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BetweenLoveLetterandNewspaper

- ThePolishRoyalAuthorityandNewsMediaintheSixteenthand

SeventeenthCenturies-*

SatoshiKOYAMA

I

JanIIISobieski , theKingofPolandandtheGrandDukeofLithuania
(1674- 96), isfamousforhismanyletterstohiswife , QueenMariaKazimiera
d'Arquien(Marysienka)l. Hisbest-knownletter2isonethatwaswrittenfrom

Viennain13September1683afterthevictoryovertheTurkisharmy ,whichhad
besiegedtheAustriancapitalsincethemiddleofJulyinthatyear. Sobieskiwrote

itinthetentoftheOttomanGrandVizier ,whosetroopshadbeencrushedbythe
ChristianalliedforcesunderSobieski'scommandthepreviousday. Inhisletter

Sobieskireportedtohis“fairest , mostbelovedMarysienka"thedetailsofthe

牢 This isanEnglishversionofmyarticleinJapanese , “Koibumi toshinbunnoaida.
Kinseip6rando6kentonyl1sumedia",inMAEKAWAKazuya(ed.),Komyunikesyonno
syakaishi(SocialHisto ηof Communication),Kyoto(inprint).
1 FortheeditionsofthecorrespondencebetweenMariaKazimieraandJanSobieski,the
followingabbreviationsareused:
HL=L おかlana SobieskiegodozonyMa ηiKazimie ηwraz zlistamitejkr6lewskiejrodziny
iinnychznakomi かch os6b,ed.byAntoniZygmuntHekel ,Krak6w1860.
ML=MariaKazimierad'ArquiendelaGrange, LisかdoJanaSobieskiego,ed.byLeszek
Kukulski,Warszawa1966.
ND=NormanDavies,Sobieski'sLega の':PolishHisto η1 1683-1983. ALecture,London
1985.ThislecturecontainsanEnglishtranslationoftheextractsofSobieski'sletters.
SL ニJan Sobieski, Lおかdo Marysienki, ed.byLeszekKukulski,2nded.,Warszawa
1970.
Thepagereferencesaregivenaftertheabbreviations.
2 HL385-387;SL522-526. FortheEnglishtranslationoftheextractsofthisletter ,
see:ND76-79.
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successfulbattleandrichbooties ,theacclamationsbythepeopleofVienna ,and
thestrainedrelationshipwiththeEmperor. Init ,thekingalsogavehiswifea
specialordertomakegazettesfromhisletter: “This letterwillmakeanexcellent
gazette[najl e.ρsz αgazeta] tosendouttoalltheworld ,addingquec'estlalettreduRoi
alaReine"3. Thequeensu 血ciently carriedouthisorder. Sofarasweknow ,
twenty-oneversionsinsixlanguagesofthegazetteweremadefromthisletterand
circulatedinalloverEurope 4•

Itmayseemstrangetotoday'sreadersthatthePolishkingreferredtohis
privatelettertohisbelovedwifeas “anexcellentgazette"andpublisheditfor“all
theworld"(i.e."allEurope"). Howevertheirattitudetothemediawasnot
somethingexceptionalinearly-modernPoland. Ourconcernistoconsiderhow
thePolishroyalauthoritymadeuseofcorrespondenceandthe“gazett e" for
politicalpurposesandhowtheyinfluencedpublicopinioninPolishsocietyinthe
sixteenthandseventeenthcenturies , especiallyduringthereignofJanIII
Sobieski.

II

The“gazett e"inearlymodernEuropediffersfromtoday'sdailynewspaperin
somerespects5. Theearliestformofanewspaperwasanirregularlypublished
newsletteroncurrenttopics ,whichwascalleddifferentlyineachcountrysuchas
Zeitungen , novelle , avisえgazette， nouvelles , newsletter , ornowiny. Thiskindof
publicationwasoftenillustratedwithengravings. Fromthebeginningofthe
seventeenthcentury ,inWestEuropeancountries ,somenewspapersbeguntobe
issuedregularly ,thoughmostofthemwereonlyweeklypublications. Evenafter
theemergenceoftheweeklypapers ,theoccasionalnewslettersdidnotceaseto
existandcontinuedtohaveawidecirculationalongsidetheregularnewspapers.
Theterm “gazette" inthisperiodincludednotonlyprintednewspapers ,butalso
handwrittennewsletters 6 • Thehandwrittennewsletters ,thoughtheircirculation
wassmall ,werefreefromanycensorshipandcouldbeissuedwithoutrequiring
muchtimenorcosttosetupthemintype. Thehandwritten“ gazett e",which

3 SL525(ND79).
4 Seethelistofthegazettesin:KonradZawadzki,LosylistuKr6talanaIIIdoMarii

Kazimie ηI 0zwyci~stwie wiedenskim1683roku,Warszawa[1983],pp.49-52.
5 See:JanLankau,Prasas抱ropolska natIerozwoju ρrasy wEuropie1513-1729,Krak6w
1960;JanPirozynski, Zdziej6wobieguinformacjiwEuropieXVIwieku. Nowinyz
Polskiwkolekcjilanalakuba 防cka wZuηchu ztat156 0-158 久 Krak6w 1995, pp.
43-81.
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gavepublicinformationtolimitedandspecificpersons ,wassomethingbetweena
privateletterandaprintednewspaper. Thesegazettesofeverykindwerenot
onlyreadsilentlybyindividualpersons ,butalsoreadaloudorsungonthestreet ,
copiedbyhand ,andpassedonfromonetoanother. Inthiswaythegazettescould
communicateinformationtomorepeoplethantheoriginalnumberoftheircopies.
Sobieski'slettertoMariaKazimierafromViennawascirculatedintheformof
theoccasionallypublishednewsletter.ThePolishmonarchyhadmadeuseofthis
kindofmediaforwarpropagandasincethebeginningofthesixteenthcentuη ，7 .

