Kings of
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® His Majesties Commission to all the Lords, and others of the
Privie Counsell, touching the Creation of Baronets, 1611.
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@ His Majesties Commission to all the Lords, and others of the
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Privie Counsell, touching the Creation of Baronets, 1611, pp. \Tm.

® Ibid., pp. 5-6.

® Ibid, p.9.

® The Instroctions within mentioned to be obserued by Our
Commisioners within named, 1611,

@ Ibid, p.18.

& Ibid, p. 18,

@ Ibid, pp. 19-20.

® Ibid., pp. 23-24.
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® Stone, op. cit., pp. 86-88.

® Theree Patents concerning the Honovrable Degree and Dignitie of
Baronets, London, pp. 17-39, 1617.

® Ibid, p. 37.

& Commons Journal, 1, p. 494; HMC Report on the Manuscripts of the
Earl of Verulam, Preserved at Gorhambury, York, 1906, pp. 24-27,
Stone, op. cit, pp. 89-90.

® Mayes, ‘The Sale of Peerages in Early Stuart England’; Stone. op.
cit., pp. 103-105.

@ 50 RETSRRMUBRUQUADV IS HREnRY
RIV-" BEES | ORI N VERIiewpE<OV S 0HRERR
Hxu2se (ODNB, Sir Josiah Child))®

® Calendar of State Papers Domestic, 1637, p. 129.

& Calendar of State Papers Domestic, 1623-5, p. 52.
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sxn | wpse | BRI | e BAE | ERHEE
22 VlEHaT | HiRS s | BIREE | BiES %
Finch 1611 Knight 0 4 3 1 2
Tufton 1611 Knight 1 1 1 2 1
Peyton 1611 Knight 0 0 1 1 0
Baker 1611 Knight 0 0 0 2 0
Sedley 1611 Knight 0 0 0 1 1
Twisden 1611 Knight 0 3 2 1 2
Hales 1611 Knight 1 1 3 4 0
Monins 1611 Esquire 1 0 0 2 0
Hervey 1619 Knight 0 2 0 0 0
Newton 1620 Esquire 0 0 0 1 0
Robertes 1620 Knight 1 0 0 2 1
Palmer 1621 Knight 1 3 5 1 0
Rivers 1621 Esquire 0 0 0 2 2
Sidley 1621 Knight 1 0 0 0 1
Meredith 1622 | Esquire 0 0 0 0 0
Thornhurst 1622 Esquire 0 0 0 1 0
Dering 1627 Knight 0 0 1 2 1
Style I 1627 Esquire 1 0 0 1 1
Colepeper 1627 Esquire 1 0 0 0 0
Style II 1627 | Knight 0 0 0 1 1
Lyvesey 1627 Esquire 3 0 0 0 0
Dixwell 1628 Esquire 1 1 0 ] 0
Mayne 1641 Esquire 0 0 0 1 0
Boteler 1641 Esquire 0 1 0 0 0
Knatchbull 1641 Esquire 0 0 0 1 0
Heyman 1641 Knight 0 0 0 2 0
Tufton 1641 Knight 1 1 0 1 1
Baronet
Rayney 1642 of 1 0 0 0 0
Scotland
Baronet
Cowper 1642 of 0 0 0 0 0
Scotland
Williams 1642 | unknown 1 0 0 0 0
Hardres 1642 Esquire 0 0 0 1 0
Lennard 1642 Esquire 0 9 0 2 0
Waldegrave 1643 Knight 0 0 0 0 0
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employed over a long period in the province of Mutsu, but this was likely a
reflection of Mutsu's character as a frontline base in the conflicts of the period.

Establishment of the Baronetcy and Its Influence on
Local Communities in Early Modern England

by
NAKAMARU Hideki

In 1611, James I created the order of the baronet. However, the gentry
shunned this honour from its initiation up to the Restoration. What was the
reason for this? By investigating the process by which a baronetcy was
established and the social strata of its purchasers, this paper re-examines the
significance of titles for political society in early modern England.

While some historians such as J. Aylmer and J. Brewer have studied
offices sold by monarchs, there have been few studies focusing on the titles
of honour. L. Stone's The Crisis of the Aristocracy, 1558-1641 is the only
authoritative study on this subject. He argues that the rapid increase in
conferring titles by James I and Charles I diminished their prestige and this
inflation of honour helped promote social mobility. This book was written to
refute the thesis by H. Trever-Roper, who criticized R.H. Tawney's idea of
‘the rise of the gentry'. Later, it was shown that there were serious faults in
the assumptions of both sides in the ‘gentry controversy, and the dispute
ended without a clear resolution. However, consideration of social strata
during this period has not lost their significance. This paper will critically
review Stone'’s assertion, focusing on the baronetcy.

Since his succession to the English throne, James suffered from a lack of
funds. Baronetcies were originally introduced and began to be sold to make
up the deficit, but the official stated aim of this policy was to contribute to
promoting the plantation of Ulster. At first, the King and his councillors
intended to set the maximum number of titles at 200 to prevent their
deterioration in value. However, in the 1620s, this promise was broken and
peerages also began to be sold. Moreover, the original scheme of a direct
cash payment of £1095 to the Exchequer was abandoned, and the virtual
authority to make baronetcies was granted to courtiers to be resold. As a
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result, the actual lowest selling price for this title fell to about £200.

We first must inquire how this downward trend in prices affected the
social strata of the purchasers. The results of a survey using the Complete
Baronetage edited by G.E. Cokayne shows that the social estates of families
that purchased baronetcies overall began to decline. On establishment of the
order, the chief purchasers were holders of knighthoods, but this trend
gradually shifted to esquires. While a large proportion of early purchasers
were already MPs before acquiring the title, many of those acquiring a title
from 1615 to 1624 were elected MPs afterwards, and few of those who
obtained one from 1626 to 1630 got parliamentary seats at some point in
their lives.

How did the depreciation of this title affect local communities? To
examine this problem, we take up two counties, Kent and Norfolk, and
investigate herald visitations and a preceding topographical survey. The
result shows that although in the 1620s the status of families who were
granted a title dropped according to the fall in the title's value, there was
not a great social gulf between the purchasers in 1610s and those in the
1620s. The acquisition of the baronetcy enhanced mobility to a certain extent
within these social strata, but it should not be imagined that acquiring a
baronetcy gave esquires, let alone yeomen, a great opportunity to achieve
advancement in social rank.

Still, it is necessary to consider regional variations in the influence of
obtaining a baronetcy. In Kent, where the conflicts among families of the
gentry rarely occurred in the later 16th century, the pressure to acquire a
baronetcy did not increase. On the other hand, in Norfolk, where prominent
families had been struggling for power since the 1570s, more applicants
aspired to the honour. This survey seems to show that situations peculiar to
each region had an influence on the extent to which the social and political
value of baronetcy decreased.

Even if these regional differences are considered, it can be confirmed that
an inflation of honour occurred on the whole. However, we cannot affirm
whether this comprehensively accelerated social mobility. In the early
modern period, the easier it was to obtain titles, the lower their usefulness
was as a means to achieve social promotion. As a result, the inflation of
honour did not necessarily give lower-status gentry a great chance to rise to
a higher social position. In the long run, the establishment of a baronetcy
might even have enhanced the control of the landed gentry by increasing
the number of title-holders.
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