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On ‘After Dark’
A Study of Self-existence

Eiko Kamo

ABSTRACT': Adrienne Rich is an American woman poet who was born
in Baltimore, Maryland, on May 16, 1929. Her father, a doctor, was versed in
literature, and he had an extensive library of Victorian, especially pre-Raphae-
lite, authors. He encouraged Adrienne to read and write poetry.

On her part, she was bright enough to answer his expectation. Actually,
she said, “For about twenty years I wrote for a particular man, who criticized
and praised me... I tried for a long time to please him, or rather not to
displease him.” Such a relationship of Adrienne to her father must have
developed in her a heavy oppression owing to him, as well as a deep feeling of
filial affectation and respect toward him.

‘After Dark’ is an elegy to him. This paper discusses in the wake of his
death, how Rich, as a person of full growth, recognized and realized the meaning
of her father’s existence.

Once her father as a patriarchal power almost maimed her creative self.
Now she admits that her father is “the tree of life”” whose fruit is Adrienne her-
self. He has always been what Adrienne had to struggle with. It can be
said, however, that her self-existence was achieved only through that struggle.
She decided to take over the meaning of his existence from then on both by
struggling against and protecting the world, which partly embodies her re-
lationship with father. Now she accepts him and his death. It is the course

of nature.
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XFEDOFETHOHETETHA I,

T4 FY7 ¥+ Yy F (Adrienne Rich) (1929—) i3, ZOFHPHILICB N TINLOMEERZL
b, B, FH, BE, EWMxocmrinEhl], Tk HUOREREEZRD S CE, £
UTAHMEEDOREFZHD, AMEROELEREOBEBZEVEL, ELLWHDEEED, Z0EAL
IR ZESELTEN, L0, WHOAROELZMD, BELoBROEL LT LRI,
B o) v FItE > TEERLBETH -1,

ARICBNTR, X~oHkcds [BOH &) (After Dark) Zdutniz, [4] & 3] OFF
Mz, TLTREBENSIEEDS (B & [Z] OMEO—ImEER LI,

TAFNTY ) FDR, T—=/NVF )y FRIEMTH- 7D, LRICHEFMEL, T4
7 VY THOXFEREL B LTV, XRER, =4 Fy) 7yvickgERBL, xRl
RR» LT IN, BN THLEXBD, T4 NV Ty 3 EROHHFICLG L8R
BB TH-7, [KOFBIET, TL47, F—v, 7=V, T—/VF, Ry "—vig¥ic
HLA, P27 )7 KFKBOTR, BEEOHABKTHBE T 74 =% « B yse (Phi Beta
Kappa) i@ L, T SNIEETHELEEE . KEEEZ 195144 1CW. H. £ —F Vit 5 R
T % THRDEA] (A Change of World) %K L1c] Yy ROBBREKRTH 7,

HERIORXEY » FHE EOBERICDNT, ) v F3 TR RN0EOHO D ofEDEED D
KFHEENDTY, HRALOERERIL, MRLEED TN, Z0DICRBESBELIL,
RIS REERE -7 AMITH B LI BERFEEELHIKEBD T Lic, Thiho YR bl
BATHOWLIZWE, DR LA, ELIEHTRELHLOVENIBENWTEHAEBNTXTL?] &
BNTNE, XEDTDEHBEFREIF, Vv FORKXNORHBOHEOZHEEZRISLATL
ST, FURRICEERDO S LICHEANMET AR LB 7D TH B, ALY v F45, X
DRICEE L TCHOFEAEDEREZED XD ICRH L, $ERLILE, UTBOTEELTWYW &
7o,

BUFEE THICRAIRIE b D) (Necessities of Life) iz [MDH &ic] 3, 19644, ) v
F 0335 F DHFICHE LN XA~DOEKTH 5,

1.
You are falling asleep and I sit looking at you
old tree of life
old man whose death I wanted

I can’t stir you up now.

Faintly a phonograph needle

whirs round in the last groove
eating my heart to dust.

That terrible record! how it played

down years, wherever I was
in foreign languages even
over and over, / know you better

than you know yourself 1 know
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you better than you know
Yourself [ know
you until, self-maimed,

I limped off, torn at the roots,

stopped singing a whole year,
got a new body, new breath,
got children, croaked for words,

forgot to listen

or read your mene fekel fading on the wall,
woke up one morning
and knew myself your daughter.

Blood is a sacred poison.

Now, unasked, you give ground.
We only want to stifle
what’s stifling us already.