In1514HieronymusHoltzel , apublisherinNuremberg , issuednewslettersin
German ,whichreportedthevictoryofthePolisharmyovertheforcesofMoscow
inthebattleofOrsza8. ItwasprobablypublishedundertheorderofthePolish
monarchy ,becauseHoltzelhadbeenawardedtheprivilegeofpublishingabout
PolishaffairsbyZymuntIStary ,theKingofPoland ,in15129 • Newslettersonthe
PolishwarwithMoscowwerealsoissuedinotherGermancities , Italy, France ,
SpainandNetherlands.
Inthesecondhalfofthesixteenthcentury , StefanBatory(1576-86)made
effortstopropagatehissuccessinwarbyapresscampaign. WhenBatorymade
themilitaryexpeditiontoGdanskin1577,hegrantedMikolajSzarfenberger ,a
publisherinCracow ,theprivilegeofpublicationineveryplacewherethePolish
armywouldbestaying. Szarfenbergerleftthemanagementofthis“mobile
printinghouse(drukarnialatajlJca)"tohisapprenticeWalentyLapka. From1577
tωo 1581ιapka' 、s printing house moved all over the Po叫Ii 詰sh· 孔i社thuani 泊an 1

CommonwealthasthewaragainstMosc ∞ow advanced;itplayedtherole0ぱf “t出he

militarypressbureau 正"η' 1叩o . Batoryalsopublicizedhismilitarysuccessesfor
audienceabroad. AcontemporaryhistorianReinholdHeidensteinsaysthatthe
kingorderedareportbepublishedonthewaragainstMoscowfirstinLatinand
afterthatalsoinPolish , German ,andMagyartranslationsll.

6 See:KazimierzMaliszewski, Obraz ダ'wiata iRzeczyρospolitej ω lうolskich gazetach
r~ko ρismiennych zokresup6inegobaroku. Studiumzdziej6wksztaltowania si~ i
rozpowszechnianiasarmackichstereo かρ6w wiedzyiinformacji0"theatrummundi" ,Torun
1990.
7 ForthebibliographicaldataoftheoccasionallypublishednewslettersaboutPolish

affairs,see:KonradZawadzki, Gazeかulotne ρolskieiPolskidotyczqceXVI-XVIIIwieku.
Biblio g:向井a ， vol.1-3,Wroclaw1977, 1984,1990.
8 Ibid. ,vol.1,p.1,no.4.
9 JanPtasnik, “Wstf;p"in:Id.,CracoviaimpressorumXVetXVIsaecrum,Leopli1922,p.
169.
10Ibid. ,pp.313-314;AlodiaKawecka-Gryczowa, “Dziejedrukarnilataj,!cej" ,in:Id.,Z
dziej6wpolskiejksiqzkiwokresieRenesansu. Studiaimateriaか， Wroclaw1975,p.206.
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Thismethodofpropagandahadalreadyestablisheditselfbytheendofthe
sixteenthcentury. KonradZawadzkiinvestigated284newslettersonPolish
topics(ofwhich88wereprintedinPoland)issuedduringthereignofZygmuntIII
Waza(1587-1632).Hepointsoutthatexceptforfewcasestheircontentswere
consistentwiththeinternalandforeignpoliciesofZygmuntIII , whowaspro ・

HabsburgsandsupportedtheCounterReformation 12 • Thisfactsuggeststhat
thesenewslettersreliedforthemostpartoninformationfromthePolishroyal
chancellery. Concerninginternalpolitics , however , royalpropagandahadonly
limitedinfluences. UrszulaAugustyniak ,whostudiedthepoliticalpropagandain
thereignofZygmuntIII , pointsoutthatforszlachta(thePolishnobility)the
uno 血cial channelofinformation ,whichwasheldbythemagnate(theupperstrata
ofszlachta) ,wasnolessimportantthanthe0血ci al publicityputoutbytheroyal
au 出orit y13 .

ThePolishmonarchyalsobuiltupthemailservicesystem.In1558Zygmunt
IIAugustopenedthepostalservicebetweenCracowandVeniceandgaveits
commissiontoanItalianmerchantProsperoProvana. SincethenthePolishroyal
mailservicehadbeencommissionedforthemostparttoItalianfamilies ,suchas
theTaxisortheMontelupis. Bythemiddleoftheseventeenthcenturythe
networkofpostalserviceinPolandspreadtoWarsawandWilnointheeast ,and
toPoznan ,TorunandGdanskinthenorth 14 •

Theestablishmentofthemailservicesystem ,whichgavethecirculationof
informationsomecontinuityandregularity ,becametheimportantprecondition
fortheregularpublicationofnewspapers. Weeklynewspapers ,whichbeganto
bepublishedinWesternEuropeintheseventeenthcentury , dependedonthe
weeklycycleofthemailservice 15• Anannouncementoftheforthcomingissuein
aPolishnewsletter ,whichreportedonthewaragainstMoscow(1633),showsthat
therewassomedemandforthecontinualpublicationofnewspapersalsoin
Poland:

YouaskforanewspaperfromSmolensk,
Forwhichyouarewaitingimpatiently,

11RejnoldHejdensztein, DziejePolskiodsmierciZygm 仰ta Augustadoroku1594 ,
translatedbyM.Gliszewski,Vol.I ,Petersburg1857,p.307.
12KonradZawadzki,Prasaulo! 仰za ZygmuntaIII ,Warszawa1997,p.42.
13UrszulaAugustyniak, Informαcja ipropagandawPolscezaZygmuntaIII , Warszawa

1981,p.197.
14400tat ρocz か ρolskiej ， Warszawa1958,pp.13-31.
15JanuszAndrzejDrab, Obieg仇，!ormacji wEuropiew ρ%wie XV 万wieku wswietle
drukowanychir~kopismiennychgazetwzbiorachwa かk a1iskich ， Lublin1993,pp.15-25.
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Andarereadytopayalotofmoney,ifsomeonewouldwriteit.
Don'tspendsuchmoney.
Youhadbetterpayonlytengroszyforaprintednewspaper,andreadandenjoyit.
Youcanaskforthenextissueinthepublishinghouse,ifyouwanttogetitl 6•

Thisannouncementalsoshowsthattheprintednewspaperwascheaperthanthe
writtennewsletterandtheprintinghouseissuednewspaperscontinuously ,though
irregularly ,followingtheprogressofthewar. However ,inseventeenthcentury
Poland ,wherethepopulationdensitywaslowandtherewerefewcitieswithmore
than10,000 population , itwasmoredi 血cult topublishprintednewspapers
regularlythaninWestEuropeancountries.
ThefirstweeklynewspaperprintedinPolishlanguagewasMerkuriusz

