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TheRulingSysteminWesternZhou

andtheIdeaofMing 命*

IchiroKOMINAMI

InthemiddleoftheWesternZhouperiodgreatchangesoccurredinside
WesternZhousociety.TheculturalelementswhichoriginatedintheShang
商 period andhaduntilthenplayedagreatrolewerewipedaway.Fromthat
timeon ぅthe specificculturalsystemofWesternZhourosetopredominance.
Therapidincreaseofbronzevesselinscriptions 金文which describedthe
Ceming 冊命 rituals (hereaftertheseinscriptionswillbecalledCemingjin ωω
冊命金文) mustbecloselyconnectedwiththisbigtransformation.

TheCemingisaritualforappointingapersontoacertainofficialpost.
InclassicalliteraturethisritualwascommonlycalledCeming 策命. One
findsadescriptionofitintheChunqiuzuoshizhu αη 春秋左氏惇 where itis
saidtohavebeenperformedinthetwenty-eighthyearofXigong 信公for the
MarquisWenofJin 晋文侯. TheCemingjinwenappearedinthemiddleof
WesternZhouandcametoformabigsegmentofbronzevesselinscriptions
inthelatterpartoftheWesternZhouperiod.

Theseinscriptionsdescribetheritualofappointinganinfluentialperｭ
sontoanofficialpost. Atthesiteoftheritual うthose whoweregoingto
beentrustedwithan0伍cial post うafter havinglistenedtothecontentof
theirnominationwhichwasorallyannouncedbyscribes ,receivedaCeshu 冊

書 (slip-document) onwhichthedetailsoftheir0伍cial dutieswerewritten
down.InbronzevesselinscriptionssuchCeshuwerealsocalledMingce 命冊

(appointmentslips)orMingshu 命書 (appointment documents).Asanounぅ

mingsignified “the nominationtoan0血cial post ， 'うwhile asverbitmeant
“t o appointacertainpersontoanofficialpost." HereIwouldliketoadd
asupplementaryexplanation:atthattimethewordming 命 ( 1 ) andthe
wordling 令 ( f) werenotclearlydistinguished.Lingincludedthemeaning
ofmingand , forthemostpart うin literarytextsoflaterdayslingwasrewritｭ
tenasmingoThisiswhyinthepresentstudy ぅI willusethewordmingin

*IexpressmygratitudetomycolleagueDr.MonicaEspositoforherstylisticsuggestions

onmydraft.
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asensewhichincludessuchancientuseofthewordlingandwilltranslate

accordingly.

ItisimportanttonotethatunliketheritualsdescribedintheearlyWestｭ

ernZhouinscriptionofYihoucegui 宜侯矢段う the Cemingritualswerenot
usedforthefirstappointmentofapersontoacertain0伍cial postbutfor

approvingapersontoinheritan0伍cial postwhichhadformerlybeenoccuｭ

piedbyhisancestors.Theseritualswerebasicallyformalitiesforsucceeding

theoffice-and-rankbelongingtoacertainfamily うand thesesuccessionswere

madepossiblethroughthemediationoftheideaofming 命.

Letme 白rst giveatypicalexampleofaCemingjinwen , theso-called

inscriptionofShihugui 師虎段 (The gui-vesselmadebyShihu ぅP I. 1).1

惟元年六月既望甲戊，王在杜口，各子大室，井伯内右師虎，即立中廷，北郷，王乎

内史呉日，冊令虎，王若日，虎，在先王既令乃祖考事，官官嗣左右戯繁荊，今余

惟帥井先王令，令女更乃祖考，官官嗣左右戯繁荊，敬夙夜，勿慶朕令，易女赤烏，

用事，虎敢拝稽首，対揚天子不利;魯休，用作朕烈考日庚尊段，子々孫々其永宝用

Inthesixthmonthofthefirstyear うafter thefullmoon ぅon theji αxu

day ,theZhoukingstayedatDu 口うand thenextmorning ,heattendedthe

ritualatDashi(themainroomofthemausoleum).Jingbo 井伯ぅescorting

Shihu 師虎on theright-handside う[entered theritualsite]andstoodat

thecenterofthecourt うfacing north.
Thekingorderedtheinner-scribe 内史Wu 呉to performtheCeming

