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Xuanhedian EFE in the last decade of
the Northern Song:

The Emperor Huizong #{>* and Xuanhedian Xueshi
HHIEELE Cai You %5k

Takeshi FUIIMOTO

Xuanhedian, the palace founded during the reign of the Emperor Huizong of the
Northern Song Dynasty, is famous as the emperor’s treasure house. The catalogues
of its tresures include the Xuanhe Bogu Tu EFE LR, the Xuanhe ShuPu BME
it and the Xuanhe HuaPu EFNER . Besides as a treasure house, Xuanhedian was
also a library. In addition, there was a special room for Liu AnFei #]%4¢, who won
the favor of the Emperor at that time. It seemes that Xuanhedian had been Huizong’
s favorite place, and indeed he did spend most of his daily life there.

Because of the Emperor, the political position of Xuanhedian became very
important. The Imperial Edicts from the Emperor Himself ##F 5, which played
important roles in the reign of the Emperor Huizong, were issued at East Hall #Ep
of Xuanhedian. Those who engaged in issuing the edicts were eunuchs, with the title
of Zhi Xuanhedian BEEME or Zhi Baohedian Bk, and lower-ranking mili-
tary officials, with the title of Ruisidian Wenzi Waiku BB X F/E. They all
connected to the Xuanhedian in certain way.

The position of Xuanhedian Xueshi EFIf21: was founded in 1115, and at
that time Cai You Z¥ft, a son of Cai Jing %X, was appointed as Xuanhedian
Xueshi. those as Xuanhedian Xueshi had no particular jobs, but were allowed to
enter the Forbidden Palace ZH' and accompany the Emperor. For many years Cai
You was the only one who owned this position, so I believe the position of Xuan-
hedian Xueshi was originally established for him.

Cai You had enjoyed Huizong’s favor before Huizong’s enthronment. Modern
scholarship haven’t paid too much attention to him, as they regarded him only as Cai
Jing’s son. Yet since Cai You’s relationship with Huizong was closer than Cai Jing,

I assume that Cai Jing’s power was possibly established upon the relationship
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between Huizong and Cai You. That’s because Cai Jing as Prime Minister could not
enter the Forbidden Palace and participate in issuing the Imperial Edicts from the
Emperor Himself, but Cai You as Xuanhedian Xueshi could. Cai You was one of the
most influential officials in the last decade of the Northern Song. When we study the
political history during Huizong’s reign, we have to pay more attention to the

political role of Xuanhedian as well as of Cai You.
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From Water-side Bandits to “Japanese Pivates”:
Another Pre-History of the Jiajing Wokou FE¥EEE

Takeshi YAMASAKI

It is well known that the “Japanese pirates” during Ming dynasty, the Wokou 1%
7%, included not only Japanese, but even larger numbers of Chinese, who resided
along the southeast coast of China. It is also widely believed in Japan as well as in
China that the piracy represented a righteous protest against the prohibition against
overseas trade, haijin ¥Z. However, the violent plunder and massacres should not
be explained as the principled stand of sea-traders, most of whom were only inter-
ested in the profits to be gained through smuggling, which was possible through
cooperation with local Chinese governments rather than waging devastating cam-
paigns against them.

The origins of “Japanese Piracy of the Jiajing period” (Jiajing Wokowu) must be
sought in local traditions of collective violence. The Jigjing Gazetteer of Taicang,
Taicang zhouzhi KXBEINFE contains detailed information regarding the frequent
occurrence of banditry and armed conflicts in the Yangzi River estuary region; these
accounts provide clear evidence for a well-established pattern of bloody feuds and
fights involving fishermen, salt-brokers, gangsters and government officials before
the Wokou Campaign. In the Yangzi River estuary region, imperial Ming govern-

ment’s rule was deeply compromised by the collusion of local and provincial officials
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