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COIN CIRCULATION IN EAST EURASIA FROM THE 10TH
TO THE 15TH CENTURIES

Mi1YAKE Toshihiko

This study attempts to throw light on coin circulation in East Eurasia through a
comparison of different areas using archeological artifacts. Section 1 shows the
range and purpose of the research, explaining the actual circumstances of exca-
vated coins in East Eurasia from the 10th to the 15th centuries, attempting to con-
struct a model based on these features, and positioning the excavated coins in the
larger flow of coin circulation.

Section 2 provides a general overview using examples of the excavated coins.
In excavated coin hoards, examples of coins from China, as well as Japan, Vietnam
and Indonesia were first examined. It is clear that in China proper under all
dynasties, the composition of coin types was similar, coins from the Northern Song
were the main types in circulation, and the composition of coin types in Japan,
Vietnam and Indonesia was similar to that in China. In single finds, examples of
coins from Mongolia, Primorskaya Oblast (the Russian maritime provinces) and
Sakhalin were examined and a general understanding was obtained. Single finds
were distinguished by a high proportion of large coins, though their number was not
necessarily large.

On the basis of these findings, Section 3 analyzes the features of coin circulation
and observes the special features common to different regions. It is clear that both
small coins and large coins circulated in China proper, Mongolia, Primorskaya
Oblast (the Russian maritime provinces) and Sakhalin, while small copper coins
circulated in Japan, Vietnam and Indonesia.

From these features of coin circulation, Section 4 attempts to construct a model
of coin circulation in East Eurasia. The structure of this model is as follows. First,
we set up a circulation zone with concentric regions A, B and C centered on China
proper in which small coins and large coins circulated. Next, for the other regions,
we configured circulation zones composed of regions a, b and ¢ centered respective-
ly on Japan, Vietnam and Indonesia where small copper coins circulated. The struc-
ture of the model is such that part of both zones overlapped at the same time. As a
test, coins excavated in the region of Northeast Asia, including Hokkaido, were
examined in light of the model.

Using this circulation model, we hope to examine many examples and to



achieve increased precision. Finally, we also hope that it will become a basic
concept for establishing “Numismatic Archaeology in East Eurasia.”

BOUNDARIES AND BANDITS : CHINESE TRANSBORDER
ACTIVITIES AND QING-NGUYEN RELATIONS
IN THE 19TH CENTURY

MocHI1ZUKI Naoto

During the second half of the 19th century, the Qing dynasty gradually
strengthened its intervention into frontier areas and toward neighboring countries.
This trend has been interpreted as a response to threatening Western countries
and Japan in 1870s and 1880s, but the Chinese military intervention in Vietnam,
which was later to become a crucial point of conflict with the French, was an excep-
tion conducted for the purpose of dealing with the growing insecurity in the Sino-
Vietnamese border area from the late 1860s.

What then was the origin of the growing insecurity of Sino-Vietnamese border
area? This paper thus examines the activities of Chinese bandits who straddled the
Sino—Vietnamese border from 1820s to 1860s and attempts to pinpoint the origin of
the anarchic situation in the border area.

In section 1, I explored the negotiations between the Qing dynasty and the
Nguyen dynasty on the rebellion that broke out in 1828 and their impact. I note
that the Nguyen dynasty refused a cross—border investigation by Qing officials, and
as a result, the mastermind of the rebellion escaped arrest by the authorities, and
the following year, another rebellion influenced by this case occurred.

In section 2, I address incidents of cross-border looting that were carried out
from Tu Long 2§ [%, a mining town in Vietnam, on the southern part of Yunnan
province in 1851. In this case, Nguyen authorities who depended on Chinese mining
shielded the marauders.

In section 3, I take up the “Huong Nghia Bang” [M3%%{ that was re-formed by
the Chinese bandits who had surrendered to the Nguyen dynasty in 1851. “Huong
Nghia Bang” who maintained relations with anti-Qing rebels in Guangxi province,
rose in rebellion within Vietnam in 1860s, and used the border to fend off attacks by
the Nguyen’s troops sent to suppress them. Finally, the Nguyen dynasty, which had
lost the power to suppress Chinese bandits, called for cross-border military inter-
vention by the Qing.





