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Abstract

There are no “institutional” folklore studies in Taiwan, which is its unique point compared to
Japan, China and South Korea. There are no national academic societies, no specialized courses at
universities, no standard methodologies or textbooks. Of course, there have been also folk studies
in Taiwan. Modern research started during Japanese colonial period, a physical anthropologist
Takeo KANASEKI launched the magazine “Folk Taiwan” (1941-1945) which boosted the
momentum of “Taiwanese folklore.” After the WW2, Taiwanese researchers who participated in
“Folk Taiwan” launched “ Taiwan Falkways™ (1951-). Although researchers such as Lou Tzu-
k'uang, who came from mainland China, joined in to lead the research. However, it was not
possible to make the research as an independent discipline due to the political and social situation
during the Cold War. In 2003, the protection of folk cultural properties was started, which will be a
late start compared to Japan, China and South Korea. Despite high expectations for folk culture,
the absence of institutional folklore studies raises the issue. Further efforts are needed to
establish “Taiwanese folklore”.

Keywords : Takeo KANASEKI, Folk Taiwan, YUAN Chang-Rue, Taiwan Folkways, conserva-
tion of folk cultural properties
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