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Summary

Since the 1970s, city festivals have enjoyed a rising status as intangible cultural properties and
even as global cultural heritage, and many receive considerable amounts of public funding. This
article traces the early stirrings of this development by offering a close analysis of the history of
Kyoto's Gion festival between 1941 and 1948, based on an unpublished record written by the head
of the Gion Floats Association. This record offers a first-hand account of the struggles to keep the
procession of floats going in 1941 and 1942, its cancellation in 1943, the efforts to save the floats in
1945, and the problems of reviving the procession during the Occupation years. It also sheds light
on the changing significations of the procession, from a display of “ancient art” and a valuable
tourism resource in the prewar period, to a solemn rite in prayer for victory during the war years,
and finally to a secular celebration of Kyoto culture after the war.

Keywords : Kyoto Gion festival, floats parade, Occupation period, separation of state and religion,
intangible cultural property
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