Polski 17,whichbeganpublicationontheoccasionofopeningoftheSejm(theDiet)
in1661. AlthoughtheroyalcourtbackedupMerkuriusztopropagandizeitsidea
ofthepoliticalreform , itlastedonlysevenmonths , fortheSejmrejectedthe
reformativeproposalsofthemonarchy. ItwasHieronimPinocci ,amerchantof
CracowandroyalsecretaryfromItaly,whoeditedMerkuriusz. Overtenyears
Pinoccihadcollectedinformationonforeigna旺airs throughthenewspapersand
theprivatelettersfromWestEuropeancountries , andonthebasisofthem
regularlyissuedthehandwrittennewsletters. Hecouldmakegooduseofhis
experienceineditingthehandwrittengazetteforthepublicationofthenew
printednewspaper 18• ItisworthnotingthatPinocciissuedalsoaweekly
newspaperinItalianentitledContinuationedelMercurioPolacco, whichwasan
ItalianversionofMerkuriusz. AlthoughContinuationecarriedonlytheaccounts
ofPolishmatters ,MerkuriuszPolskicarriedalsoarticlesonforeignaffairs19 • Even
afterthediscontinuanceofMerkuriusz , Pinoccicontinuedtogatherinformation
fortheroyalchancelleryuntilthebeginningofthereignofJanIIISobieski2ー.
AfterPinocci'sdeathin1676, CosimoBrunetti , whowasalsoaroyalsecretary
fromItaly ,tookoverthistask. In1683JanIIIlicensedJerzyAleksanderPriami
topublishgazettes ,andin1695thekinggrantedhimthemonopolisticpriviledge
forthepublicationofprintednewspapersinPolish ,LatinandItalianlanguages.

16AdamBar, “Zarys dziej6wczsopismiennictwapolskiegodowybuchupowstania
listopadowego",in:Katalogwystawyczasopism ρolskich odw.XVIdor.1830 ,Krak6w
1938,p.16.
17MerkuriuszPolski,ed.byAdamPrzybos,Krak6w1960.
18KarolinaTargosz,HieronimPinocci.Studiumzdziej6wkultu ηnaukowej wPolscew
XVIIwieku , Warszawa,pp.47-59.
19JanSulowski, “Wloska odmiana “Merkuriusza Polskiego"", Zeszyか ρrasoznawcze， 1

(1967),pp.65-74.
20SobieskiwaselectedtothePolishthronein1674.
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Priami , whohadacloserelationwithPinocci , wasalsoaroyalsecretaη T from
Italy21.

ThuswecansaythatthePolishmonarchyhadsomeexperienceinpress
campaignsincethebeginningofthesixteenthcentury. Themailserviceandthe
publicationofgazettesinsixteenthandseventeenthcenturyPolanddepended
greatlyontheItalianconnectionsintheroyalcourt;thisrelationshipcontinued
untilthereignofJanIIISobieski. Inthesecondhalfoftheseventeenthcentuη T ，

thoughweeklyprintednewspapershadnotyetbecomeestablishedinPoland ,
occasionallyprintednewspapersandregularlyhandwrittennewsletterswerein
circulationasthenewsmediaoncurrenttopics.

III

JanSobieskienteredintocorrespondencewithMariaKazimiera ,whenhewas
stillanunmarriedcaptainoftheroyalstandard 幽bearers (chorQzywielkikoronny).

MariaKazimiera ,whohadcomefromFrancetoPolandinthesuiteofthequeen
Marie-Louise(LudwikaMaria) , marriedthevoivode(wojewodl α) ofKiev, Jan
Zamoyskiin165822.AtfirstMariaKazimieraandSobieskiwrotetoeachotherin
ordertoexchangeinsideinformationontheroyalcourtandthepoliticalsituation
inthePolish-LithuanianCommonwealth23.Sobieskibecameaninformationagent
forMariaKazimiera ,whohadleftthequeen'scourtafterthemarriageandhada
thirstforthenewsfromWarsaw. InheroldestlettertoSobieskiatthebeginning
ofNovember1659, MariaKazimierarequestedhimtosendher “the news
aboutTheirMajestiestheKingandtheQueen"24. Shehopedthattheir
correspondencewasnotunilateral ,butkeptupongive-and-takeground: “I feel
muchbeholdentoyouforyoure宜arts tosharetheinformationwithme. I'm
afraidthatbecauseofmycuriosityyoumighthavemuchtroubleandfeel
disgustedwithme. I'llwriteyouaboutwhatwillhappeninmyregion ,because
Iwanttogiveyouagiftinreturn"25. Wecanseethesameattitudeinanother
letterofherstoSobieski ,inwhichshetouchedontheircorrespondencewiththe

21KarolinaTargosz,JanIIISobieskimecenasemnaukiuczonych,Wrodaw-Warszawaｭ
Krak6w1991, pp.66-72 , 80-81,89-90.
22MichalKomasz 同ski ， Pi~kna kr6lowaMariaKazimierad'Arquien-Sobieska1641-1716 ,
Krak6w1995,s.35-39.
23ThereremainMariaKazimiera'sletterstoSobieskibetweenNovember1659andJune

1664,butSobieski'sletterstoMariaKazimeiraonlyafterOctober1664.
24 乱IJ:L 100.
25ML103.
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queenLudwikaMaria: “PleaseletmeknowwhatHerMajestywillwritetoyou.
I'llwriteyouwhatShewillwritetome"26. MariaKazimierasenttoSobieskinot
onlyherownletters ,butalsothenewspapersfromWesternEurope ,whichshegot
fromherrelativeinFrance27.