ritualforShihu. [Theinner-scribeWuannounced]:Ourkingmadethe

followingpronouncement: “You Shihu!Myroyalpredecessoralreadyenｭ

trustedyourgrandfatherandfatherwiththedutyandappointedthem

tomanagetherightandleftsidesof 戯繁荊(the detailsofthisdutyis
unknown).Now ぅfollowing thepreviousking うs m'lng 命 う I appoi 此you to

managetherightandleftsidesof 戯繁荊in thesamewayasyourgrandｭ

fatherandfather. Youmustcarefullyfulfillyourchargefrommorning

untilnightandmustnotneglectmyming 命 "

[TheInner-scribeWucontinuedbysaying]: “Our kinggaveyouthe

redshoes.Putontheseshoesanddevoteyourselftoyourjob."
Shihumadeapolitebowbyloweringhisheadtothegroundtoexpress

hisgratitudeforhavingreceivedsuchgreatfavorfromtheSonofHeaven

1 Shαngzhou qingtongqimingwenxu αn 商周青銅器銘文選， no.240 (MaChengyuan 馬承源

1986~ 1990ed.) , andShirakawaShizuka 白 川静 1965-1984 ， Kinbunshushaku 金文集稗う

no.104.
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Pi.1ShihuGui

天子 (namely theZhouking)andhadthisbronzevesselmadeinorderto
worshiphisdistinguishedfathernamedRigeng 日 庚 .

Shihu ヲmay yourchildrenandgrandchildrenusethisbronzevesselas
preciousheirloom.

TheroyalpersonhostingthisritualwasacertainkingoftheWestern

Zhoudynωty. However うlike inthecaseofthemajorityofthebronzevessel

inscriptions うthe identityofthekingisnotrecorded. Suchaprinciplein

bronzevesselinscriptionsmayreflectthebasicideathatpeopleinthosedays

hadabouttheirkings.Inotherwords , theyattachedgreaterimportanceto

beinginapositionoftheZhoukingshipingeneralthantotheindividual
identityofaspecificZhouking.

TheZhoukingsaidtoShihuthathisroyalpredecessorhadalreadygiven
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toanancestorofShihuthemingtomanage 戯繁荊and thathealsoordered
himtodothesamejobofmanagingthe 戯繁荊 . Thatistosay ぅthe present
ZhoukingfollowedtheancestralZhouking うs modelandmadeShihutoge ηg

更 (inherit)hisancesto 内job. TheCemingritualsweretheformalitiesto
reproduceamodeloftheofficialpostappointmentinthepast うboth forthe
Zhoukingandhisvassals.AnothersimilarexampleisfoundintheSh αn ding
善鼎 (inscription onthetripodmadebyShan):2

唯十又一月初吉，辰才丁亥，王才宗周，王各大師宮，王日，善，昔先王既令女左

疋岳侯，今余唯肇輔先王令，令女左疋農侯，監口師成，易女乃祖旗，用事，善敢拝

稽首，対揚皇天子不口休，用作宗室宝尊…

Atthebeginningoftheeleventhmonth うon thedinghaiday ,theZhou
kingwasinZongzhou 宗周(one ofthecapitalsofWesternZhou).The
ZhoukingproceededtothemausoleumatDashi.

Thekingsaid: “YouShan 善! Myancestralkingalreadygaveyour
ancestorsamingandorderedthemtoworkasstaff0白cers ofthemarquis
of 貨Now ぅI aminheritingthatmingwhichtheformerZhoukinghad
giventoyourfamily.Iorderyoutoworkasstaffofficerofthemarquis
of 襲and supervisethegarrisonat 口 "

TheZhoukingadded: “I giveyoutheflagwhichyourancestorhad
used.Usethisflagandapplyyourself!"