Alive now, root to crown, I'd give

—oh, —something—not to know
our struggles now are ended.
I seem to hold you, cupped

in my hands, and disappearing.

When your memory fails—
no more to scourge my inconsistencies—
the sashcords of the world fly loose.

A window crashes

suddenly down. 1 go to the woodbox
and take a stick of kindling
to prop the sash again.

I grow protective toward the world.
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MBS 5%,
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I BlZZR > DG TR Iz
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G, PO IEHICERE b F R

——HdH, ——{EhLT—RIDBD
DK ) ZEDI IO,
HOWDFDMATHISIcESFOEAT
WHEEDTE, T PHTHIE->TYL,

BRI OBNEES TN EF—
FOARERLEBEAZES LY T NDL T EH LI AR,
RIS LT T &0 R 0 fstih 5,
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I —EBEXAL D,
HFHAZTFS S E- S,

BIMIRFEATHORZI0BIC L > THEINL TV 5,

F1IHEIZBOT, =4 FY 7 Y RBE&LRORIT ‘old tree of life’ EMEhF TG, Hi<NL-7
BLDOEIBIZ [BAR] EFESITSEZID LY, 08 ‘tree’ (23 [HR0WELINLZFY A FO+F
Bl OB%REEE, [RR] © [RE] 0BKbH 5, BEICH B LI, ‘tree of life’ |37 DHEDS
ROBE0DBEEEZLE05 [0Obok] 2B HWT 5%, KBOWOLOBERTHD, TORT
B2V FRABGIOLULIEETHLCEES, Vv FRES. —F, »2OTORI [#0RED
ZDPIE-722E6HB] L) v FILELEIFILERANBELETH -7, XD, BELLT, RE
&Lf@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&ﬁbﬁdwtoﬁQEMT%oka,%55%%&?C&ﬁmmo%%ﬂ
ALSELTORZHEEDHNITIIHSATHOIE D, HRONKH LS LRI TER L, FlEck
WT old’ 272 HE LT, LrbiITOREDICBENTLDEINZCEICEB LAY, ) v F1K
DR RIS DDL A =P ——HDA A =V LD 2 —V——% N 5D ‘old” BB T Z 08
W 2T,

LTE0ww<l, ROBYDAESHOIG, FEBEALIEORLLa—FOEE2DS>TRTS,
ETROHOLITHRVUSIUTE, La—FRALSERELDELET IS ICLDEL X
PEINLRDOEHER, Vv FORNHLTMESHEINTEL, [RRdbSEH->-TH5E bk
BEHZME LD K] &

FABEOBRELSHEOBICEINTIE, ROMEDLDICWDLERICH LY v FOBRIEEDE
BOEBNSNTL 3, ‘maimed’, limped’, ‘torn at the roots’, ‘new body’, ‘new breath’, ‘croaked’,
‘woke up’ W EDEELLONE L DIC, AVNOEREKMERERTREDTHILDOTH -7,
Yoy FICRBEMEORKNS D, BERA LK ICOREZD &S X5 ICHBITP > T &,
limped’ 3V v FEHEOROEEDZ &, ROMESL, TOHERELTORX»SDOEROBOEN
O, X5z limp i [FHREOBRBENENG | BRbHEC &0, WATHEOERLHE
HNIAERSHCEBEEREDLLTVEEEZ LN, THEROEKRFESHO ‘Stopped singing’
% ‘croaked for words’ & & ESIF S5, ‘torn at the roots’ T DNV TH T 72, 72 DDORIRHIT
ENE b, THDL, Vv FOHACHRICE» THRIEICEN, ZChDNIZEVIEKRE, XD
A (old tree) OB SEERIL/IE WS EME, FLTIZDSLDREDIR, HEAMEVLDLDICHE
BN SISVERTH - 72,

19534, Y v FiIN—T »—~ FORFEH, V5 v F (Alfred H. Conrad) E#8E L, 20
FICBNTY) vy FRFEBOC EE2E Do TTENTNAEL, ‘anew body, ‘a new breath” &, B
@ﬁ&%itﬁﬁﬁ@@ﬁ@%%%ﬁﬁbt@M,QH%@%%&@%&%kc&gb%ULa
SADEF I bEMIZEDH LI E LTORBRTH e L HIcBbN b, 1955FE 05 2HETED
HMEEBERIZY v FIOBHAE, IRKEAERBEREALEZI b1, 3EHEFOTFHETR
1958428 ADHLICIE [HMEORDSIXFEBROEHEZRUBVEIIZIZEAELNY | &
HINTVAEM, EE, F1FEHELCINEICE2HE 412 VBST20M05]
(Diamond Cutters & Other Poems) PSR INTUE, HIFE HHOBORF » FEE]
(Snapshots of a Daughter-in-Law) ORI E TIC8EDROBH L, LHrL, ZOERO B HDRE
KHEEZE L TOROFEBBRFBIGEDNTI -7,