Ontheotherhand , itseemsthatatfirstSobieskididnotwritelettersto
anotherman'swifewitheagerness. MariaKazimieraonceburstintoaragefor
hercorrespondent'slackofenthusiasm: “You areastupidman ,ifyoutakeitfor
grantedthatyourcorrespondentwilltakepaintowritetoyou ,whileyouspend
yourtimeonlyinpleasure. Youaregreatlymistaken ,ifyouthinkthatsomeone
shouldbecomeyourgazette"28. Itisimportantthatshewroteherownroleasa
“ gazett e".Theircorrespondencestartedasakindofnewsletter ,whichreported
continuouslyinformationoncurrenttopics. Howevertheyexchangedlettersnot
oncommercialbasislikePinocci ,butwithinthepatronagerelationshipbetween
theroyalcouple , especiallythequeenLudwikaMariaandthem29. Maria
KazimierarequestedSobieski “to sendmetheinformation ,becauseHerMajesty
wantstoknownews" ,andgavehimaninstruction: “Pleaseaddresstomeletters
forHerMajestyinfuture. TheywillcertainlybereceivedbyHerMajesty"3o.
SobieskihadtosendletterstothequeenviaMariaKazimiera , because
sendinglettersaddresseddirectlytothequeenirivolvedsomeriskofbeingstolen
orforgedbyathirdperson. MariaKazimiera'slettersalsowerenotfreefrom
dangerintheleast: “You shouldnotbesurprisedtoseethattheytriedevery
possiblemeanstogetmyletter.[...]IcheckedwithmyowneyeshowStawkihad
touchedmyletter ,whichIhadsealedbymyself"31. ShewarnedSobieskitoseal
hislettersmorecarefully: “Pleasesealyourlettermorefirmly.Anyonecanopen
lettersaddressedtome. Itissafertousesealingwaxes. I'llsendyougood
sealingwaxesbyparcel. Pleasesealaconfidentialletterwithredwax. Forthe
otherletters ,pleaseusewaxesofothercolors"32. Sherepeatedlyadvisedhimto
burnherlettersafterreadingthem33. ItisthankstoSobieski,whodidnotfulfill
heradvice ,thatwecanreadthemtoday. MariaKazimierawasawarethatitwas
impossibletokeepthecontentsoftheirlettersstrictlysecret: “When nextwe

26ML129.
27ML129.
28ML110.
29ZbigniewWojcik,JanSobieski1629-1696,2nded.,Warszawa1994,pp.76 一77.

30 乱1L 131.
31ML135.
32ML132.
33 乱1L 102, 107,130.
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meet , I'lltellyouaspecialthingbywordofmouth. Itisnotonlyaspecial ,but
alsoaterriblestory. Pleasedon'ttellittoanyone.Youshouldnotaskmeabout
itinletters. Ican'twriteaboutsuchthing. [...JTheyopeneveryletter. Please
becareful"34.

Fromthesummerof 1661, therewasachangeinthetoneoftheir
correspondence ,becauseSobieskihadfalleninlovewithher. Thatautumnthey
secretlypromisedtoloveeachotherintheCarmeliteChurchinWarsaw35.

Fallingtoanillicitloveaffair ,theybegantowritetheirlettersincodeinorderto
keeptheirlovea白irs asecret. Inthecorrespondencetheyreplacedsomekey
wordsandperson'sn出nes withotherwords36. Forexample , MariaKazimiera
transcribedherownnameas “Astree" , “rose"or “essence";herhusband'sname
‘Zamoyski' as"flute"; ‘Sobieski' as “Celadon" , “autumn" or “gunpowder"; and
'LudwikaMaria'into “Hamaleon" ， 、llip" or“Trictrac"37. Shealsoreplacedthe
word‘lett er 'with“jam"or“fruit ",‘ love'with“orange",and‘health'with“smell".
Inherletterssheoftenusedseveralcodenamesforthesamepersoninorderto
increasethecomplexity: “I don'tknowwhytheautumndidn'tsendanyfruittoits
ownrose. Theessenceisanxiouswhetherthesmellofgu n.ρowder wasspoiledor
not"38. Usingcodes ,whichonlytheycoulddecode ,musthavehads仕engthened
theirbondsoflove.
InApril1665 ,MariaKazimiera'shusbandJanZamoyskidied. Afterseveral

months , SobieskimarriedMariaKazimiera39. WehaveSobieski'slettersto
MarisienkaonlyafterOctober1664. InthemSobieskiusedthesamecodesas
MariaKazimeiraandcontinuedtowriteincodeevenaftertheirmarriage. He
wrotetohiswifeintensively , whenthecouplewereseparatedfromeachother
becauseofSobieski'smilitaryexpeditions(1665-66 , 1672, 1675-76 , 1683)or
Marysienka'svisitstoheroldhomeinFrance(1667-68 , 1670-71). Theletters
duringtheexpeditionwerenumberedinorderoftimetheyweresentout. Most

34ML118.
35Komaszynski,op.cit.,pp.54-55. ZbigniewW6jciksaysthatthisoccurredinJune
1661. W6jcik,op.cit.,pp.82-83.
36Theyalsousedcodenumbers.Forexample,SL260-267.
37 “Astr 白" and“Celadon"arenamesofthecharactersintheFrenchbaroquenovel
L'AstreebyHonored'Urfe. Ontheinfluenceofthebaroquenovelsonthe
correspondencebetweenMariaKazimieraandSobieski,see:LeszekKukulski, “Jan
Sobieskiepistolograf", in:Literatuta, komparatystyka, folklor. Ks
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ofhislettersbeginwithsuchapassionatesalutationas“Totheonlydelightformy
mindandsoul ,themostbeautifulanddearestMarysienka!" ,andendwithsuchan
a妊ectionate complimentaryclosingas“ Ihugyou ,themostbeautifulwomaninthe
world , andkissyouamilliontimes". Thereisaverywidediversityinthe
contentsofhislettersfromthereportonthewartothecomplaintaboutthatthe

wifedidnotwritetohimasmuchashe40.ThemoststrikingfeatureofSobieski's
lettersistheveryardentexpressionsofhisaffectionforhiswife. Hesometimes
adoreshispartner'sbody41andevenreferstotheirbehaviorsinthebedroom42.

Inthissensetheircorrespondence ,whichhadstartedasthe“gazett e"forpractical
purposes , hadchangedintothesweet“fruit " (i.e.loveletter)astheirsexual
relationshipdeveloped ,thoughtheircorrespondencewasneverdeprivedofthe
functionofcommunicatingoncurrentpublicaffaires. Inadditiontoit ,theymade
useoftheirlettersforwarpropagandaduringSobieski'smilitaryexpeditionto

Vienna.

IV

In15August1683JanIIISobieskiandhisarmyleftCracowforAustria. 22
AugustontheborderofPolandhepartedfromMarysienka. Inthemiddleof

SeptemberSobieskiwonthebattleofViennaagainsttheOttomanforces. After
thathefoughtinoneplaceafteranotherinHungarypursuingthefleeingenemy.

HereturnedintriumphtoCracow23December. Beforethen , 15Decemberhe
metagainwithhisbelovedwifeatStaryS~cz neartheborderwithHungary43.