Shanmadeapolitebowloweringhisheadtothegroundtoexpresshis
gratitudeforhavingreceivedsuchgreatbenefitfromtheSonofHeaven う

andmadetheritualvessel(bronzevessel)inhisclanmausoleumtobe
usedonritualoccasions.

Fromthisinscriptionwecanagainnoticethat うas theancestorsofShan
hadalreadyreceivedthemingfromtheearlierZhoukings ,thepresentZhou
kingwhoinherited (肇藷) thatmingappointsShantothejobofhisanｭ
cestors.Inotherwords うthe maincontentoftheCemingjin ωen consistsin
describingtheritualofappointmentwhichthepresentZhoukingconferson
hisvassalsbyreproducingtheearlierZhouking うs appointmentoftheming
tohisvassal'sancestors.

FromthetwotypicalexamplesoftheCemingjinwenofWesternZhou
mentionedaboveonecanremarkthatthissortofbronzeinscriptiondescribes

2 Shangzhouqingtongqiming ωen xu αη 商周青銅器銘文選 ， no.321 ぅand Kinbunshushaku
金文集稗， no.133.
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theCemingritualasitwasheldbytheZhoukingandhisvassals.Ascanbe
seenbelow , althougheachdescriptionofritualdiffersindetail うthe synopsis
isfundamentallythesame(PI.2):

• TheZhoukingcomestothemausoleumandstaysthereforonenight.The
nextmorning ,theZhoukinggoestothemainroomofthemausoleumand
standstherefacingsouth.

• Themanwhoisgoingtoreceiveamingaccompaniedbyayouzhe 右者 (the

right-handperson , assistant)comesintotheritualsitewhichissituated
inthefrontcourtyardofthemausoleum.Theappointeeandtheyouzhe
standatthecenteroftheritualcourtyard ,turningtothenorthandfacing
theZhouking.

• A shi 史 (chief ofscribes)handsaCωhu 冊書to theking , andtheking
orders[another]shi(scribe)toconferthemingtotheappointeebyreading
thatCeshu.

• TheshireadsouttheCeshuandordershimtoaccepthis0缶cial job.
• Theappointeereceivesgiftsfromthekingwhilethelattersays “usingthese

gifts , youmustapplyyourselftoyourjob."

0ーー
theapointee HYouzheH

。。

thegate よ
PI.2ThesiteoftheCemingritual
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• TheappointeemakesapolitebowandreceivestheCω hu 冊書. Thenhe
withdrawsattachingtheCeshuathiswaistbeforereturningtotheritual
siteand[inordertoexpresshisloyalty]presentsajadeobjecttotheking.
AftersuchadescriptionoftheCemingritual うthe inscriptionendsby

mentioningthecastingofthebronzevesselsonwhichthisinscriptionisenｭ
graved.

Thewordming う which wasoriginallywrittenontheCeshu, formsthe
centerofthiskindofbronzevesselinscriptionalongwiththedetaileddeｭ
scriptionoftheritualinwhichtheappointeereceivedtheCeming.Itends
bysayingthattheappointee , inordertoexpresshisgratitudeforthegreat
benefitconferreduponhimbytheSonofHeaven うcasts thebronzevessel
forworshippinghisancestors うand addsthewishthatthedescendantsofthe
appointeemayusethisbronzevesselasatreasureformanygenerations.

TheCeshuwhichtheZhoukinggavetoanappointeewasbroughtto
theappointee'shome(fief)andkeptinthefamily'sancestralshrinetogether
withthebronzevesselonwhichthedescriptionoftheCemingritualand
thecontentoftheconferredmingwasengraved.Thisvesselwasusedinthe
ritualofworshippingtheancestors.Wemightthenrecognizethattheruling
systemofWesternZhou ,throughtheCemingritualandthecastingofbronze
vesselswasdeeplyinvolvedintheancestralcultofeachfamily.

