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A PROGRAMMING LANGUAGE FOR NATURAL LLANGUAGE ANALYSIS AND ITS
APPLICATION FOR JAPANESE NOUN PHRASE ANALYSIS
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A Programming LAnguage for Tree OperatioN -PLATON- is constructed. This accepts strings,

trees and lists and transforms them in arbitrary way. Based on the argumented trasition network
. of W. Woods, this has the additional capability of matching strings, trees and lists, variable assign-
ing, transformational rewriting. For an efficient rule application, the pre-checking of the applica-
" bility ofsa ruleris inti'oduced, and also the exit destination can be speéiﬁed when a return is made

from & lower state to an upper state. This avoids a tedious time-consuming back- trackmg process.

An example of using PLATON is given, which analyzes Japanese noun phrases contammg post-
position 'NO'
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