40WhenSobieskihadheardnothingfromMarysienkastayinginFrance, hebecame
irritatedandwroteherintheletterdated19November1670:"Icouldknowwhereyou
stayedandwhereyouweregoingonlyfromthepublicnewspapers. I'llsendyouas
evidenceacopyofthenewspaper, whichsaysthatnowyouarestayinginParis.
PleaseimaginehowashamedIamofitandhowmyenemiesandopponentstake
delightinit". SL348.
41Heoftenreferstothesexualpartsofhiswife'sbodyinhisletters.Inthesecaseshe
usedeuphemismssuchas “abeautyspot"or “asmallspider".SeeSL47,48 ,60 ,71 ,
86,106.
42InthelettertoMarysienkadated25July1675,Sobieskisaysthatinthemilitarycamp
helearnedfromacaptiveKalmykhowtomakeloveinadifferentmannerandasksher
toconsiderwhetheritwillbeacceptableforher. Thispartoftheletterhadbeen
eliminatedbothinHLandSLforthereasonthatitwasvulgar,butTadeuszZelenski
(Boy)quoteditinhisMαηsienka Sobieska(1937).See:T.Zelenski(Boy), Pisma,vol.
VII ,Warszawa1956,pp.180-181.
43W6jcik ， 。ρ. cit.,pp.326-344.
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Duringthisexpeditionoflessthanfourmonths , Sobieskisent32letterstohis
wife44. Hewrotealettertohereverythreeorfourdaysonaverage. If
Marysienkaalsowrotetohiminthesamepace ,about60lettersmighthavecome
andgonebetweenthem. Buttodayweknowofonly30lettersfromSobieskito
hiswifeand2lettersfromMarysienkatoherhusband.
Thelettersweresentbymessengersorbymail. Thetransportationby
messengerswasnotalwaysfasterthanthepostalservice. MariaKazimiera
complainedtoSobieskiaboutit: “My Dearest ,whydidyousendtheletterbya
messenger ,ifhewasnotfasterthanthepostman?"45Butthemailservicewasnot
freefromdanger. Sobieskiwroteinaletterdated9September1683that
postmenhaddeliveredmailtohiscamptwiceaweek ,but“ God knowswhether
themailwillarrivehereinfuture , because , asthepostmastersays , somemen
behindushavealreadykilledtwopostmenonhorsebackandplunderedthem"46.
MariaKazimierawasalsoworriedwhethertheletterstoherhadbeenstolen: “I
cametotheconclusionthattheparceladdresedtomehadbeenplundered. [...]
Undersuchconditionswecan'texpectourletterstobereceived ,ifwewritethem
toeachother. Sowemustconsideranotherwaytosendourletters. Weshould
haveourownmailserviceontheroute , whichyouconsiderasthebestand
shortest.TwentyCossackswillbequiteenough. Inthiswayyoucanreleaseme
fromtheworstagony ,whichIhaveexperiencedsincemybirth.[...]Ican'twrite
everythingtoyou ,becauseIcan'ttrustthepostalservice"47.
AlthoughMariaKazimierawasanxiousthattheletterstoherwouldbe

plundered , sheeagerlyreadthelettersaddressedtootherpersons: “I couldget
newsaboutyouonlyfromyourletterstobothcommandersinchiefofLithuanian
armydated17[September1683],theletteroftheequerrytothebishopofKiev
andSarnowski'sletter. Theselettersandalsothelettertothenuncioreferto
yourmeetingwiththeEmperor"48. Thiskindofcorrespondencewasthemost
importantmedium ,throughwhichtheycouldgetinformationontheprogressof
thewarquickly. Eachletterfromthefrontwasreadinturnintheroyalcourt.
Inherletterdated3October1683MariaKazimierasays: “I wanttoknoweventhe
mosttriflingmattersandfeelashamedforthisreason. BecausetheyknowthatI
readyourlettersahundredtimes , andstillIalsoreadasmanyletterstoother

44Wecanknowthewholenumberofhislettersduringtheexpeditionfromtheserial
numbergiventoeachletterbySobieski.
45ML246.
46SL513.
47ML243.
48ML243.
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personsasIcanget , thoughtheywroteonthesamethingsrepeatedly"49.
Sobieskialsoreadthelettersfromhiswiferepeatedlyinthefront: “ I readyour
letterthreetimesatleast ,evenwhenIaminthemostserioussituation.Thefirst
time ,whentheletterarrives. Thesecondtime ,whenIlieinbedfreefrompublic
affairs.Thethirdtime ,whenIansweralettertoyou"50.Butthecorrespondence
wasnotenoughforhim ,whowantedtoknowthesituationofEuropeancountries.
Heaskedthe queen “to sendusthenewsfromtheFrenchandDutch
gazettes"51.

JanIIISobieskinotonlyreadnewspapersatthefront ,buthealsomadean
“ excellent gazette"ofhisownlettertoMaηTsienka asstatedabove52. Whatkind

ofgazettewasmadeofthelettertothequeen?

KonradZawadzki ,whoinvestigatedthegazettesbasedontheletterdated13
September1683,lists5Polish ,8German , 5Italian , 1English , 1Spanishand1
Danishversions. Outofthem ,weshallnowlookmorecarefullyinto18versions ,
whichhavebeenmicrofilmedandareownedbyNationalLibraryinWarsaw53.

EveryversionindicatesinthetitlethatitisaletterofthePolishkingtothe
queen ,andkeepstheepistolaryformwritteninthefirstpersonexcepttheversion
PV,inwhichthestyleischangedintothethirdperson. Theimportantpointto
noteisthattheircontentsarenotthesameasthatofSobieski'soriginalletter.
Thesalutationtothequeen 54,theking'sordertomakenewspapers 55,andthepart
inwhichSobieskiexpressedhissuspicionagainsttheEmperor56intheoriginal

letteraredeletedinallversions. Therearealsoseveralsentences ,whichhave
beenchangedinthegazettes. Forexample ,astothesceneoftheacclamationfor
SobieskibythepeopleofVienna ,whileintheoriginalletterthepeoplehesitated

49ML249.
50SL516-517.
51SL548.
52Sobieskihadonceissuedthesimilarinstructionduringthemilitaryexpeditionto
Ukraineayearafterhisenthronement. SeeSL452.
53ThecollectionofNationalLibraryinWarsawlacks2Italianand1Danishversions.
Seethelistintheendofthisarticle.
54SL522(ND76): “ Only solaceofmyheartandsoul, myfairest, mostbeloved
Marysienka!"
55SL525(ND79). Seethequotationinthisarticle,p.32.
56SL525(ND79): “ TheEmperorwhoissailingdowntheDanubeisnowjustamileand
ahalfaway;Icansee, however,thatheisnottookeenonseeingme,givenhispomps
andvanities;ontheotherhand,hewouldliketoarriveinthetownassoonaspossible
pourchanterIe'TeDeum'. Iwithdrawinhisfavour, mosthappytoavoidthese
ceremonies,whichisalltherewardwehavesofarexperienced".

