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The Role and Funection of Unrecognized Schools
in Elementary Education in India:
A Case Study of for-Profit-Private Schools for the Poor

OHARA Yuki

In India, the education for All (EFA) has been a major goal in the field of education.
Although many schemes were introduce to achieve this goal, the reality is not so
optimistic because of the malfunctioning of government schools. Presuming this fact, a
number of private schools have increased since the 1980's. Among these private schools,
so-called "unrecognized schools", known as "the private schools for the poor" were
included. Although the government policy denies the existence of unrecognized schools
because they fail to meet the requirements suggested by it and their low quality of
education would infringe on the children's right to education, some researchers insist
that unrecognized schools are benefiting these children from poor background. This
paper intends to find out what the unrecognized schools are and how they are run as
for-profit private schools. I will first briefly explain the educational system in India and
will refer to the government school in order to understand how unrecognized schools
evolved. Second, I will explain the situation of these schools and clarify why they chose
to remain as "unrecognized" schools, or why they had no choice. I will then examine
what factors attract the poor, the customers of these schools. I will also discuss how the
students and their parents utilize these schools. And lastly, I will examine what role the

government should play in dealing with unrecognized schools in the context of EFA.
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