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The dissertation consists of 10 chapters. The summary of each chapter is as follows:

Chapter 1: Introduction

This chapter introduces the main themes of the thesis 1) social disaster vulnerabilities related
to gender and culture; 2) risk perception affecting individual disaster vesilience; and 3)
disaster preparedness in Japan. The chapter states the aim of the study as to better
understand how social vulnerabilities are perceived and created in disaster preparedness in
the Japanese context.

Chapter 2: Literature Review

This chapter explores the literature on the social and cultural context of Japan, the disaster
management (DM) resources and procedures strategies currently applied in Japan, and the
social vulnerabilities based on gender and ethnicity.

Chapter 3: Methodology

This chapter provides the background information about the sites of research for this study
and the analytical framework used to collect and analyze the data. Ethical and positionality
concerns associated with the project are also discussed.

Chapter 4: General Perception of Gender-based Disaster Risk in Japan

This chapter addresses perceptions of gender-based disaster risk of local Japanese residents
and identifies the predictors of public interest in gender-based disaster risk. The aims are to
establish whether people are aware of gender-based disaster risk issues and if their interest
and involvement in gender-based disaster risk can be predicted by their perceptions of risk.
Chapter 5: Demographic and Experiential Factors Influencing the Perception of Gender-
Based Disaster Risk

This chapter addresses the second objective of the study to test if and how risk perceptions
are influenced by demographic and experiential factors. The aim of this chapter is to examine
changes in gender-based risk perception. In particular, it examines how different populations-
for age, gender, and disaster experience react to the notion of gender-based disaster risk.
Chapter 6: General Perception of Disaster Risk among Foreign Residents in Kansai, Japan
This chapter addresses the perception of disaster risk among foreign residents in Japan and
investigates possible predictors for interest in disaster risk in the foreign communities of
Osaka and Kyoto. The aim of this chapter is to establish whether foreign residents in Kansai
are aware of disaster risks and which factors could predict their interest and invelvement in
disaster risk preparedness.

Chapter 7: Demographic, Language, and Experiential Factors Influencing the Perception of
Disaster Risk among Foreign Residents in Kansai, Japan

This chapter tests whether external factors influence the perception of disaster risk of foreign
residents in Kansai, Japan., The aim of this chapter is to establish if available knowledge,
gender and social background can predict interest and involvement in disaster risk of foreign
residents in Kansai,

Chapter 8: Disaster Vulnerabilities and Gendered Discourses in Disaster Preparedness in
Kyushu, Japan

This chapter explores the context around risk for women in Kyushu, Japan. In particular, it
aims to illustrate how discourses of gender are affecting disaster vulnerabilities for women.
Chapter 9: General Disaster Preparedness Challenges and Risk Vulnerabilities for Foreign




Residents in Japan

This chapter focuses on the context of disaster visk by analyzing discourses of disaster and
cultural narratives. The aim of this chapter is to outline the main challenges and
vulnerabilities in disaster preparedness with specific attention paid to how these challenges
affect different resident categories in Kansai, Japan.

Chapter 10: Conclusion

This chapter revisits the three study objectives and presents the final conclusions of the thesis.
It also offers some general policy recommendations and outlines the limitations of this study
as well as future research areas.
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