41



S.KOYAMA

tocheerforfearofthe0血cersandwererestrainedfromtheexcessiveacclamation

bythem 57,thegazettessaythatsomepeoplecriedout ‘Vivat' inspiteofthat “I
[Sobieski]askedtheGerman0血cers tokeepthepeopleincalm".Thesentence ,
whichfollowsintheoriginalletterandreferstothediscordbetweenthe
commanderofthecivilarmyandthecitycouncil58,waseliminatedinallversions.
TheinformationintheoriginalletterabouttheEmperorwho“hassentamessage
aheadthatheisonlyonemileaway"59waschangedintotheexcuseforSobieski's

avoidinghismeetingwiththeEmperorbythemilitaryreason60. Two0血cers

falleninthebattle , towhomtheoriginalletterrefersonlyas “the two吋1 ， are

mentionedwiththeir0伍cialranksinthegazettes62. Fromthelastparagraphof

theoriginalletter63theeditorsofthegazetteremovedtheclosingsalutationto

Sobieski'sfamilyandinstructionstotheLithuanianandCossackarmies. Instead ,
asentencesaysthatSobieskigavehorsesandjewelstotheKurfiirstofBavaria
andtheprincessofFrance64. Asawholetheyremovedtheprivatemessagesin

theoriginalletter , coveredupthestrainedrelationsbetweenSobieskiandthe
EmperorortheGerman0血cers ， andemphasizedthePolishking'sgenerosity.

Itisworthnotingthattherearesomedifferencesnotonlybetweentheoriginal
letterandthenewspapers , butalsoamongtheversionsofthelatter. For
example ,theepisodeoftheTartarwivesintheoriginalletter65isremovedinthe
Polishversions ,butappearsinsomeversionsoftheotherlanguages66. Sobieski's
promiseofmeetingagainwithhiswife67remainsonlyintwoGerman ,oneItalian
andoneSpanishversions68. The0伍ci al rankofHieronimLubomirski ,whichis
mentionedastheMarshaloftheCourt(marsza/ek 仰dworny) intheoriginal

57SL524(ND78): “Theywouldallhavelikedtocry‘Vivat ' butitwasplainthatthey
fearedtheir0伍cersandsuperiors.Onegroupcouldnotresistandtimorouslycriedout
‘Vivat 'whichIsawwasfrownedon".
58SL524(ND78): “Relations,Inotice,arenotverygoodbetweenthecommanderand
thecitycouncil,forwhentheygreetedme,hedidnotevenbothertointroducethem".
59SL524(ND78-79).
60AllversionsexceptE: “Although theEmperorhassentamessageaheadthatheisonly
onemileaway,Ihavenooccasiontoseehim,becauseIhurrytopursuetheenemy".
61SL524-525(ND79).
62Allversions: “thestarostaofHaliczandtheSecretaryofCourtTreasury".
63SL526.
64AllversionsexceptDIandDII.
65SL523(ND77): “ YouwillnotbeabletosaytomeastheTartarwomensaytotheir
husbandswhentheyreturnempty-handed: ‘You arenowarriortoreturnwithout
booty',becausehewhocapturesbootymustbeatthefront".
66DI,DII,DV,DVI,DVII,DVIII,IIIIandS.
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letter 69, ischangedintotheCrownMarshal(marsza/ekkorrony)inthePolish
versions ,exceptPVthatkeepstheoriginalformhere.Hencewecansaythatthe
versionsinotherlanguagesarenotsimpletranslationsofthePolishversions;some
German ,ItalianandSpanishversionsmorecloselyfollowtheoriginalletterthan
thePolishversions. Alsoamongtheversionsofthesamelanguage(forexample ,
thePolishversions) ,therearesomedifferences. Itisclearthatthegazetteshas
beeneditedandtranslatedbymorethanoneperson , thoughitisdi 伍cult to
reconstructthewholegenealogyoftheseversions.
Toacertainextentwecanlookinatthebackstageofthepublicationof
gazettesthroughthecorrespondenceoftheroyalcouple. Sobieskiwroteinthe
letterdated17September1683: “Pleaseordertodeviseagazettefrommyletter ,
butdon'tmentionofwhatIcomplainedinit"70. ItiscertainfromMaria
Kazimiera'sletterdated3October1683thatsheherselftookpartintheeditingof
thegazettes: “ I orderedtomakesuchgazette. Ialsoorderedtoaddinitthatyou
hadbecomeanheiroftheGrandVizierandthatitwassoldierswhohadbenefited
fromtherichtreasures ,whichhadbeeninthetentoftheGrandVizier. Ialso
orderedtoaddthefurthercommentsthatyouhaddistributedwhathadbeenleft
ofthebootiesamongthelordsandKurfiirstsinthearmy;thatyouhadpresented
tothelordsandtheEmperorthehorses ,whichyouhadbroughtfromPoland ,with
splendidharnesses;andthatyouhadalsopresentedtotheKurfiirstsandthe
generalsthehorsesandtheotherexpensivethings ,whichyouhadboughtfrom
yourfollowers"71. Aswementionedabove ,allversionsofthegazetteemphasis
Sobieski'sgenerosity ,thoughtheydonotalwaysfollowthequeen'sordersasa
whole.
Thepublishedgazettes , however , didnotsatisfythePolishking. He
explodedintoangrywordsinhisletterdated6October1683: “What Ihadwanted
tokeepinsecrethasbeenprintedinPolish. Theymadeextractsfrommyletter
toyouandaddedstupidwordstoithereandthere. ForGod'ssake ,pleaseorder

