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An experimental study of self-assertive behaviors of young children:
Comparison between two situations using experimental observation
and imaginary stories

Suzukr Ayumi

This study investigates the influence of social situations on self-assertive behavior of young children in
two different social situations: the helping experimenter situation and broken promise situation.
Participants were 4, 5, 6-year-olds (n=48) from a nursery school. In the helping experimenter situation,
they could not finish the task requested by the experimenter because they lacked the needed materials. In
the broken promise situation, the promise that they could play with attractive toys was not kept. Whether or
not they displayed self-assertive behavior was observed in these two situations. The results show that they
displayed a more self-assertive behavior in the helping experimenter situation than in the broken promise

situation.