D ‘mene tekel’ ZHNFTADTE, "Wy e Y TN BEINLETFEDEETH D, fih
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LELNICFDOIRNEDEBRDBDBEICENIIXE, * %, FHANVEFEELF=xz I, [T+ %]
s, MR oBRHERI TROEONILEVWSI T ETT] (F=xvE, 53, 26f), [T+
&WJ&u,ﬁmtﬁ@ﬁOT%an,Ef®ﬁ@ﬁmC&ﬁbﬂottw5C&T?J(ﬁ:
g, 53, 27H) LBEWPEL LI, 0K, WY+ Y TNHNRTFEBEOREIN, A F 4 TAL
) FRAMEOEEZIRN, EBEERZEITH S,

VyFILEL>T, ROEERFL =z VDO ZNDO XD IKEVREICH B, BE2ER UL, KBY »
FRADBONFELFOEEL, ROZELEENICENTEL LS CE -k, TTITR, EHODH
SIELHIZICHT 2B DKFFILR L SN B,

—%, Ax, THENEIVY Y TUVEDKRMOKRDAEZTFE LSO THEDT, XOFELR
ey v FiE, XKNREHOBHEZFE LTI bLHET, BUOHBIKELTL2HED, Ki-
BERERXDIACDONTRONI 5B c L EZBBLTOEESBNTE L D,

%%%Eﬁbf,Uv%@@&d%%%OkoC@%$ﬁ8®£iﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬁok@Kﬁh
T, —EBBNOLNTOEL, 72K, 2O v FRRXDORTHIEVWIEHDDOEGEZTI AN
LEMICELICERBONTH S, [HREDLZ] EVIBERLSLVESRE [Mb] 0o
BOBEEEEATIHEL,3TRICECTROLOBDERICEEDN S, % L TKT ‘Blood
is a sacred poison.” KBTI, MMENIZEKRE S D ‘sacred’ L& EHIIL ‘poison’ & AKEA L,
OB OEDE S A EICEBSNTIO S,

INFETTREDLDDLDDOBEFEEZBOELTH Y v Fid, 4, S UHERFERaN S,
BTEPT, B1IHOBEICBVT, FBRRROFADEROREIICEDWEDTH 5,

BT, 8HILBINT, 4, REIGEFEL, £FOEBMICTZDY v Fid, BONIKHH> T ERT
XRNEMOENS D, ELLTREENL, REOEREIIBRONZRI TR ELLOEED, Kk
AlcE->TOE S E LTOBREBY MBI E, FOEDMBICEAAATE AT BN
ATHDOTHBH, HIIWETHO, HORIKH/IcLIXEHNOBICLTFHICEEDTELL L
BTER, 727, ROEFEDEREZIZHRNTY IR0,

F, 10BIcENT, KRB vy FOEDHEPUARE L THEEBEINS, KEDhb D H3EL
BEZZERNARICHMLIBPHEIZINTLEICERERT S, Vv FRE->DVETELEZL TS
RUBT LS EF B, AR—FhRBBELICE>THBODETHD, 48625 KD7E0—5)
FicG LTHLRBHNTECZHEC Y ETA7E0TRIEL, ZNETF-THIHEXZATEDTH
%o

[HEicRakZbo] R [HMOodEic] ERUEAFECEFN, TOLAL PV ER TS
THBW, ZOFHCBOTS, HEEB, ROMA, ZOMATEETYCH>ET 3 [F] OB
BIG V) vy FORMMECERE, BILENDECHRICHTI2BEMAILERELHELID C &
T& &9,

rn

dare inhabit the world

trenchant in motion as an eel, solid

as a cabbage-head.
ZNES
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COMARTHEETS
INRED XS ICHBEICTEL,

Fr NYDIDICHRKIT,

KRR Z IS, WEBHAEDERS 20D —EL, hOFhAEFEE—%EHb
DIFBHT LT, ROFHERBBEERDPLEDERDITHA I,

Now let’s away from prison—
Underground seizures!

I used to huddle in the grave
I’'d dug for you and bite

my tongue for fear it would babble
—Darling—

I thought they’d find me there
someday, sitting upright, shrunken,

my hair like roots and in my lap
a mess of broken pottery—
wasted libation—

and you embalmed beside me.