67SL525: “And wewillbeabletomeetagaininStryjaswehavepromised,ifGodwill
saveus.PleasegiveorderstoMr.Wyszynskitheretoreadyastoveandrepairthe
building".
68DVII ,DVIII ,IIIIandS.
69SL524(ND78). Onthisofficialranktherearesomedifferencesalsoamongtheother
versionsthanPolish. DI, DII , DV, DVII , DVIII , IIIIandSrefertoitas “the
MarshaloftheCourt", whileD Il l , DIV, DVI, IIandIIInoteitas “the Crown
Marshal'¥ThereisnomentionofitinE.
70SL532.
71ML251-252.
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tobuyupandburnthem. Theyhavedamagedmyhonormostheavily"72. We
cannotidentifywhetherthefivePolishversionsdiscussedabove , includethe
extracts ,atwhichSobieskigotangry.Itispossiblethattherevisededitionswere
publishedaftertheinconvenientversionshadbeenrecalledandscrapped.Atany
rateSobieskihadtobecomenervous ,becausehewasinrivalrywiththeEmperor
andtheGermanlordsovertheestimationoftheirachievementsinthebattleof
Vienna73. ThegazettesontheEmperor'ssidespreadrumorsandhadalow
opinionofthePolishking. Sobieski , whohadgotten irritated , mounteda
counteroffensivebyhispen: “I havefinishedwritingagazetteinmypoorFrench ,
becausenoonewriteshonestly , whilenewspaperswriteonussounfaithfully.
Pleaseordertoreviseanddeliveritinordertomakeourenemieshappy"74.
SobieskialsowroteaforgedlettertothecourtieroftheFrenchkinginorderto
denytherumoragainsthim75, andsentmoneytohisagentinHagueforthe
publicationofgazettesagainstthenewspapersoftheEmperor'sside76.

ThecorrespondenceofSobieskiandMariaKazimieraduringthemilitary
expeditionin1683suggeststhatthiswarwasalsoastruggleforthecontrolover
theinformationamongEuropeancountries. Correspondenceandgazetteswere
theeffectiveweaponsinthiswar. ThePolishmonarchymadeeffortsto
manipulatetheinformationthroughthem. Theroyalcouplecalledeventheir
secret“fruit "(i.e.loveletter)intoserviceforpropaganda. DidSobieski ,whohad
wonthebattlebyarms ,alsoenjoyhistriumphinthebattlebypen?

V

HowdidpeopleacceptandreadthenewspapersaboutthebattleofVienna?
Wehavesomestudiesabouttheinternationalechoesofthemilitaryexpeditionin
168377. Theyshowthattherewereaconsiderablenumberofpublicationsonthis
battle , whichwasregardedasthedefensivewaroftheEuropeanChristianity
againsttheIslamicinvasion;manygazettesandpamphletsonitwerepublished
andcirculatedalloverEurope. Howeveritisdi 血cult tomeasurepreciselythe
effectsofthesepublicationsonthesocietywhichhadnoideaofapublic-opinion
poll. Inthefollowingpageswecanonlymakesomesuggestionsonthisproblem.
TheletterofMadamedeSevignedated23October1683containsapostscript

72SL551.
73JanWimmer, Wieden1683. Dziejekαmpanii ibitwy,Warszawa1983,pp.352-355.
74SL590.
75SL542.
76SL588.
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writtenbyJeandeCorbinelli ,whichreferredtoSobieski'slettertothequeenfrom
Vienna 78 • ThisletteroftheFrenchmarquiserousesourinterestintworespects.
First ,thereissomepossibilitythataFrenchgazettewasmadeofSobieski'sletter
toMarysielika ,thoughKonradZawadzkicouldnot:findanyFrenchversionbyhis
investigation. Secondly ,itsuggeststhattheprintedgazettesweretranscribed
intoprivateletters ,throughwhichthenewsreachedawidercircle.
The information from printed newspapers also spread through the
handwrittenmediainPoland. KazimierzMaliszewski ,whohadinvestigatedthe
handwrittennewslettersintheNationalArchiveofToruli ,foundthatthewritten
newsletterscontaineddetaileddescriptionsoftheprogressofthemilitary
expeditionin1683,andthereweretwohandwrittencopiesofthegazettemadeof
Sobieski'slettertothequeen. MaliszewskialsopointsoutthatFabianZywert ,
thepostmaster(poczmistrz)ofLw6w,editedthewrittennewslettersoncu 汀ent
topicsintheOttomanEmpireandcontinuouslysentthemtoToruli 79• Thus ,
therewasacloserelationshipbetweenthepostalserviceandthenewsmedia ,and
theprintingworldandthehandwritingworldalsopenetratedintoeachother.
Thegazettesandcorrespondencewerealsocombinedwithothermedia.
PeterBurke ,whostudiedthepoliticsofrepresentationofLouisXIV ,showshow
theFrenchroyalauthoritymanipulatedthesymbolofauthoritybyusingallsorts
ofmediaand “fabricated" thepublicimageofLouisXIV, whichwasquite
differentfromwhatheactuallywas. TheFrenchmonarchypropagandizedthe
idealizedimageofLouisXIVthroughvariousmediasuchasgazettes , literary
works , paintings ,sculpturesandperformingarts 80• ThePolishroyalpoweralso
usedvariousmethodstopropagandizethemilitarysuccessesof1683. The

77TadeuszWasilewski, “Odglosy odsieczywiedenskiejwRzeczypospolitejObojga
Narod6w ぺ Kwart alnik Histo ηczny ， 90-1 (1983), pp.3-19; Id., “Pierwsze echa
OdsieczyWiedenskiejw EuropieZachodniej», Kultura-Oωiata-Nauka. Zeszyty
NaukowePAX ,37(1983),pp.61-65;WladyslawMyk, “Wiktoria wiedenskaiJanIII
Sobieskiw6wczesnejprasieeuropejskiej ぺ Akceηt (1983), n町r 3,pp.58 一72; Bole 白sl 恒aw

K阻仁(Ii 凶r町rna おsz 詑ewsk 弘i ， “De 町rEn 凶1此ts鈎at 包zv 刊on Wienindereuropai 詰sche 印n Lit 旬erat 回ur desJahres1683"
StudiaAustrl 仰'a-Po/' ゐ'onica α， 3(1983), pp.111-135;Janusz].Tomiak, “English public
opinionandthesiegeandreliefofViennain1683",StudiaAustro ・Polonica ，3(1983),pp.
333-358;JerzySlizinski,JanIIISobieskiwliteraturzenarod6 ωEuropy ，Warszawa1979,
pp.229-281 ,357-371.
78MadamedeSevigne, Lettres , II, Biblioth色que delaPleiade,Paris1960,p.941.
79KazimierzMaliszewski, “Problematyka tureckawpolskichgazetachpisanychw
czasachpanowaniaJanaIIISobieskiego",in:Studiazdziej6w ゆokiJanaIIISobieskiego,
podred. KrystynaMatwijowskiego,Wroclaw1984,pp.97-109.
80PeterBurke, TheFabricationofLouisXIV ,NewHavenandLondon1992.
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victoryofViennawasnotonlypublicizedbythegazettes ,butalsowaspraisedby
odesandvisualizedbyengravingsandsculptures 81• Celebrationsoftheking's

