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HISTORICAL SURVEY OF
THE INSTITUTE FOR CHEMICAL RESEARCH

The history of the Institute for Chemical Research may be traced
back to the Special Chemical Laboratory, founded in 1915, under the
supervision of the late Dr. M. Kuhara, as a part of the College of Science,
Kyoto Imperial University, to meet the urgent need for the necessary
chemicals such as salvarsan, the way of importing them having been
cut off during the First World War. After the death of Dr. Kuhara,
Dr. Y. Osaka was appointed his successor till he resigned in 1920, and
the late Dr. K. Matsumiya succeeded him. In 1926 the budget for
extending the Laboratory passed the 51st Diet.

Meanwhile, it had been the sincere desire among the authorities con-
cerned, to enlarge this Laboratory to a more complete orgnization so
that the researches of various branches of chemistry might be carried
out in wider extent. . Finally, the Institute for Cemical Research of the
Kyoto Imperial University was established in October 4th, 1926 by Im-
perial Ordinance No. 313, and the former Labaratory was amalgamated
with this organization. The buildings together with the necessary equip-
ments having been prepared in Takatsuki, the first step was taken under
the direction of the late Dr. M. Chikashige.

Since then, during more than two decades, Dr. G. Kita, Dr. S. Horiba,
Dr. K. Kondo and Dr. R. Nozu have successively been appointed directors
of the Institute, until the present director Dr. S. Uchino took charge.
The results of various investigations read at the periodical meetings of
this Institute were published in the ‘“Bulletin of the Institute for Chemi-
cal Research”: Moreover seventy-nine inventions have already been
registered in the patent-ledger, some of them enjoying high reputation
throughout the country.

At present, the Institute consists of twenty-five laboratories, of which
eleven are in Kyoto and fourteen in Takatsuki. These laboratories are
now endeavouring to keep up their activity in chemical investigations,
in spite of the difficulties due to the war, and hope to contribute not
only to the restoration of Japan, but also to the prosperity of mankind.
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