No, let’'s away. Even now
there’s a walk between doomed elms
(whose like we shall not see much longer)

and something—grass and water—

an old dream-photograph.
T'll sit with you there and tease you
for wisdom, if you like,

waiting till the blunt barge

bumps along the shore.
Poppies burn in the twilight
like smudge pots.

I think you hardly see me

but—this is the dream now-—
your fears blow out,
off, over the water.

At the last, your hand feels steady.
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Sd, WHOREN DML
BEROH@EMS
WOTRBEIBAL T LZRH -1 COEFE
TS, Wb sE, BEBAY

dixzonnvzozFichbhmsd

e BBk —— Lo L ERTEINE S
BB LE o0 H b

Hbzcicdky, Tadl,

BIADHRO X 5 105D
ChhE L BEOSOIY Il 5D
BRI, BEDAE IO
BT O B ITE B R 2

WAWVZ, HE L&, BUOWIKRD
RUDEOBSBERERE>TOES
FoAbbIRLNMELKEBEZTLL D)
ZhicE b I—EIK—1D

HEHIEFEDEICE>TLESAETT,
—FAICE ik, BHEALD
HMELONEZELATLED
FTARmMN T DN,

BIRDOh5HET,

SR 16 AR B IR BRA TS F
FATHDONIRLAD LS IT,
BEERLIBERLCEHLIEY

— 45 TRETCLIPENDTTHD—
T%%&L@TkiAicf@%§?

m<,mﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂfo
DNEHRIDORICELEBP>TEILDTT,

B 2HIIT D DR B, RILEMA, EON, 1 —3MICENT, Yy FEELNE
ED B, REBDA - TERICATZENEGOR S ABKRT 3.

HMORLOEBIRL 3 — FOBEMIE -7 3504, o2 5% Y » FORBICEELTEHD,
BHTmET, LOFOHII—F LOEE—EDRDEZ 505, REDhDDD OES %
BRHBRDTRBSE NG, ABNOLEEbIELTFOREL, LoLuasd, 5E0Ich
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BH2, WBLY, WREOHERATHZ, BUZLY2) Ty F BEEF ULTHRE LB TOWE
BDL DI

FAFEFE 17D ‘No, let’s away.” 1325 1 HEHD ‘Now let’s away from prison.” O X449,
Gelpi 2R LTNA LA P, COFTRBEICR -7 ) TEBR UL HEOLND G & 78 - FciRFELEK
Ba—F4—) TP ->TE D ‘Come, let’s away to prison.” (Shakespeare, King Lear, V, iii, 8)
(PP, X, EEATCH) 2HBIE S, X510, Robert Boyer 4 5T 5 K51K”, 2B
SHICEBTARESTDIETOEQOWMRE N [—#HiIcE iy, BEALOHEL oE2L
LAEL&I] 13 ROBFICTSRITY) TERES [SH0KETEOTOED LS IS
o RULLE Fot20, Steotcy, HFEALILD ] ZBRWRCXREIZDTHE, TV TILE] LoBEER
ficdb RshBE2, M) 7E] KBOTHREBRIBEAREZoORKiIcEAS5h (V, i, 34-35), #
HEOWROLEROBIZT Ky FOOEE LT [HEME S 5550 REAMEN 3872 (1, i
26) LESNTL 3,

EENFES ) TEERBRD, )y 7 RLERROES S VEXO FICENRT, ROAL
OEFEERREVELEEELILECATHEEAI Do ROKRTA VI TILRONIKRTH S
A3, FAERE (elm disease) D= DICIRFBICHB I DD2H L EHNTWVS, Vv FbIZDZ EEESR
LTO3DTHS9,

WLOBICENIDEREIR, JDERELZHAROEY—FH LK KB->TWw, ~Z&D
WM, ECEBHNBEOENEND L Db LIS, BICEP S DO/NHEIFEORKT
FAHDe BNF —WICEHDINIEDLDICHED b ) 22 v BRELBL LD EDEDAAT
BIREE - 70, MOBVIMEO &3 1CY, EEICHRRET 2RO, EHEREh 1T
EOBNEROENAER ST DS THB, 2 c OIERBHICHA SN C EHBLEH L,
ZORAE, OEEE, ARCOMLLBENHTRERLENEFRE>TWD, ) v FHRLEHES N
S CDEDOEIL, L LuEsd, HISW-BTOREERERZD, 2 EicATATLL, B2
s BEPHEIEHROKETD 3,