victoriesinGdansk , thenthebiggestcityinPoland ,showhowthePolishroyal
authoritymadefulluseofvariousmediato “fabricate" itssuccessfulimage.
InGdansk , thevictoryofViennawascelebratedbyfiringsalutes , ringing

bells , playinginstrumentalmusic , singinginchorusandsettingofffireworks.
WhenthenewsofthevictoryinParkanyjarrivedtherein30October1683 ,the
citygovernmentfiredsalutesandthebellsofthecityhallrangTeDeumevery

hour. Masseswereheldineverychurchinthecity. Instrumentalmusicwas

playedatnoonandatfiveo'clock. Celebrationscontinuedintothenextyear;
poetswroteodesinvariouslanguages;oratorsadmiredtheking'sachievements;

aGermangazettewasmadeofSobieski'slettertothequeen82 andmany

pamphletsonthevictoryofViennawerepublished. ThusthePolishmonarchy
showedoffitsmilitarysuccessbymakingfulluseofeverykindofmediumsuch

asmusic ,ritualsinchurch ,literaryworks ,speechesandgazettes 83•

HowdidthepeopleofGdanskreacttothepublicimageofthemonarch
“fabricated " bytheroyalauthority? APolishnoblemanJanChrizostomPasek ,
whohadbeeninGdanskin1683 , describedattitudesofthetownspeopleinhis
Memoirs84:

AllthepeopleoftheCatholicreligionwereandarecontentwiththisresolutionof
ourmastertheKing. TheLutheransandtheCalvinists, however, were
displeased, sincetheyconsideredthiswarastheirownandbeggedGodfora
Turkishvictory.Theythoughtthiswouldbetotheiradvantage;hencetheysided
withtheoppressedTh6kδly andotherdissenters. IwasinGdanskatthetime,
andtheybeggedGodattheirchurchgatheringstogivetheTurksavictoryover
theEmperor.Whenevertheyreadinthenewspapers[gaze か]thatthingshadgone
favorablyforTh6k6ly, whenonaraidhehadkilledseveralGermans, they
celebratedtheeventandsaidthanksgivingprayers: ‘Oh,HerGot!Oh, liberGot!'

81JuliuszNowak 心luzewski ， Okolicznosciow α ρoezja ρ01£ かαna wPolsce. Dwajkr610wie
roda り， Warszawa, 1980, pp.119-147. IniconographicimagesSobieskiwas
almostdeifiedbybeingoverlappedontheimageoftheEmperorTrajan. Mariusz
Karpowicz,"JanIII,TrajanibramawWilanowie",in:Id.,Sekretnetresciwarszawskich
zabitk6w,Warszawa1976,pp.50-74.
82DIll.
83See:EdmundKotarski, Gdanska ρoezjaokolicznosciowaXVIIwieku,Gdansk1993,pp.
125-132.
84JanPasek, Pami~tniki， ed.byWladyslawCzaplinski, wyd.IV, Wroclaw1968, pp.
502-503. HerewequotefromtheEnglishtranslationbyMariaA.J.Swiecka:The
memoirsofJanCh η'zostom zGos/awicPasek. Translated,withanIntroductionand
Commentaries,byMariaA.J.Swiecka,NewYork-Warsaw1978,p.484.
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PicturesofThδk6ly onhorseback ,dressedinfullarmor ,weresold. Thosewho
weresellingtheprintedleaflets[awizydrukowane]wouldalsosingthemright
away. Iwaswalkingpastoncewhenoneofthemwassinging.Ihummedalittle
andthenaskedwhathewassingingabout , sinceotherslistenedtohimso
attentively? Iwastoldthatthiswasthenews[no ωiny] ofPanTh6k6lywho
happilydefeatedtheEmperor.Whentheonewhowassingingheardmyquestion
heshowedtomethescriptinGerman, saying: ‘Yes, Sir,buythem ,buythem!'I
asked: ‘Howmuchdoyouwantforthem?'Heanswered: ‘A penny'.Igaveitto
him. Manyladsfollowedmetoaninnaskingforsomemoney. Therewasone
shrewedfellowamongthemandIsaidtohim: ‘Dear brother ,youshallhaveone
zlotyifyouwipeyourbottomwiththissheet!'Thepeasantloweredhispan 臼with

greateagerness ,hethoroughlywipedhisstarknakedbacksidewiththoselea 丑ets

andthenflungthemintotheMoUawariver.TheGermanmenandwomenbegan
togrumbleandmurmur ,andIleft. TheCatholics,andthosewhohadwatched
thescenefromtheshipsroaredwithlaughter. AndwhenIrelatedittothe
Catholic townsmen , theDominicanfriarsandtothe Jesuits , theysaid:
‘Fortunately nocommotionwasraisedagainstyourLordship, becausethese
GermanshereworshipthisTh6k6lywithalmostdivinerespect.'

Pasekdescribesvividlyhowpeopleacceptednewspapers. Peddlerssold

themsinginginthestreet. Thetownspeoplereactedkeenlytothenewsinthe

gazetteswithshoutsandprayers. Thusprintedgazettespenetratedinto

everydaylifeofGdanskanditstownspeopleshoweddeepinterestincurrent

topics. ThepuzzleisthatProtestants ,whowereamajorityofthepopulationin
thiscity85, readtheGermannewspapers ,whichtooksideswithTh6k6lyallying
withtheOttomanEmpire;thatistosay ,theyenthusiasticallyreadthenewspapers
issuedbythecampopposingtothePolishmonarchy. IfPasektellssomethingof
thetruth , itisimprobablethatthoses出ne Protestantswillinglyacceptedthe

celebratingeventsdirectedbythePolishroyalauthority.

JanIIISobieskimadespecialeffortsto “fabricate" hisself 国image inGdansk

sincehisenthronement 86• AlsoduringtheexpeditiontoViennathePolish

monarchyintensivelypropagandizeditsmilitarysuccessthere. Buttheking

couldneithermonopolizethenewsmediainGdansknorwinthetownspeopleover

tohisownside. Thecaseofthisc
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theroyalauthority.
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