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On the Claim of a Woman: Slaves, She ren & A, and Li dan B H
Appearing on the Ski jie Wan an #&EHE%E of the Qin Bamboo Slips
Kept in Yue Lu Academy FHEE M

by
SHIMOKURA Wataru

In 2013 Shanghai Lexicographical Publishing House published volume
three of Qin Bamboo Slips Kept in the Yue Lu Academy HHEHBMZENRN and
the legal work titled Wei yu deng zhuang si zhong BRI thereby
became public. This article addresses the “Ski jie Wan an” BZNIHEZS one of
the zow yan shu ZE¥hE (varieties of legal precedents) that appears among
them and examines it from the standpoint of family history and familial
relations.

In this document, it is possible to confirm the date “Qinwang Zheng 18"
(BCE 229). Thereby, we understand that the trial occurred just prior to the
establishment of the Qin empire. The plaintiff was a woman named Wan I,
a former slave, who claimed that she had been threatened by someone
named Shi . The reason for the threat was that Wan had misreported the
family assets. When she was still a slave, Wan gave birth to the master’s
children and she was later freed from servitude, becoming the wife of her
former master. Because her husband had died, when Wan reported the
family finances in place of the young children, she did not report the debts
owed by her hushand’s she ren & A as family assets. Shi knew this fact and
threatened Wan. Wan thereafter destroyed the documentary evidence,
cancelling their debts, and moreover initiated a suit against Shi for
threatening her. Then, when the investigatory process began, it was
discovered that Wan, who should been the wife of her former master, did not
appear in the household record as his wife.

The people who appear in this case are extremely diverse. The plaintiff
Wan and the accused Shi were both freed slaves, as was her former
husband. Moreover, in this legal case, there also appear the four children
born of the union of Wan and her former lord, the former she rem of the
husband who were in his debt, as well as the relatives who lived in the same
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village as the husband, and the village officials who managed the household
records. In addition, it can be confirmed that the mutual-help organization
called a Ii dan BLH, which was composed of people from the same village,
also appear in the records. It can be affirmed that this legal case is an
excellent source in attempting to comprehend concrete examples in of the
relationships among people in civil society of the day.

In the first and second sections of this article I attempted a
comprehensive interpretation of the Shki jie Wan an case. Then in the third
and later sections, I argue in regard to the slaves, she ren, and li dan who
appear in this case. In the third section, I consider the slaves, and especially
their liberation. The purpose of this section is to elucidate the concrete
aspects of the relationship between master and slave during the period in
question. As a result of this analysis, I hypothesized the following. In some
cases during the Qin and early Han periods masters of slaves provided land
to slaves and gave them independence, just as they might help their own
children become independent, and it is probable that the master-slave
relationship was conceived as close to the parent-child relationship.

In the fourth section, I consider the relationship between the master and
she ren. Heretofore, she ren have been considered lower-ranking officials who
served under feudal lords or high-ranking officials. However, the she ren who
appear in this legal case are unlike those. The master-she ren relationship
seen in this document is a relationship between civilian people. The same
type of she ren can be seen in case 22 of the zou yan shu in the Han bamboo
slips from Zhang jia shan & & I, and, intriguingly, this case and the
relationship between master and servant seen in “Ski jie Wan an” are both
examples of hierarchical relations within a merchant group. The author
surmises from these examples that the master-ske ren relationship among
merchants of the Qin period was probably stressed on the principle of unity
based on strong bonds of mutual ties based on pseudo-family relationships.

In the fifth section, I consider the /i dan. This local mutual aid
organization seen in “Shi jie Wan an” was formed with the aim of lessening
the financial burden associated with a funeral when someone died in a
family. However, this function came to be fulfilled by the lineage group. This
change can be confirmed in the Latter-Han Si min yue ling MEH % cited in
the final section. We can hypothesize that there was a gradual increase in
the importance of patrilineal relationships as time passed.
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