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Abstract

To better understand the current status of institutional repository usage, the authors
analyzed relationships between the use of content and user domains, types of referrals, and
content attributes in four institutional repositories: Hokkaido University collection of Scholarly
and Academic Papers (HUSCAP); Kyoto University Research Information Repository
(KURENAD); University of Tsukuba Repository (Tulips-R); and, the Academic Research
Repository at the Institute of Developing Economies (ARRIDE). We extracted and analyzed the
2008 usage logs from each repository.

The analysis revealed that

1) There was little difference between the usage of papers written in Japanese and English.

Japanese papers were downloaded from Japan; whereas the English papers were

downloaded from overseas.
2) Many users downloaded recent papers in Japanese; whereas, older papers in English were

also downloaded.

3) Most users found repository contents through search engines. English papers, in particular,
are more likely to be accessed through search engines than are Japanese.

4) Contents translated into machine-editable text were downloaded many times more
frequently than those that have not been translated.
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