Aswehaveseenabove うthe Cemingritualsweretheformalitiesofreconｭ
五rming theappointmentofanofficialpostthathadbeengiventoacertain
family うand theseritualswerecarriedoutbasedontheprincipleofrepeating
anarchetype.Theconceptofmingwhichwaspeculiartothatperiodforms
thebackgroundoftheserituals.Infact うthe successionoftheofficialpostwas
basedonthetransmissionofthemingwhichwasconferredbytheprevious
Zhoukingtohisvassalsbeforebeingtransmittedagaintothevassals うheirs

bythesuccessiveking.
IntheCemingjin ωen thesuccessionofsuchappointmentswasdescribed

usingvariousverbssuchas , forinstance:

令汝更乃祖考事(師虎段)

Iorderyouto俳句更 your grandfatherandfather 冶job.

吏乃祖考足大祝，官嗣豊人果九盤祝(申殴)

Iorderyouto俳句更 your grandfatherandfathertoassist
Dazhu 大祝(Great Invocator , thedirectorofinvocators) ぅand

manageFeng 豊people andnineXi 盤invocators.
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Inthesetwoexamples , theverbgeng 更 means “the successionofan
o血cial dutyhandeddownfromone 冶forefathers." Thecharactergeng 更

ordinarilymeans“t he replacementofthingsormenfromacertainposition ,"
butinthosedays ,aswementionedabove , itmainlysignified “thesuccession
ofaposition."

余唯輔先王令(善鼎)

Iamgoingto 藷[verb] thepreviousking うs ming

余今佳手害事乃令(師詞段)

Iamnowgoingto 藷票[verb] yourmingo

先王既令女，今余佳藷先王令，令女官藷邑人師人(師虞段)

Thepreviouskingalreadygaveyoutheming う now I 輔the preｭ
viousking うs mingandorderyoutomanagetheinhabitantsand
warnors.
其各前文人，其頻才帝廷捗降，輔匿皇大魯命，用穀保我家(衛殴)

OurrighteousancestorsnowgetontotheLordofHeaven's
court. Theywere 藷匿(securely succeeding)thebright “great
ming" 大命う and usingsuchmingtolookafterourfamily.

Intheseexamples うthe verb 輔 ， combinedwithmanyotherwords うex 目

pressesthesuccessionofthemingo Thelastexampleshowsthattheming

wasneededtobeheldnotonlyonearthbutalsomaintainedinheaventhanks
totheassistanceofthefamily うs ancestors.

AsonecanseefromthesetypicalexamplesofCemingjin ωe肌 there were
specialverbsindicatingthesuccessionofofficialdutyandthemingoAlthough
itishighlyregrettablethatwecannotgetasenseofthedetaileddifferences
towhichtheseverbsrefer うit isworthyofmentionthatthemajorityofthe
charactersofverbsmeaningsuccessionhas , asitsconstitutiveelement うthe

threadradical 糸 . Especiallythelefthalfofthecharacter 藷illustrates the
deliveryofreeledthreadsfromone'shandtosomeoneelse 冶hand. Ipresume
thatinthosedaystheideaofthesuccessionofanhereditarypostwasclosely
connectedwiththesymbolicmeaningsofthreadorweaving(PI. 3). This
makesmethinkofaJapaneseoldsongwhichgoesasfollows:

しずやしず，しずのおだまき繰り返し，昔を今になすよしもがな

Justlikethehumblepeople 冶loom goesbackandforthoverandover う

andreeledthreadisweavedintothelinen , Iamveryanxioustoreturn
toolddays
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嗣

~I ~司
永霊姦方参事

著書

締結
婚盤師克霊

孫

官官
撫鼎多友鼎

PI.3Charactersrelatedtothethread

Inthisso 時ぅthe wordad αmαki お だ ま き (reeled thread)havenotdirect
meaning うit onlyintroducestheverbkurik αeshi 繰 り 返 し meaning something
like“repeat ing overandoveragainorharpingonthesamestring."Thisasｭ
sociationofideaswasprobablybasedonsimilarfolkloricconceptsasancient
Chinesewordswhichexpressedtherepeatedsuccessionofanancestralpost.