REDHNIBATE S LA/ ETHY, R CORFESFICGASTTINE D, Vv FicE
STREBCT OV EEEREMOB®RERTE > TOBEDOTRIZNOTHA D o MEFHED KE
NHARTIHB T E, HEIAMICE > THRDIFR-TS 5,

Be# T ‘At the last, your hand feels steady.” {3, WHLOHENLRBLIZZHTHBLEH1T, ELE
WERAEAHELERICEEL, COFELDLLKE0LEEDLYL, [F] O 4 =V GiEINCHE
N, TENREABELTORERBEIES, LELEOXES, B2, Vy FREBEECY
TEDREDOREEZI AN, 70 b, WERROGFEEEAEETHICH-DTH D, 2D EF
BT, REDwhbOHE, LY v FHELAEETACETHLEELTLNTHA D,

(Eodbsic] B TH] &ML 20 THBEAEHMBEICLTORENESICRZ 2oabani
Vo BE, [B] & ] odb0k21@3 [R] &[] OBGOIFIEHNTLE>TWO S, L
Ly [RHBIEM->TNE, HEIHKESGEMS LD L] EADBRICED, REBOEKE
(B8] & T4 OMBEIMETIRED, [B] & [l 0bhXH2PZ0BEROELDIERFEL, =
RETHEE LTHO T3 RILEHEESEBICRDIRE LN 200 TH 5,
REDECDERIDIIIHEIIEDDTH -7, BOFELERY v FiICE > TED LD ITER
R > TOTHA S o

WLBBICOOT, [ABREERNSTREPETNILIDANCRLINTLE 2D TT ]
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(The woman /T needed to call my mother /was silenced before I was born.?) & INTIV 5, R
BEHRAICE VT, XRFROBACERET I EMBTET, ZOHE, HEEZDILLED, £
WSBTH -7z, wXE [EAMTR] (Of Woman Born'®) 3LOARDOEEBERL, #Hick
STEMESNTELRBICOVTH U TV, COFYRERATY) « ST ) ENy T4 -
FARCETFONTE, Yy FEHOREICRY, [4b#ETHOECOEEDEENIEE]
Th BBE Poems Selected and New (1950-1974) R icE B IR~V v Y v v TicE
FohTWb, 2CiKd ) v FO, TURNDBEOCRABNEREREBELONEDTH B,

X Ak

* 5% 2 M3 Adrienne Rick: Poems Selected and New, 1950-74, 256 p, Norton, 1975 A7z,
¥ V24P RETHODERIZTNT The Works of Shakespeare, ed. W.G. Clark & W. A. Wright, Macmillan,
London, 1961 {z X 3.
* WEMLOBIFIR2OTIE [BE| (HARERTS, WRMSE9 F 1 HRT) 2RHVE.
1) Mg T: T7 2 ) AL ifEREHE] WHEERENGREE, 336P., Ba, H#, 1980
2) Adrienne Rick’s Poetry, ed. Barbara & Albert Gelpi, p. 91, Norton, 1975.
3) RHHK 2E 9H, 3 FE2287; I/ R DEURER22E 2 .
D TAFYT Y ) v FRISFEINALSIZAICHYTHRE L, 125 2 HFEHEBRSHELSFBICENT [Lic
EINT—REOEEICS] SBUTHEETE - .
5) Adrienne Rick: of Woman Born, p. 28, Norton, 1976.
6) Adrienne Rick's Poetry, p. 29, fn.
7) Ibid, p. 151.
8 FFYRZ Y« 4 X—MRE) BB2E, ~F 4 iR, LERERR, S¥CE
9) Adrienne Rich: Poems Selected and New, p. 228, from 'Reforming the Crystal’.

10) =7 ~=z|3/N—7— Fic Thou wast born of woman. But swords I smile at, weapons laugh to scorn,
Brandish’d by man that’s of a woman born. Macbeth: V, vii, 11-13, (XX B LDOEHMSEF /-,
TBHEAREIE S, EARKEEZRVEDLES LEELR-THREE) EE-TWV5, BLDOHLN/cw Y
NP, FNTHEE, BNIBELHSEHNONEERDL 72D T, ¥DBTRRVLOLEEZE NI BNITHS
5T, VEFVTHEZDKEY, COEHRBPOLDIRIEICNT 2EETHZ, V=17 AT BEENIC
BRI DFEE, ) v FREWDET S, LHDADET B I—REHEDHTIREL, HHRONEEDLT
BTELLC, BEICHW G, REZABLTAETNES L, =04 T7DLSICARST T [LrDHE%EE|
EBNT AFhEd &, TARBLELEDLLETNS | CEREREDTH S,
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