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French Legal Reforms in August 2019 on Participation of Public Services
—— Authorization to Grant Legal Effect to Collective Agreement, Establishment of Social Committee

of Administration, etc. ——

Tadanori OKU

In France, the Act No. 2019-828 of 6 August 2019 on transformation of the public service (loi n° 2019-828 du 6 aoiit
2019 de transformation de la fonction publique) dramatically reformed the legal system on the participation of the public
services, considering the constitutional principle of participation of the workers in the collective determination of the
working conditions and in the management of the enterprises. The outline is as follows. Firstly, the Act authorized the
governmental ordonnance (ordonnance) to grant the legal effect to the collective agreement between the representatives
of the public employers concerned and the labor unions representing the majority of the public services concerned.
Secondly, it established the social committee of administration (comité social d'administration) in succession to the
technical committee (comité technique) and to the committee of hygiene, security, and working conditions (comité
d'hygiene, de sécurité et des conditions de travail). Thirdly, it integrated the formational levels of the administrative
paritaire commission (commission administrative paritaire) and restricted its competences. Fourthly, it reinforced the
competences of the common council of the public service (conseil commun de la fonction publique). The Constitutional
Council (Conseil constitutionnel) has decided that the establishment of the social committee of administration and the
reforms on the administrative paritaire commission conform to the constitutional principle of participation of the workers.
Considering the above, this article makes the following suggestions in designing the Japanese public service law. The first
is that the labor unions concluding the collective agreement will have to represent the majority of the public services
concerned if the legal effect is granted to the agreement. The next is that the discussions which will be held on granting the
legal effect to the agreement by the governmental ordonnance in France might be worth considering. The last is that the
problems which the act aims to resolve will have to be recognized when the committee, the commission, and the council

on the participation of the public services in France are considered.

Key words : French legal system on the participation of the public services, Granting of the legal effect to the collective

agreement, Social committee of administration