Isurmisethatthecharacter 孫(the grandson)whichhasthethreadinits
structuralelement うalso restsonthesameidea.TheolddictionaryShuawen
jiezi 説文解字 explains thecharacter 孫in thefollowingway:

孫，子之子日孫 ， h人系子， 系績也

Thesonofsonisthegrandson 孫 . Thischaracterismadeupof 系(the

thread)and 子(the son).This 系means “continuation. "

Thisdictionarythusexplainsthatthecharacter 系(in oldChinesecharｭ
acters ， 系and 糸were notclearlydistinguished)signifies “continuation." The
representativecharactersindicatingcontinuationlike 績and 縫うalso havethe
threadradicalasastructuralelement.

TherewasaChinesefolkbeliefthatabundleofthreadcouldprevent
one 冶soul fromescapingfromone 冶body. Forexample , atthefestivalof
du αnωu 端午 (on thefifthdayofthefi 此h month) ぅthe Xuminglau 積命棲 (the

threadforprolongingli た) istiedtoone'sarms. Thesebundlesofthreads
werebelievedtobeabletokeepone'ssoulsafe.Thebundlesofthreadswere
closelyconnectedwiththecultofsoulinChinesefolkbeliefs.Thetransmisｭ
sionofthreadexpressedinoldChinesecharacters うprobably symbolizesthe
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successionoftheancestor うs soul.
Inconnectionwiththis , Iwouldliketopointoutthatthecharactersi

嗣 which istherootofthecharacter 司(to manage)alsocontainsthesame
compositionelementsofhandingthereeledthreadinitsleftside. Inthe
inscriptionof5hiyou9ω 師酉段 one reads:

王乎史楕冊命師酉，嗣乃祖膏官巴人・虎臣・西門夷… 3

TheZhoukinginstructedthescribeQiang 史購to carryouttheCemｭ
ingritualforShiyou.

[ThescribeQia 時read aloudtheCeshuasfollows]: “Thekingordered
youtosi 嗣 your grandfather ぅand managetheinhabitants 邑人うthe king うs

bodyguards 虎臣うand theWesternGatealiens.

Thecharactersi 嗣 was alsousedinsomecompounds うespecially fornames
of0伍cial postssuchasSigong 嗣工and Situ 嗣徒. Wecanthuseasilyremark
thatthischaracterwastheprogenitorofthecharactersi 司 which wasused
lateron.Inclassicalliterature , the0伍cial posts 嗣工and 嗣徒are regardedas
identicaltoSigong 司工/司空and Situ 司徒. Both 嗣and 司mean “to fulfill
an0伍cial function ぅ " butbasicallyimplythemeaningof“succession ." That
istosay, forpeopleofthatperiod , the0伍cial functionswereinprinciple
inheritedfromon ぜs ancestorsandsucceededamongspecificfamilies.4

Ifthatisthecasethenwemustsearchfortheoccurrenceofsuchprotoｭ
typesintheCemingrituals.Accordingtothebronzevesselsources , these
ritualstookplaceintheperiodofthefoundationoftheWesternZhoudyｭ
nasty , atthetimeofkingWen 文王and kingWu 武王 . Wecanseethis ,
forexample , fromthei凶ns配Cαr 旬tion of51μ~ik舵eX 匂 師克翠 (The xu怯4ト-v刊es郎sel madeby
Shik 叫which goesasfollows:

王若日，師克，杢額文武膚受大令，旬有四方，則諒佳乃先祖考又爵子周邦，干害

王身，作爪牙，王日，克，余佳経乃先祖考克穀臣先王，昔余既令女，今余住諸事

乃令，令女更乃祖考，嗣左右虎臣… 5

TheZhoukingsaid: “You, Shike 師克 ! ThebrilliantkingsWenand
Wureceivedthe"greatming" (i.e. うthe Heavenlymandate 天命) and

