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Can Society Exist among Philosophical (or Neurological)
Zombies?: An Essay on Some of the Philosophical
Propositions about Niklas Luhmann's Social System Theory

KOBAYASHI Nobuyuki

Philosophical zombies have no consciousness. So according to Niklas Luhmann's Social
System Theory, communication cannot exist among them. They cannot communicate
with one another. But it appears as if they can. Which is the real aspect of society? Is
there anything about communication among them, between you and them? To be or not
to be, that's the main question of this essay. As far as you believe that there is with no
reason, you cannot tell why society is able to exist. So almost no one has ever explained
the reason in fact. But only the Social System Theory can show you the answer. Even
if only one person lives on the earth, this theory can work because of the fact that he/-
she has consciousness. The one is able to communicate with anything that he/she treats
as a person. So you don't know what/how the whole society is, but you can tell that it's
there. Whether or not you are the one, there is something about communication between
you and 'them'. Of course you cannot discern, by all appearances, a Philosophical zombie
from a human being. Therefore yon don't know how many people contribute to the
formation of society. In other words, there is no person in the privileged situation to
grasp a whole society image. However it is possible to say that the society you
contribute to form exists. Even if all of the other people were actually philosophical

zombies, only the Social System Theory could work.
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