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Pedagogical Significance of Shunsuke Tsurumi’s “Marginal Art”:
A Comparison With John Dewey’s “Aesthetic Experience”

KAJIWARA Shun

This paper discusses the pedagogical significance in Shunsuke Tsurumi’s “Marginal Art” in comparison
with John Dewey’s “Aesthetic Experience.” First, it has been confirmed that Dewey’s Aesthetic
Experience has pedagogical significance even today in terms of opening up aesthetics to everyday
experience. Aesthetic experience has room for re-telling in terms of disordered heterogeneity and origins
for exploration. The following have been identified as possibilities for Tsurumi’s Marginal Art to develop
Dewey’s Aesthetic Experience and contribute to contemporary pedagogy. Tsurumi’s Marginal Art
attempts to revive “individuality” by taking “the gestures of everyday life” as its starting point. From the
“gestures of everyday life,” individual ways of life emerge via “living symbols.” Furthermore, Tsurumi
explains the process of people taking a step toward exploration, starting from “scratch,” living symbols.
Through the discussion, pedagogical suggestions regarding the urgency of learning and exploratory

learning are presented.
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