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Factors Affecting Transformation Plan of China’s Applied Sciences
Universities: Focusing on the Differences among Local Governments

ZHANG lJieli

After entering the 21st century, the Chinese central government has gradually attached importance to 4-
year higher vocational education and applied sciences universities as providers of such education. These
applied sciences universities have not been newly established, but have been transformed from universities
administered by the local governments. To clarify the philosophies of the local governments, the
administrative bodies of the applied sciences universities, regarding planning and promoting the
transformation of these universities, this paper presents an analysis of governmental documents regarding
education and economy. The local governments, like the central government, are constantly advancing the
transformation of applied sciences universities in response to the needs of high-quality specialized technical
personnel arising from the economic development of various localities and changes in industrial structure.
Among them, the development needs of industry, the number of universities in each region, and the

composition of higher education are particularly important factors affecting the transformation plan.
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