3 Kinbunshushaku 金文集樟， no.173.

4 Onthecharactersi 嗣 ， seeMatsuiYoshinori 松井嘉徳2002 ， p.132.

5 Shαngzhou qingtongqiming ωenxu αn 商周青銅器銘文選 ， no.307 ぅ Kinbun shushaku 金文

集樺， no.172.
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conqueredthefourregions.Onthatoccasion ,yourgrandfatherandfather
rendereddistinguishedservicetotheZhoustate うprotecting theking うs

bodyandworkingastheking ヲs limbs."
Thekingcontinuedbysaying: “YouKe! Ineverforgetthatyour

grandfatherandfatherexertedthemselvesunderthepreviousZhoukings.
Informertimes ヲI (myprecedingkings)hadgivenyou(yourancestors)
themingoInowhandovertoyouthemingwhichwasalreadygivento
yourfamily , andIorderyoutotakeoveryourancestor 冶job andmanage
therightandleftsidesofking うs guardsmen.

ThisinscriptionalsorepresentstheZhouking うs ordertoKetosucceed
themingwhichthepreviousZhoukingshadgiventoKぜs ancestors うand it
declaresthatthemodelofrelationshipbetweentheZhoukingandtheKe
familyhaditsrootintheearlyWesternZhouperiodwhenkingWenandking
Wureceivedthe“great ming"andfoundedtheZhoudynasty.Atthattime ,
Keうs ancestorshadrendereddistinguishedservicestotheZhoustate.Based
onthis うthe presentZhoukingorderedKetoservehimasfaithfullyasKぜs
ancestorsservedkingWenandkingWu.Thestartingpointofthesuccession
andtherepetitiontakesplacewhenkingWenandkingWureceivedthe
“great ming." Theword“great ming"matchesthewordtianming 天命 in

lateliteratureindicating うas iswellknown うthe Heavenlymandateconferred
bytheLordofHeavenupontheearthlysovereigntoruletheentireworld.
Theearthlykingcouldthusestablishhisdynastyandruletheworldonthe
conditionthathehadreceivedandwasholdingtheti αnming.

ThemajorityoftheCemingritualsdescribedinbronzevesselinscriptions
wereheldbetweentheZhoukingandhisvassals. Buttherewerecasesin
whichthesamekindofritualswasperformedbetweentheZhouking うs vassals
andthevassal'svassals 陪臣(the rearvassals).Ifwetakeintoaccountthatin
thosedaysthemenwhocouldcastbronzevesselsbelongedtohighestranks ,
wecaninferthatitwasnaturalthatbronzevesselinscriptionsdescribingthe
ritualsinwhichtheZhouking うs vassalsconferredtheCemingupontheirown
vassalswererare. Yet うwe canrightfullypresumethatinthelowerclasses
theCemingritualswereequallygenerallyperformed.

Forexample うwe canreadfromtheinscriptionMαo gui 卯段 (the gui-vessel
madebyMao)thefollowingpassage:

住王十又一月既生覇丁亥，栄季入右卯，立中廷，栄伯乎令卯日，載乃先祖考死嗣

栄公室，昔乃祖亦既令乃父死嗣葦人，不淑取我家棟用喪，今余非敢夢先公又歓遂，
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余懲称、先公官，今余住令女死嗣蒙宮芳人，女母敢不善… 6

IntheeleventhmonthoftheZhouking うon thedinghaidaynear

fullmoon , Rongji 栄季entered theritualsite うescorting Mao 卯at his

right-handside うand stoodatthecenterofthecourt.
Then , Rongbo 栄伯ordered toconferthemingtoMao.Rongbosaid:

“Your grandfatherandfatherhaverenderedgreatservicetotheRong

family.Intheolddaysyour(my?)ancestorsconferreduponyourfather

themingtomanagetheFang 葬people. Butunfortunatelytheaffairsof

myfamilydidnotgowell.Ineverforgetthatmyforefathersestimated

yourancestorsveryhighly うso Inowgiveyouthemingtomanagethe
FangpalaceandtheFangpeople.Youmustnotneglectyourduties.

InthisCemingritualheldatRong'shouse うMao receivedthemingas

vassaloftheRongfamily.AstheRongfamilywasoneofthemostpowerful

familiesinthelateWesternZhou , wefrequentlymeetthisnameinbronze

vesselinscriptions.

Inthiscase うjust likeintheCemingritualsperformedbytheZhoukings う

Mao 冶father wasgiventhemingtomanagetheFang 葦people andhisson

wasconsequentlyappointedtobeinchargeofthemanagementoftheFang

palaceandtheFangpeopleaswell.

Finally ぅthis inscriptionisverynoteworthybecauseinthisritualRon 巴ji ，

whoisprobablyamemberoftheRongfamily ぅacts asyouzhe 右者 (the rightｭ

handperson , assistant)forappointingMao. IntheCemi 旬 rituals ぅ when

theappointeeenterstheceremonialsitehemustbeescortedbyayouzhe.
Althoughtherearealreadymanystudiesexaminingtheyouzhe う s functionin

theserituals ぅsome problemsstillremain.7 Oneofthefundamentalquestions
is ぅfor instance うif theyouzhewasonthesideofthepersonconferringthe
mingoroftheappointee. IfonecanusetheexampleofthisMao うs vessel

inscriptiontogeneralizeforthecaseofCemingritualsperformedbytheZhou

king ぅthe youzhemighttakethesideoftheZhoukingandhavetheroleof

introducingtheappointeetotheking.

ThemingwasfirstlyconferredbytheZhoukingtohisdirectvassals

beforebeingextendedfromdirectvassalstorearv，航弓also Apersoncould
distributethemingoncehehadreceivedthemingfromhisownLord.He

6 Shαngzhou qingtongqiming ωenxu α 商周青銅器銘文選， no.244 ぅ Kinbun shushaku 金文集

樺， no.149.

7 YangGuan 楊寛1984 ， p.102, andWangZhongwen~王中文 1999 ヲ p . 225
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gavethemingtohisvassalsandorderthemtofulfillacertainduty. The
distributionofthemingmeantapartialredistributionoftheauthorityhehad
receivedfromhisownLord.Thehighertherankofthepersonfromwhom
authorityisobtained うthe broadertheauthoritythatcouldbedistributedto
hisvassals.

Wecanthusassumethattherewasanidealhierarchyofthemingbehind
therulingsystemofWesternZhouinwhichtheZhoukingstooktheirposition
atthetop. TheZhoukingscoulddistributethemingandanofficialpost
totheirvassalsonthegroundsthattheyhadreceivedandwereholdingthe
“great ming"oftheLordofHeaven.TheCemingritualsweretheformalities
throughwhichtheZhoukingsdistributedapartoftheirauthority ,thatisthe
authorityofrulingthewholeworldoncetheyhadreceiveditviatheti αηmingo

ThehierarchyofthemingwhichconstructedWesternZhoudynasty ヲs ruling
systemwasbωed onthefundamentalclaim うreal orfictitious うthat theZhou
kingswereinpossessionofthemingconferreduponthembytheLordof
Heaven(PI.4).
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THERULINGSYSTEMINWESTERNZHOUANDTHEIDEAOfMING 命

Aswehavediscussedabove ,themainfunctionoftheCemingritualswas
torepeataprototype ,andthisprototypewasbasedonatrueormythicalfact
that うat thetimeofkingWenandkingWu うthe Zhoukingsandtheirvassals
cooperatedinestablishingthestate , andthattheLordofHeavenwhowas
gladoftheirdevotionconferreduponthemtheti αnming. Itisprobablethat
theideaofti αnming camealreadyintoexistenceinearlyWesternZhou ,but
itdrasticallydevelopedinthelatterhalfofWesternZhou , andtheactual
rulingsystemofWesternZhouwaslegitimizedbythispeculiaridea. The
ti αnming wasthesourceofallsortsofmingwhichmaintainedthesocial
systeminthosedays.8

Thisideaofti αnming う which theConfucianideologywastoidealizein
thepoliticalactivitiesofkingWenandkingWuaswellasintheprinciple
ofgovernment うcrystallized inthelatterhalfofWesternZhou.Continually
changingitsoriginalformthroughthedynωties ， itfunctionedasafundaｭ
mentalprinciplethatlegitimizedthesovereigntyofeachdynasty.
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